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We have received $5 from Mr. John Calder, of 
Shediac, Canada, as a contribution to help the Sun- 
day-school work of Hé'éne Marvel in Montivilier, 
France. 


“ He is a three-minute freezer,” was the descrip- 
tion of a cold and formal Sunday-school superin- 
tendent. Such a man as that would not be likely to 
keep up his school through the winter months. He 
is arranging just now for a vacation. 


There is a simple remedy for the complaint that 
the Sunday-school tends to keep the children from 
the church service. Get the grown folks to go to 
Sunday-school, and there will be no difficulty—other 
things being as they ought to be—in getting the little 
folks to go to church. If old and young are brought 
together at one service, they can be at another. 








At a recent Christian Conference in Dundee, 
Scotland, a subject of discussion for one afternoon 
was “Some ways of working for God every day.” 
That isa good theme for a prayer-meeting. And 
after its discussion, those who have talked it over 
would do well to go and put some of the various 
methods suggested into practice. 


“One of the attractions which the Rev. Newman 
Hall’s church has for the children of his congrega- 
tion,” writes a friend recently back from London, 
“is a five minutes’ sermon to them just before, and 
from the same text as, his regular discourse. Per- 


haps it was in the preparation of these sermonettes, 
so to speak, that he acquired some of his rare facility 
in expounding Sunday-school lessons.” 


Long ago we were warned by Lewes and other 
physiologists that moral qualities could be trans- 
mitted like physical ones. We have recently the 
testimony of Dr. Witherspoon to the effect that a 
tendency, amounting to a mania, for cursing and 
swearing can come in thissame way. And when one 
hears the profanity of children now-a-days, it cer- 
tainly calls for special consideration and explanation. 
A cursing heart may have a cursing heir. 


Not the great end of Sunday-school instruction, 
but its very beginning, should be the winning of the 
scholars to the Saviour. Unless the scholars already 
trust Jesus as their Redeemer, it is high time that 
they be led to this step of Christian decision. Vow, 
not by and by, is the accepted time for such a step 
on their part. No teacher ought to be content to 
rest in hope for this result until an indefinite future. 
His best work is of but little value until this is 
secured, 


There will always be differences of opinion about 
a proposed series of Bible lessons for Sunday-schools, 
The newly published list of International Lessons 
for 1879 is just now under examination and criticism. 
One clergyman complains of it as more fragmentary 
and unsatisfactory than any former list. Over 
against this opinion comes this judgment from a 
member of the well-known “ Monday Club” of Bos- 
ton and vicinity: “ Subjects for 1879 are much bet- 
ter than in any of the previous years. So votes the 
Monday Club.” 


Now that Pongo, the Berlin gorilla, is dead, kind 
words concerning him are in order. As is commonly 
the case with those who have been prominently be- 
fore the public, Pongo has been in some things belied. 
And since he no longer stands in anybody's way, 
some misrepresentations of him are likely to be cor- 
rected. A friend of ours, who has seen Pongo, and 
thinks he can fairly estimate his character, does not 
believe that the creature used either rum or tobacco, 
as was publicly charged against him. At all events 
it is admitted that Pongo’s financial relations with 
his employers redound only to his credit, and that 
there will be no call on his bondsmen—Messrs. Dar- 
win and Huxley—to make good any of his deficiencies. 


In his study of “ Abraham, the Friend of God,” 
Dr. J. Oswald Dykes reiterates a truth which cannot 
be too clearly before the mind of every teacher, when 
he says: “Education is impossible unless the in- 
structor will stoop to adapt himself to the stage at 
which the learner stands. To this rule the wisdom 
of God has conformed itself throughout all the stages 
of revelation.” A teacher must comprehend his 
scholar’s ignorance before he can meet its wants. To 
this end he must by wise and adroit questioning 
probe his scholar’s knowledge, and learn what that 
knowledge covers and where it ends. Unless he does 
this, a great gulf is fixed between scholar and teacher, 
and the mind of neither can pass over to the other, 
however it may value or desire free intercourse. 


Be careful what you say when you are angry. Of 





course it is not well to Je angry; but if you are— 
and who is not sometimes ?—you ought to have a care 





lest you say what can never be unsaid. There is 
such a thing as being angry and saying sharp and 
even unkind things without ever saying a word which 
cannot be easily withdrawn or atoned for when the 
fit of temper or ill-feeling has passed away. And 
again a single sentence spoken at such a time makes 
a wound that never heals. This truth you ought to 
have in mind at all times, and never more sensibly 
than when you feel that you are speaking in an 
unlovely spirif. There are good friends who often 
lose their temper in conversation or other intercourse, 
who have no difficulty in retaining their respect and 
esteem for each other, because each is careful, when 
most excited, not to say a word which will give the 
other permanent pain. The temporary annoyance 
or the fit of strong feeling once gone, and a kindly 
word of explanation or regret puts all straight again. 
But there are those who have remained friends 
through more than one unpleasant difference, who 
are all at once Widely estranged because of a single 
sentence spoken by one or the other in an angry 
mood—a sentence containing some unkind and unfair 
thrust or fling, or some reference to a plain truth 
which ought not to have been made prominent just 
then and there. There are even parents who wound 
their children’s hearts by an angry utterance, so that 
the most skillful subsequent treatment of the wound 
leaves at the best an ugly scar, It is bad to lose 
control of one’s temper. It is still worse to lose con- 
trol of one’s self when control of the temper is lost. 
It is not easy to define the proper limits of speech 
for an angry mood; yet one of a truly kind spirit, 
who recognizes the danger here referred to, will have 
little difficulty in keeping his speech within due 
bounds. Let a parent, for example, be careful never, 
in an excited moment, to tell a child that another 
child has more of that parent’s love than the one 
then under rebuke. Let no one tell his friend, while 
angry with him, of a flaw in that friend’s character, or of 
an unlovely trait in his disposition, which has never 
before been mentioned between them—especially if 
it be one which could not be freely spoken of at or- 
dinary times. And let there be never a sneer at the 
friend as a friend, or a reflection on the spirit and 
motives which actuate his course. Never be angry 
if you can help it; but if you are angry, be more 
careful than at any other time as to what you say to 
the one who has disturbed you. 





“OPENING WITH PRAYER.” 


Dr. George B. Bacon of the Valley Church, in 
Orange, N. J.—name beloved by all who ever 
knew him, and cherished with veneration now that 
he is gone,—once complained of those superintend- 
ents who conceive of prayer as standing in the same 
relation to the Sunday-school as the oyster-knife to 
the oyster—something to open it with. It is not 
»strange that those whose conception of the purpose 
of prayer in the Sunday-school is so inadequate 
should perform this service in a very halting and un- 
fit fashion. Church prayers and prayer-meeting 


prayers are not by any means always what they 
ought to be; butit is our impression that, by reason 
of the greater mental and spiritual difference between 
the leader and the led, Sunday-school prayers are 
more apt than others to fail and disappoint. 

If our experience has been like other people’s, the 





failures in the “opening prayer” arise from two 
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opp site canses,—two little consideration of the con- | little more into their confidence, and know them from any identity to speak of, or consciousness of our pre- 


gregation, and too much, Either fault is a fatal one. | the inside outward,—if you knew what trouble Tom | dicament. In fact, Mr. Harrison says explicitly, 


" “% 


UE se eae dey S 


leader in public prayer, conceives that it is the pri- 
mary and all-inclusive requisite that his words should 
be sincere and earnest; that he should pour out his 
soul before the Lord. All a mistake! 





in the public school ; and how little Dick was worry- 
ing because the big bully round the corner had told 
him he would thrash him the next time he canght 


{ Many a good man, placed in the position of a| was in for fear he would be dropped from his class | “We who know that a higher form of activity is only 


to be reached by a subjective life in society, will con- 


| tinue to regard a perpetuity of sensation as the true 
| hell.” 
He is not | him; and how that fine fellow, Ilarry, had been con- | 


Nor is there to be anything material about 
us ; weare to be rather a pure spirituality, exercising 


there to pour out his own soul, but to pour out other | triving in what way a boy of his siz2 could help his ‘an active influence for good or bad on the human 


souls before the Lord; and for him to take this occa- | 


sion for a spiritual soliloquy, a pouring forth of his | loss what sort of things to pray for when you are according to Mr. Harrison, a “ corrupting doctrine ;"’ 


own aspirations, or of what he thinks his own aspira- 
tions ought to be, is an abuse of a great and solemn | 
opportunity. 

We have all been present, at one time or another, 
at the street-preaching at which the elderly elder or | 
deacon is present from a sense of duty, and offers up | 
his best prayer-meeting prayer. There be present, | 
besides the circle in black about the speaker, a dozen | 
roughs from the canal-dock or the head of the wharf; 
twenty women looking not very tidy for Sunday ; a 
variable number of uneasy little mudlarks and gut- 
ter-snipes, coming and going; and a lot of church- 
members that have come down to look on and see the 
rest exhorted. We leave these last out of the ques- 
tion, for they don’t belong there. As for the rest, 
they all have their conscious wants and needs, not of 
a very ethereal nature, but very real and very oppres- 
sive to them, and not difficult to guess. Work is 
slack, and wages are low, and daily bread is uncer- 
tain, and there is typhus fever and measles about, 
and there is trouble in the family—the children are 
not doing well; withal there is the grog-shop with 
the shutter half down, and here is this hankering and 
craving appetite, and the fear what mischief it will 
work; not at all difficult to guess at some of the 
things these people would like to ask for if they 
dared. And now rises the good man to “lead in 
prayer.” He expresses their deep and overwhelming 
sense of sin and unworthiness. We feel (he says) 
that we must lay our hands on our mouth’ and our 
mouth in the dust, and ery “ Unclean, unclean!” He 
declares that we mourn at the hiding of God's face, 
and long for the view of his reconciled countenance. 
Oh that we were as in months past! And he prays 
for all the Christian graces, and for a general revival 
of religion in all the churches. In short, he pours 
forth the cygnet song of an aspiring saint just ready 
to take flight for the heavenly rest. 

Now we don’t believe (this is in confidence—we 
would not like to have the idea get out among the 
unconverted) that this prayer exactly conveys the 
elder’s own actual desires, in the proportion in which 
they lie in his own heart. But considered as the 
expression of the conscious wants of those whom he 
has come down, at so much pains, to “ lead in prayer,” 
—why, you know it’s preposterous; and what's 
more, and worse, they know it too. 

Now you have heard this good old prayer-meeting 
prayer so often used to “ open the school " with, that 
you don't observe that it is just as absurd in the 
Sunday-school as it is at the street corner. The 
children have real wants, needs, hopes, and if you 
are going to “ lead them in prayer,” these are what 
you must take Lold of to lead them by. However 
sincere, ardent, and irrepressible your personal aspi- 
rations for spiritual advancement may be, you had 
better make an effort to repress them. You do not 
want to be exhibiting your prayer and the prayer of 
the teachers to the children who do not unite in it. 
You had much better take that into the closet with 
you, and shut the door. When you come out into 





the school-room to /ead in prayer, remember that you | 
are leading unaccustomed and feeble feet along an | 
unfamiliar path. “Teach them to go, taking them 
by their arms.” “Draw them with cords of love, | 
with the bands of a man.” 

The preparation of mind that you need for this | 


mother over the hard times; you would not be ata 


called upon to “ open the school with prayer.” 
‘But all this is in such a low plane of desires, We 
ought to reach higher. 


From low delights and earthly toys 
We soar to reach immortal joys! ” 


Not quite, my dear brother. You may be very 
well content if you can get your little congregation 
to climb, for the present, step by step. And 80 long 
as there is upward way still to be made with their 
feet on the ground, over good gravel or hard rock, 
you need hardly be impatient to get them wings. 
Take a good look at them before you begin. Do 
they look as if they could breathe in a very attenu- 
ated ether? 

If you can only get them into the way of coming 
to God with the desires that they have, never fear 
but that they will grow to greater desires and 
nobler ones by and by. 

We have written to Sunday-school officers about 
Sunday-school prayers. It might seem presump- 
tuous in us to hint that there could be any need of 
these suggestious among those who conduct the 
prayers of “the great congregation.” And yet we 
almost seem to remember a Sunday or two when all 
the public prayers in church were mere rhapsodies 


of an aspiring soul, already quite freed from the | 


bondage of earthly want, and scorning to ‘“‘ask those 
things that are requisite and necessary as well for 
the body as the soul.” We do not doubt that the 
dear minister was fully orthodox on the subject of 
prayer and providence. He would have preached 
us, if we had asked him, a beautifal and powerful 
sermon to show that God’s care and mani’s petitions 
extend to the least and humblest things. But his 
faith on these points, though clear and sound, did 
not, somehow, seem to be very strong and practical; 
for, while preaching Christ, he would somehow fall 
now and then, without knowing it, into the vein of 
praying Tyndall. 

But—we may say something more on this subject 
at another time. ; 


NEW PHASES OF POSITIVISM. 


It is now thirty-five years since Auguste Comte 
published the last volume of his “ Positive Philoso- 
phy ” which was to establish a new order of things 
and unite the race by the Religion of Humanity. 
Ever since that time, there has always been somebody 
here and there in England ready to assert, on the 
slightest opportunity, that the world has not, by any 
means, been the same since this Frenchman's ideas 
were let loose; that Christianity was long ago 
exploded, and that the majority of “educated and 
intelligent people ” now look forward to something tar 
different from an eternity of psalm-singing. Mr. 
John Stuart Mill was one of the first to take up 
Comte, and one of the first to put him down in dis- 
gust. Then Harriet Martineau threw aside everything 
to translate and condense his “ Philosophy ” into two 
volumes. 
found it very poor logic. Mr. George Henry Lewes 
and lesser lights have taken him up since; the latest 
of these is a Mr. Frederic Harrison, at present a 
combatant with Professor Huxley and some other 
theorists. 


Mr. Harrison's “ habits of thought” have led him | 


Mr. Herbert Spencer sifted his logic, and | 


race. The biology of Huxley and his clique is, 
and ‘a man whose whole thoughts are absorbed in 
the cutting up of dead monkeys and live frogs has no 
more business to dogmatize about religion than a 
| mere chemist to improvise a zodlogy.” 

The one thing that Mr. Harrison's scheme of im- 
mortality lacks isa name. What shall we call it, 
this “living in others after death, as others have 
lived in us, and all for the common race’’? One 
would naturally suggest that the shortest and plain- 
est way to state what occupies several pages of “ The 
Nineteenth Century ” and which has unbottled Pro- 
fessor Huxley's thunder, would be simply to eay that 
all we can hope for after death is—in Mr. Harrison's 
opinion—to live in the remembrance of the living. 
This is certainly all his “ habits of thought” have 
led him up to in his extended paper on “ The Soul 
and Future Life,” which a learned symposium has 
made the basis of a discussion. In the interest of 
scientific clearness, Professor Huxley objects. He 
does not wish to say that he has a soul, when he 
means, all the while, that his organism has certain 
mental functions which are dependent upon its molec- 
ular composition, and come to an end when he dies; 
and he objects still more to affirm that he looks to a 
future life, when all that he means is that the influ- 
ence of his sayings and doings will be more or less felt 
by a number of people after the physical components 
of that organism are scattered to the four-winds. In 
short, he does not care “ to fall back into the arms 
of a half-breed between science and theology, en- 
dowed, like most half-breeds, with the faults of both 
parents and the yirtues of neither.” But Mr. Har- 
rison and his followers are happy. Their great and 
calm intellects are to be a perpetual influence on the 
human race until the end of time. Did not the great 
Kepler say, “It is enough, as yet, if I have a hearer 
now and then in acentury”? “ How deeply,” cays 
Mr. Harrison, “ does such a belief as this bring home 
to each moment of life the mysterious perpetuity of 
ourselves! For good, for evil, we cannot die; we 
cannot shake ourselves free from this eternity of our 
faculties. There is here no promise, it is true, of 
eternal sensation, enjoyments, meditations. There is 
no promise, be it plainly said, of anything but an im- 
mortality of influence, of spiritual worth, of glorified 
activity.” 

To all these fine philosophers, the Christian religion 
is a gross, a sensual, an indolent, a selfish creed; and 
its worst evil is “ that it paralyzes practical life, and 
throws it into discord,’—throws it into discord bce 
cause Christians are satisfied to rest their hopes on 
God's promises, and, consequently, do not make their 
days capital for “ glorified activity.” Their faith in 
these promises is gross, because it is not based on posi- 
tive knowledge and scientific logic. Their future 
life is sensual and selfish, because it is a continuation 
of life in the sense that sane people understand the 
meaning of that word. It would not, forsooth, be 
worth a Christian's while to attend to Mr. Harrison’s 
| case, did not his sentimental commonplaceness have 
sufficient “ glorified activity” to get possession of the 
pages of a really able periodical, and bring together 
a coterie of intelligent men to give a verdict on his 
deductions. That is the wonder of it, Horatio! As 
| for the injury, however, that the positivist and his 
school are doing to the Christian religion, no one 
need be anxious. Asentence from one of Sterne’s 





duty may best be got among the children and in their | to differ with the majority of the world, and he has |“ Letters from France ” seems to describe the ground 
homes. Prayer is the trustful bringing of one’s! found out what is the “ glorious future of our race.” | from which the great body of Christians may regard 
desires to God. How can you help them bring their | We are all to be incorporated in one great whole, and | them :—‘As we rode along the valley, we saw a herd of 
desires to God until you know what their desires are? | then spread out thin over the universe. Of course, | asses on the top of one of the mountains—how they 
If you were amongst them ‘more, and could get a when we get into this thin state, we shall not have} viewed and reviewed us!" 
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BOND AND FREE. 
BY SAMUEL W. DUFFIELD. 


If there be that in every scattered seed 
Which brings it up at last to its own tree ; 
If the invariable life be such indeed; 
Then shall not God's thought grow up into Me? 


For God has thought me into this my thought, 
And God has loved me into this my love; 

What I ought not, stands against what I ought 
I work in patterns woven from above. 


And I am I, and he is ever God: 
Beneath me, earth; around, my fellow-men 
Bounded by sorrow, compassed by the sod, 
My only freedom flies to him again ! 





THE LAUNCH OF THE OBELISK. 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL, LL.B., PH.D. 


The perilous passage of the “ Cleopatra,” the iron vessel 
that encases the mate to Cleopatra’s Needle, on its way 
toward England, so far as accomplished, has been duly 
related in all the papers; and doubtless all join in the hope 
that neither the admiralty courts nor the perils of the seas 
will long prevent its happy arrival and erection in its des- 
tined place. The writer had the good fortune, during a 
five days’ enforced stay in Alexandria, to witness the 
launch of that vessel, and would be. glad to be able to pic- 
ture the exciting scene as it appeared to him. 

As the steamer from Port Said approaches Alexandria, 
and passes the extreme outlying fortress, the most promi- 
nent object that meets his eye is the tall pharos, or light- 
house, standing, as nearly as can be ascertained, on the 
site of the ancient Pharos; and, in its tall and massive 
proportions, with its splendid Fresnel lantern, no mean 
successor. Shortly appears a confused mass of buildings, 
palm-trees, ships’ masts, with the thin and lofty line of 
Pompey’s Pillar on an eminence far to the rear, forming 
the most prominent landmark next to the modern pharos, 
and, as it runs along behind the town with the motion of 
your ship, appearing to rush to meet you with its retinue 
of ancient memories. Passing nearer, you are off the 
northern or western harbor, frequently now called the old 
harbor, though it is really the new, having been soon 
abandoned for the truly ancient one. On the high bank of 
the shore, deep within this harbor, your eye picks out the 
standing Cleopatra’s Needle, just overtopping the surround- 
ing buildings, and lying indistinctly against them as a 
background of its own color. Here you seea black crowd, 
and two busy steam-tugs, but you are too far away to see 
well: that must wait till you land. Rounding the end of 
the long breakwater, which is mostly of artificial stone, you 
are in smooth water; before you are countless windmills 
and some palatial structures of the Khedive’s, and you 
turn up slowly into the old and yet modern harbor, amid 
the shipping of all nations. On one side of you are the 
men-of-war of nearly every prominent power—except just 
now the Russian—the large English iron-clad lying in 
friendly nearness to the Khedive’s special armed yacht; 
while on the other side are the merchant ships, with a far 
greater variety of flags; and you hear a babel of more than 
twenty languages. Pompey’s Pillar now moves with you 
a little m the opposite direction, has grown large, and as 
you come to anchor, not far from the Christian catacombs 
and the fresh-water canal from the Nile, you see its capital 
sharply defined and seeming to crown a grove of palm- 
trees near by, though it is still a mile away. 

The furious boarding of your ship by the boatmen, their 
torrents of English, French, Italian, German, Spanish, 
Arabic, Turkish, Greek, Russian, and so on, and your quiet 
selection when the fight is over; the landing at that strict- 
est of custom-houses, where passports are so eagerly 
inquired for and inspected, and where so much trouble is 
encountered by many nervous travelers, but where a 
few quiet and polite words in French, Italian, or Arabic, 
informing the officers that you are an American, not accus- 
tomed to travel with a passport, and wish to see the 
famous city, are the best and quickest passport you can 
have—all these are familiar things, and we can pass them 
by. So also the attack by the donkey-boys in the street, 
who actually lifted a tall friend and set him astride of two 
donkeys at once; and the crash of discordant Arabic that 
never fails to frighten a fresh Occidental with the belief 
that he has landed in the time of insurrection. We pass 
them all, and make our way up one side of the interesting 
but crowded bazaar to the main street leading toward the 
square, going along the middle of the causeway once built 
out to the island of Pharos, but which has grown so 
that not only is Pharos an island no longer, but the 
chief portion of the heavy business of the city is transacted 
on that made land. We pass into the square, a thoroughly 





modernized place, except for the language and costumes, 
the details of work rather modeled after those seen in Paris, 
and make our way across the neck of land, which is here 
covered with fine streets and fine buildings, with a bourse 
that would not do discredit to a European capital. 


It is a gala time: we had heard salutes from the forts 
and the ships of war, and seen the ships decorated with bunt- 
ing; but here we see the Khedive driving rapidly in his 
plain but handsome coupé, with a couple of runners some 
rods in advance, much as Elijah ran before the chariot of 
Ahab. He is of rather less than the ordinary stature, 
dressed in European style, looks like a sensible business 
gentleman—but he drives rapidly out of sight. Soon fol- 
lows a carriage, and another, and another, each with a load 
of his ladies: all neatly dressed and looking well, but 
mostly in European dress; few yashmaks, For five days 
there are to be celebrations, and to-night you will see the 
minarets and all the shipping illuminated, with fireworks 
all over the harbor. 

But we goon toward the northern harbor. As we come 
to the sea, we begin to realize that the Alexandria of the 
past, like Jerusalem, and indeed all ancient cities, is 
mainly underground, Doubtless the magnificent buildings 
of antiquity towered high above the present ground level, 
as is shown by the Needle and the Pillar; but we look 
through yonder newly cut street, leading toward the palm- 
gardens, and see how, fifteen feet below the stumps of 
palms, are exhumed old pavement and pieces of wall; and 
those palms were centuries old before they were cut down. 


But on to the Needle, There stands the erect Cleopatra's 
Needle, sixty-seven feet high, and eight feet square at the 
base; see how plain and sharp are the hieroglyphics, and 
what immense royal cartouches. All is as fresh as new, 
except on the corner where the wind-driven sands of thou- 
sands of years have slowly cut it away ; and see the natives 
asleep in its shadow, moving into it again as it moves away 
and leaves them in the sun. The earth conceals its base; 
but the people say that it rests not on a stone foundation, 
but on bronze eagle’s claws, at each corner, of which one is 
missing; and it seems to me, as indeed some residents con- 
firm, that it is beginning to lean a little within the last two 
years. 

Look toward the sea, which is now some twenty feet below 
us; a few rods to our left is the place where some months 
since we saw lying the needle’s mate, which is now cased 
up in that immense iron cylinder lying below, near the 
water. Both were once entrance pillars at the grand gate- 
way of an immense structure about which there are 
learned disputes—into which we need not enter. _ As it lay 
it had sunk into the ground, or the earth had accumulated 
above it, till its upper side was more than a foot below the 
surface; but trenches had been dug around, and the top 
uncovered, so that we could see three sides of it : indeed, you 
might walk in the trench, with your feet not quite as low 
as the lower side and your head not quite as high as the 
upper side. We go and clamber down. Now that it is 
removed, we can see just where it lay. The ground has 
been dug away below, and out quite to the sea, everything 
made smooth below for the launch. The soil is all a mass 
of débris. It is full of pottery-fragments of different 
ages, fragments of marble once polished, cut stones, and 
bones, quite down to the sea level; and the same débris 
had accumulated above the bed of the prostrate ‘obelisk. 
See how many delicate pieces of ornamental marble have 
been unearthed: here fragments of ‘pillars, five times as 
largeas aman; and here is one with a Roman inscription 
—but all you can read is ANT in one line and LIB in the 
next, just as left by the fracture. See, too, this pavement 
unearthed, nearly at the level of the sea, but forty feet 
away from it; and see these ancient stairways, leading in 
different directions into the now solid ground. Indeed, 
there is yet much that might be learned by excavations in 
Alexandria. See the pebbles in the sea, too, as well as the 
larger stones; all are fragments of some fine building; 
and see what a beautiful, slab is here wedged in, so pro- 
tected as to keep its ornaments even yet. 

Now that we are down, look up fifteen feet, where the 
monster lay. It was raised by hydraulic presses, and 
cased and lowered, while the ground was dug away: a 
space large enough for cellars for a whole block of build- 
ings. Square frames of wrought iron were put around, 
fitted and wedged to the stone at proper distances, from 
which radiated innumerable arms and braces, about which 
was built the cylinder of heavy boiler iron, which you see: 
about eighteen feet in diameter, and perhaps twelve feet 
longer at each end than the stone, sharpened to a straight 
bow and stern. See at the bow the numbers painted, to 
show how many feet of water the thing will draw. The 
stone is a little out of centre, so that the right side will 
always be up. There is the place for the cabin, and up on 
the street-level, near the contractor's forges, lie the railing 
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to go around the cabin, the rudder, and other gear. The 
cylinder is yet some rods from the water. Those broad 
wooden hoops at each end are planks a foot thick, and are 
placed lengthwise side by side around the cylinder, and 
bound on with heavy, bolted hoops of flat bar-iron; so 
that those two broad wooden hoops are more than ten feet 
wide: it is a pity the whole cylinder were not cased with 
them, instead of being suffered to rest on those two com- 
paratively narrow rolling surfaces, Still the ground is 
smooth, and the stones cleared away; and no hole can be 
punched into the cylinder, When it gets into the water 
as far as those flag-poles set out there, it will float. Those 
ropes wound around it extend out to the two steam-tugs, 
which ‘pull as the laborers on this side work the jack- 
screws, which last are continually bending and being car- 
ried back to the forge to be put in order. They have 
moved it about five degrees of a revolution in the hour that 
we have been standing here, but now they are stopping 
work, 


Look at the beautiful scene: up on the bank to the right 
is the splendid, calm old needle, which has seen strange 
vicissitudes, but hardly one like this. To the left is the 
motley crowd of spectators, along the top of the bank, as 
well as in every perch that can be found, especially if in 
the shadow of a large stone; but most are under umbrel- 
las. And listen to the tongues! English, and all the 
European languages, including the mongrel Maltese: 
Arabic and the neighboring Asiatic tongues, while now and 
then we hear the Africans from far-off Nubia and Abyssinia. 
Those two there read their Bible in the bilingual of the Brit- 
ish Society, Ethiopic and Amharic. And see the dresses : 
the Exposition at Philadelphia never saw a stranger mix- 
ture. And the beautiful sweep of the land-locked harbor: 
how beautifully the gentle blue waves come in; and how 
harmless frowns, or tries to frown, the old fortress on the 
left. The pharos is not in sight, nor is it here needed. 
This harbor is an idea of the French, who saw its super- 
ficial beauty—for beautiful indeed it is ; but they built all 
their works before sounding, and then found, to their cha- 
grin, that sunken rocks made the harbor worthless; and in 
the new life of Alexandria, commerce has kept to the 
ancient harbor, though its beauty is incomparably less, 


Here a Romish priest speaks in Arabic, and offers usa 
seat on a pillar beside him. We take it, and find that be 
speaks English—is English, in fact. He has watched the 
progress of the work from the beginning, and has been at 
his poet from five o'clock this morning till now, five in the 
terribly hot afternoon, expecting that to-day would be the 
last. But it has moved only at the pace we have seen. 
He has measured the stone, and says that it is only sixty- 
three feet long: a little shorter than the other. We criti- 
cise the job, and suggest that it is a less difficult job to 
launch the cylinder than a respectably sized ship, as the 
stone cannot weigh much more than two hundred tons, and 
the casing possibly one hundred and twenty more. Also 
that we should have built ways, cased the whole cylinder 
in wood, instead of binding it with two wooden hoops, and 
applied more power; and at least continued to use the 
hydraulic presses rather than trust to the bending jack- 
screws. Also that anchors properly secured out in the 
harbor, with man-power winches, even, would furnish a far 
better means of applying power than the paddles of two 
steam-tugs. But he defends it on the score of cheapness, 
while admitting that it is not the best way: says that the 
tugs are furnished by the Khedive, and native labor is 
cheap, and perhaps that too furnished by the Khedive. 
Well, we reply that if the job must be bungled, we only 
hope it may not prove to be dearest in the end, as there 
is really no difficulty in the engineering problem before the 
contractor. But, satisfied that no more progress will be 
made to-day, we follow the example of the crowd, and take 
a round-about walk back, to goto the ship. The charming 
palm-gardens, the mogques and convents of Alexandria, 
the beautiful residences near the canal, the modern 
improvements, the great post-office, with the square near 
by, full of almost tropical vegetation covered with a sum- 
mer’s dust—all these are worthy of description; but we 
saunter down through the bazaar, taking a slow look at the 
strange commodities of Egypt, and go out to spend the hot 
“night on the steamer away from the mosquitoes. 

Next day we are again upon the ground; this time joining 
the large and motley gathering of spectators on the high 
bank. The contractor and his friends are very busy; now off 
in a boat to the tugs, now walking about on the shore, giving 
orders. Hundreds of natives, in all degrees of dress and un- 
dress, are at work directly at the side of the cylinder, simply 
pushing with their hands; others see-sawing up and down 
on an elastic lever formed by bolting together tall tree- 
trunks or mast-poles, on which a crowd of from sixty toan 
hundred could sit, and thus try to pry it off. The steam- 
tugs are pulling their best, the jack-screws at work, and 
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the cylinder plainly revolves, at about the speed of the 
long hand of a clock. 

At length the heavy side is uppermost, the point of 
unstable equilibrium is passed, and the revolution becomes 
more rapid, and soon perceptible to an exciting degree. A 
sensation passes through the gazing crowd, which almost 
rouses itself to a cheer; soon a lever slips, as the cylinder 
passes out of its reach, and down comes its weight of living 
beings with the long arm; the jack-screws cease to bend, 
and have to be rapidly changed in position; the human 
lever weights begin to sing; the contractor moves his 
umbrella up and down in rather too excited a manner for 
orderly signaling; the men at the screws move their bars 
around with four distinct impulses, chanting in Arabic, in 
strong monotone, a spondaic dimeter line with a catalectic 
syllable, varied a little in words, but always ending with 


“ Allah,” thus: 
O my | Lord my | Gol! 


And soon the movement is so rapid that the jack-screws 
are useless. Then the levers are abandoned, the whole 
native crowd push and sing in grand chorus; the cylinder 
rolls heavily but steadily down into the water. The men 
instantly strip and follow it in; all seems to be going well; 
but on the second turn the water is too deep for pushing ; 
yet in the excitement they swim out, and still attempt to 
push. But as the depth of about eight feet of water is 
reached, the heavy side lacking but a few inches of reaching 
the top, the cylinder within half a turn of floating, the 
steam-tugs can do no more, and the revolution of the great 
mass ceases. The cabin side and the man-holes are 
underneath, their water-tight capacity tested with the 
pressure of an eight-feet column of water. Strange as it 
may seem, this natural exigency, the failure of the land force 
by means of the depth of water, seemed to have been 
wholly unforeseen. The launch is accomplished, and the 
problem has resolved itself into that of getting off a stranded 
ship, with an existing possibility of a leak: a problem 
that requires entirely new provision and preparation for 
its solution. For the rest of the day, efforts are made to 
give the steam-tugs a little more leverage, by putting high 
blocks under the ropes at the upper side of the cylinder; 
but the day ends with no further movement. 

The next day it is suspected or discovered that the man- 
holes are leaking; and the cold-chisel is brought into 
requisition to cut a hole in the uppermost side, through 
which to pass the suction pipe of a huge double-cylinder 
pump. Next day the pump is in full play; but one day is 
not enough to pump it out—and we must leave the cyl- 
inder and sail from Alexandria. But the launch is over, 
and the remaining work belongs only to the humdrum of 
life. Fine weather—as nearly always at that season— 
favored for many days later, and no new complications 
could have been added. Had heavy seas come in (a thing 
not very likely), with the appliances at hand, the cylinder 
must have remained where it stopped at the end of the 
launch. But it was at last gotten off, though I was not 
there to see, and safely towed around by a steam-tug, or 
pair of tugs, to the dock in the other harbor. Its experience 
in a heavy sea on the ocean we all know. May its remain- 
ing adventures be accompanied with more skill and better 
fortune, till it is safely raised to an enduring position on 
the banks of the Thames! 





A FEAST OF HARVEST. 


Autumnal services of one sort or another have come to 
be quite common in our Sunday-schools, about Thanks- 
giving time. Bible lessons concerning sowing and reaping, 
or fruits, flowers, and fields, or the causes of thanksgiving 
in harvest, are presented in typical recitations with appro- 
priate hymns and prayers. 

Some years ago such an exercise was arranged by Mrs, 
Edward Ashley Walker, and a pleasing sketch of it was 
soon after given by her in The Christian Union. Her 
venerable father, the Rev. Dr. Willard Child, preached an 
appropriate sermon to the young people on the lesson of 
the lilies; and the children of the Sunday-school gave the 
recitations. The outline of that service, with its selected 
texts, is given herewith; and the sermon, not before 
published, is now added. 


THE EXERCISE, 

Appropriate opening services of worship are conducted, 
including the reading, responsively, of Psalm 104, 

Thesuperintendent then asks: “ Has the Bible anything to 
say about TREES?” A number of boys, to whom texts have 
been previously assigned, come forward, each with a bough 
of his selected tree in his hand, and recite as follows: 

1. And a very great multitude spread their garments in the 
way; and they cut down branches from the TREES, and strewed 
them in the way, And the multitudes that went before and that 
followed cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David. Blessed is 


be that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest 
(Matt. 21: 9). 





2. The TREES went forth ona time to anoint a king over them; 
and they said unto the olive-tree, Reign thou over us. But the 
olive-tree said unto them: Should I leave my fatness wherewith 
by me they honor God and man, and go to be promoted over the 
trees? And the trees said unto the fig-tree, Come thou and reign 
over us. But the fig-tree said unto them: Should I forsake my 
sweetness and my good fruit, and go to be promoted over the trees ? 
Then said the trees unto the vine: Come thou and reign over us 
And the vine said unto them: Should I leave my wine which 
cheereth God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees? 
Then said all the trees unto the bramble: Come thou and reign 
over us. And the bramble said unto the trees: If in truth ye 
anoint me king over you, then come and put your trust in my 
shadow ; and if not, let fire come out of the bramble and devour the 
cedars of Lebanon (Judg 9: 8-15). 

3. The righteous shali flourish like the palm-tree; he shall grow 
like a CEDAR in Lebanon (Psa. 92: 12). 

4. And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the Jaw of God 
and took a great stone and set it up there under an OAK that was 
by the sanctuary of the Lord (Josh. 24: 26) 

5. Instead of the thorn shall come up the FrR-TREE and instead 
of the brier shall come up the myrtle-tree ; and it shall be to the 
Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off 
(Isa. 56: 13), 

6. As the APPLE-TREE among the trees of the wood, so is my 
beloved among the sons. I sat down uoder his shadow with 
great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste (Cant. 2: 3). 

7. And it shall be when thou shalt hear a sound of going in the 
tops of the MULBERRY-TREES that then thon shalt go out to battle ; 
for God is gone forth before thee, to smite the host of the 
Philistines (1 Chron. 14: 15). 

8. Go forth unto the mount, and fetch olive-branches and PINE- 
BRANCHES and myrtle-branches, and palm-branches and branches 
of thick trees, to make booths, as 1t is written (Neh. 8: 15). 

9. I went down into the garden of NuTS to see the fruits of 
the valley, and to see whether the vine flourished and the pome- 
granates budded (Cant. 6: 11). 

10. And he sought to see Jesus who he was, and conld noi for 
the press, because he was little of stature. And he ran before, and 
climbed up into @ SYCAMORE-TREE to see him (Luke 19: 3, 4). 

41. For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods 
upon the dry ground ; I will pour my spirit upon thy seed and my 
nasing upon thine offspring; and they shall spring up among the 
grass as WILLOWS by the water-courses (Isa 44: 3, 4). 

12. The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir-tree, the 
pine-tree and the Box together, to beautify the place of my sanctu- 
ary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious (Isa. 60: 13). 


A large empty flower-basket is in readiness upon the 
table, in which the members of this group deposit their 
leafy offerings, before returning to their seats. 


The superintendent asks: “Is there anything in the 
Bible about GRAINS, GRASSEs, and the like?” 


1. And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yield 
ing seed and the fruit-tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed 
is in itself upon the earth; and it was so, And the earth brought 
forth grass and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree 
yielding fruit whose seed was in itself after his kind: and God saw 
that it was good (Gen. 1: 11, 4 

2. Doth she ploughman p'ough all day to sow? doth he open and 
break the clods of his ground? When he had made plain the face 
thereof, doth he not cast abroal the fitches and scatter the cum- 
min, and cast in the principal wheat and the appointed barley and 
the Ryk in their place. For his God doth instruct him to dis- 
cretion, and doth teach him, For the fitches are not threshed 
with a threshing instrament, neither is a cart-wheel turned upon 
the cummin; but the fitches are beaten out with a staff, and the 
cammin with arod. Bread-corn is bruised, because he will not 
ever be threshing it, nor break it with the wheel of his cart, nor 
bruise it with his horsemen. This also cometh forth from the 
Lord of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel and excellent in 
working (Isa. 28: 24-29). 

3. Thou visitest the earth and waterest it; thou greatly enrichest 
it with the river of God which is full of water; thou preparest 
them Corn when thou hast so provided for it. Thou waterest the 
ridges thereof abundantly; thou settlest the furrows thereof; 
thou makest it soft with showers: thou blessest the spriaging 
thereof (Psa. 65: 9). 

4 For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land 
of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out of 
valleys and hills; a land of wheat and BARLEY and vines and fig- 
trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil-olive and honey (Deut. 8: 


5. And the manna was as Coriander-seed and the color thereof 
as the color of bdellium (Num. 11: 7). 

6. Then he said: ‘“‘ Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and 
whereunto shall I resemble it? It is like a grain of MUSTARD- 
SEED which a man took and cast into his garden, and it grew and 
waxed a great tree, and the fowls of the air lodged in the branches 
of it (Luke 13: 18, 19). 

7. “ Lo! thou trustest in the staff of this broken REED, on Egypt; 
whereon if a man lean it will go into his hand and pierce it: so is 
Pharaoh, King of Egypt, to all that trust in him (Isa. 36: 6), 

8. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirst 
land springs of water: in the habitations of dragons where eac 
lay shall be reeds and rushes (Isa. 35: 7). 

9. Thus saith the Lord: Cursed be the man that trusteth in 
man and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from 
the Lord. For he shall be like the HEATH in the desert, and shall 
not see when good cometh: but he shall inhabit the parched places 
in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited (Jer. 17: 5,6). 

10 and 11 in unison. The kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
man which soweth good seed in his field; but while men slept, his 
enemy came and sowed TARES among the WHEAT, and went his 
way. But when the blade was sprung up and brought forth fruit, 
there appeared the tares also. So the servant of the householder 
came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow godd seed in thy 
field? From whence then hath it tares? Hesaid unto them, An 
enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then 
that we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye 
gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let 
both grow together until the harvest, and in the time of harvest I 
will say unto the reapers: Gather ye together first the tares, and 
bind them in bundles to burn; but gather the wheat into my barn 
(Matt. 13; 24-30). 


Superintendent :—Does the Bible speak of vines? 

The infant class comes forward, each scholar wiih a 
sprig of some twining plant: 

The boys recite : 


1. [Jesus said] “I am the true Vine, and my Father is the Hus- 
bandman. 

2. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away ; 
and every branch that beareth fruit he purgeth it that it may 
bring forth more fruit. 


3. Abide in me and'I in you, As the branch cannot bear fruit 





of itself except 1t abide in the vine, no more can ye except ye: 
abide in me. 

4 Iam the Vine, ye are the branches: he that abideth in me 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without we 
ye can do nothing. 

5. If a man abide notin me, he is cast forth as a branch and is 
withered, and men gather them and cast them into the fire, and 
they are burned (John 15: 1-6). 

6. And the Lord God prepared a GOURD, and made it to come up: 
over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head to deliver 
him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd 
(Jonah: 4: 6) 

7. Take us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil the vines: for 
our vines have tender grapes (Cant. 2: 15) 

8. But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his 
fig-tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the 
Lord of Hosts hath spoken it (Micah 4: 4). 


Superir tendent :—What of PLANTs and FLOWERS? 
The girls of the infant class, with bouquets, recite : 


1. For lo the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. The 
flowers appear on the earth: the time of the singing of birds is 
come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land (Cant. 2: 11). 

2. Because thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation, and 
hast not been mindful of the rock of thy strength, therefore shalt 
thou plant pleasant plants, and shalt set it with strange slips! In 
the day shall thou make thy plant to grow, and in the n orning 
shalt thou make thy seed to flourish, but the harvest shail be a 
heap in the day of grief, and of desperate sorrow (Isa. 17: 10, 11) 

3. For as the earth bringeth forth her Bud, and as the garden 
causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord 
God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all 
nations (Isa. 61: 11). 

4. As for man, his days are grass; asa FLOWER OF THE FIELD, 
so he flourisheth (Psa 103: 15) 

5. The hay appeareth and the tender grass showeth itself, aud 
HERBS OF THE MOUNTAIN are gathered (Prov. 27: 25). 

6. Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe MINT and RUE and all 
manner of herbs, and pass over jndgment and the love of God 
these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undune 
(Luke 11: 42). 

7. The wilderness and the solitary plave shall be g'ad for them; 
and the desert sball rejoice and blossom as the rose. It shall blos- 
som abundantly and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory 
of Lebanon shall be given unto it, and the excellency of Carmel and 
Sharon; they shall see the glory of the Lord and the excellency of 
our God! (Isa. 35: 1, 2.) 


As the last speakers retire, they crown the basket's 
greenery—bougbs, plumy grasses, and grains, and floating 
vines—with the floral spoil of garden, field, mountain, and 
greenhouse, so that all who behold are constrained to join 
with all their hearts in the closing hymn of thanksgiving. 


SERMON. 
“CONSIDER THE LILIES.” 
BY WILLARD CHILD, D.D. 

Let us use these words of the great Teacher with no 
special reference to the context, but as a general exhorta- 
tion to be attentive to the instructions with which the 
works of God in nature richly abound for the formation of 
character and the conduct of life. 

When Jesus sends those who would be his disciples to 
the trees, and plants, and flowers, and fruits of the earth, 
to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field and forest 
for lessons, you may be sure that he had himself “consid- 
ered” all these things, and knew in his own experience their 
powerful agency in building up and adorning a noble and 
beautiful manhood. We shall greatly err if we suppose 
that those thirty years which his biographers leave almost 
a blank were really barren in the development of his won- 
derful character. Of his “schools and schoolmasters” we 
are not told; but we are assured that he grew in wisdom as 
in stature, and of the means of that growth we may form 
some trustworthy judgment from the utterances of his 
matured mind. As a well-instructed and exceptionally 
good Hebrew boy, we know that the Law and the Prophets 
and the Psalms would be familiar as household words, but 
all these sacred writings are redolent of nature. “The 
heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth 
his handiwork.” “ Day unto day uttereth speech, and 
night unto night showeth knowledge.’ “The mountains 
bring peace.” “The little hills leap for joy, and all the 
trees of the wood clap their hands.” Lebanon with its 
majestic cedars and the flower-enameled vales of Sharon 
rejoice together. 

Nurtured on such reading in his retirement, and when 
he went forth from his cottage home on the hill-side of 
Nazareth, addressed by the grand brotherhood of moun- 
tains, Lebanon, Hermon, Tabor, and Carmel, and having 
within an easy walk the luxuriant and flowery valley of 
the Jordan and the shores of the Lake of Galilee, it is not 
strange that when his heavenly itineracy began, his dis- 
courses had nothing of the dry and abstruse speculations 
of the cloister, but were all alive with the breath and 
motions of a living nature. The scattered seed, some 
among the thorns, some on the rocky ledge, and some on 
good ground ; the springing corn, first the blade, then the 
ear, after that the full corn in the ear; the tares among 
the wheat ; the reapers, gathering, separating, and assigning 
each to its fitting end; the vine, with its barren branch, 
meet only for the fire, its fruitful boughs blushing with 
rich clusters ready for the Master’s use; the fig-tree, 
searched year after year in vain, and to be cut down as a 
cumberer of the ground, or bearing much fruit to the 
rejoicing of the husbandman. What wonder that the 


common people heard him gladly. He converted all around 
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them and all within them, all their observations and expe- 
riences into impressive life-lessons, making vivid the truth ! 
which caught the quick apprehension of our poet, that there 
are “sermons in stones, books in the running brooks, and 
good in everything.” 

Such an example and such teachings may well command 
our thoughtful regard in all that concerns the methods of 
education. During the plastic periods of childhood and 
youth, nothing, I am persuaded, is of greater importance 
than the training of the mind to a keen, discriminating 
observation of the wonderful and manifold workings of our 
Father’s hand all around us. An old Italian poet sung, 
as translated by Montgomery : 

“Tf in the fields I meet a smiling flower, 
Methinks it whispers, ‘God created me, 
And Ito him devote my little hour 
In lonely sweetness and simplicity.’”’ 


To the whisperings, and voices, and finger-pointings by 
which Nature in her countless and marvelous methods 
would lead us upward to Nature’s God, the observation of 
children should be directed with diligent care. It should 
be better understood than I fear it is, that reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, jocularly known as the three R’s, are not 
education, but only the means of education, and even as 
such only a little portion of the means. Nature in all her 
grand and multitudinous operations has teachings beyond 
all the love of books, by which they only can duly profit 
whose senses are sharpened to the keenest discernment, and 
who are trained to think of all their notices. A little boy 
returning from his first day’s experience in the school-room, 
made answer to the inquiry what he had done: “I said A 
B, and sat upon a bench.” If the benches and restraints of 
his school-room were such as have too often tortured the 
jimbs and hearts of children (and they have not yet been 
utterly banished to the limbo which is their fitting doom), 
no wonder that an impression was made upon the boy, 
forcibly emphasizing his terse description; and had the 
whole education of that child been confined to that school- 
room, he might have justly scrawled on its begrimed walle, 
Vanity and veration of spirit. But it was not, and could 
not be so confined. He went forth to that school-house 
from a home where, if A B had not been learned, lessons 
had already been taught affecting intellect, heart, and life 
more deeply and permanently than all the so-called 
schools; and he returned again to that home to extend 
and deepen the impressions there given. Father, mother, 
brothers, sisters, the dog, the cat, the horses, the cows, the 
barn, the pastures, the meadows, the orchard, the garden, 
the shrubbery of the yard, and the flowers on the table 
and in the windows, and all the goings on of the household, 
all were his teachers; and on his way to and from his 
school-room, and in his holiday rambles, there were myriads 
of things eager to yield him priceless lessons of wisdom, 
love, and righteousness when he was ready to receive 
them. The road-side, the field, the woods, the rocks, the 
mountains, the skies, and the waters, with all their count- 
less winged and finny tribes, all look lovingly upon the 
child, and long to pour into his soul their bountiful gifts of 
wisdom and blessedness, whenever, with waking wonder, he 
will look and listen. 


Now what is needed from the human teacher at home, 
in the school-room, and in the church, wherever the oppor- 
tunity offers, is to put the child into communication with 
these divinely endowed instructors of nature; to awake 
his wondering and reverent curiosity; to teach him how 
to look and listen, and to arouse all the susceptibilities of 
his being to the messages which his Father in heaven is 
addressing to him, so that he shall not go about such a 
glorious world as this in sodden stupidity, so that eating 
and sleeping, and mere animal indulgence, shall not make 
up the history of his life. To awake in him the thrilling 
consciousness that he is God’s child, made in the divine 
image, and that his Father is not far from him, careless of 
his weal and woe, but is round about him and within him 
every moment, and is the light and life of all this wondrous 
world in which his child has his being, and is by all means 
striving to win him to a communion with himself, full of 
blessedness everlasting. .. . 

Let it be thoroughly understood by all who would do 
rightly and well the noble work of teachers, that the con- 
summation of their office is in instructing their pupils how 
to learn—how to gather knowledge and how to appropri- 
ate all purifying, expanding, and ennobling influences from 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord: 
that is, from every utterance of God to men, whether in works 
or in word. The pupil goes forth from every school-house 
built by men’s hands, whether he graduates from the com- 
mon school or from the halls of the university, but his 
education is not or ought not to be,as is sometimes ab- 
surdly said, “ finished.” At the best, he is only prepared to 





begin the grand and everlasting curriculum which the God 


1 ERAT GL TASER RAN 


who made all things has appointed and himself superintende. 
In that curriculum is embraced, not merely the teachings 
and institutions of the written word, but those ever-unfo!d- 
ing wonderful works of God which offer themselves to be 
“sought out” to instruct and bless “all such as have 
pleasure therein.” The “word” and the “works” are 
alike and equally of God, give no conflicting testimony, 
but are complements of each other’s teaching and discipline, 
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works. 


On the great theme of the redemption of man from sin, 
nature, indeed, can give no satisfying response to our ques- 
tioning. To the sinner awakened to a consciousness of his 
apostasy and guilt, and asking in his agony, “ How shall I 
find pardon and restoration, godliness and peace?” nature 
only sends back to his bitter outcry “ Where? where?” the 
awful echo “ Where? where?” The only answer to this 
dread question comes frem the Son of God incarnate. But, 
when once his salvation is embraced, and the restored soul 
walks forth with his Redeemer in a new life derived from 
him, then all the powers of nature welcome the returned 
prodigal to their communion, tell of the wonders of wisdom, 
power, beauty, and love dwelling in him and flowing from 
him who made them all, and open to his exultant appre- 
hension the infinite significance of Jesus’ words: “ Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 

Now God is near to him—the living God—living within 
and around him, the light and life of all this wondrous 
world. Near to him not only when he makes the cloud 
his pavilion, and flashes his splendors in the lightning’s 
glare, and awes the earth with the voice of his thunders ; 
—near not only when the cataract of Nisgara or the tem- 
pest-tossed ocean shake the solid earth as they cry “ We are 
parts of his ways, but the thunder of his power who can 
understand,’—but near—more intimately, dearly nearin the 
gentle breeze that slightly stirs the leaf and fans his cheek, 
in the joyous matin carol or plaintive vesper-song of the 
little b'rd and “ the meanest flower that blows,” as it tells 
its story how the great God who made and moves all 
worlds stoops to paint with exquisite beauty its petals and 
breathe into it its heavenly fragrance to guide and gladden 
his child’s homeward way... 


Now what I ask is that the training from earliest child- 
hood upward and ever should aim at a consummation 
like this. Toward this the awaking powers of the child 
aspire and tend. A great deal of what is called mischief 
in the curious little urchin consists really of philosophical 
experiments—made not indeed with the guidance of 
Bacon’s “prudent question,” but efforts to find out about 
things, whether they can move, whether they can make a 
noise, whether they are brittle or tough, whether they are 
the same to touch and taste as to the eye. What is 
needed here is not stern repression, but wise and gentle 
guidance ; and as the one or the other rules and influences 
his habits and character willit be brought to pass that he 
willmove about the grand and beautiful world in which 
God has placed him with eyes clearly open, and all his 
senses sharpened to a quick and discriminating observation 
enriching himself and others with accumulating stores of 
trustworthy knowledge, or, creep about like the blind 
mole uninstructed and unblest by all the sights of earth, 
or the deaf adder, which hears not the voice of the charmer, 
charming never so wisely. 


A Franklin in the house and by the way, in city or 
country, journeying by land or by sea, will see something 
and tell the world something by which it will be the better. 
Another may follow in all his paths and have nothing to 
tell because he said nothing; or perhaps have only the 
ridiculous insight of the fashionable lady, who, being asked 
in a pause of the dance, if she had visited Rome, made 
answer, “ Rome? Rome? Yes, I believe there was where 
I saw aman shaving a dog on the steps of a church!” 
Many eyes had gazed upon the chandelier swinging with 
equable motion upon its long suspending rod, apples had 
fallen in the sight of countless observers ; but it needed the 
prepared eyes of a Galileo and a Newton to discern in these 
simple every-day happenings the power by which worlds 
are guided in their unvarying times and without collision 
in their vast orbits. 

The singing of a tea-kettle, and the clatter of its lid 
from the escaping steam, had been heard by every boy that 
ever sat by the kitchen fire; but the singing and the clatter 
waited for a Watt, with fit habits of observation and 
reflection, to evoke from the trite occurrence the force that 
was to lift mountain weights, and to hurl men and the com- 
modities of their traffic, with the speed of the storm-wind 
across earth and sea, ‘ 

But these world-revolutionizing effects of a training to 
careful communion with nature are not the only, and per- 
haps not even the best, of its achievements and influences. 


' Its benign power over the goings on of common, every- 








day life, in the aggregate of blessings which it sheds like 
the dew and gentle rain, is perhaps of paramount conse- 
quence to human welfare. It purifies and elevates the work- 
ings of that mental law of suggestion, those associations of 
thought, on which the real character, as seen by Him who 
knows the heart, so much depends. It withdraws from the 
contaminating influence of the sordid and foul utterances 
and doings of evil men, as his wonderful and beautiful 
works remind the instructed soul of him who cannot look 
upon sin, and is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. 

How many a child has had his young imagination so 
polluted by evil communications that a moral disease more 
dreadful than scrofula or consumption has corrupted his 
spiritual being! If, in after life, conscience is aroused, and 
a longing for heavenly purity awakened, what painful, 
almost desperate, struggles against ingrained old habits of 
thought have been necessitated! From such immeasurable 
sin and misery the child may be saved whose feet are with- 
drawn from those haunts where evil communications cor- 
rupt good manners to walk in those paths on which God 
bids the sun, moon, and stars to shed their loving light, 
over which the birds of the air carol their cheering songs, 
and around which the lilies of the field shed delight by 
their fragrance and beauty... . 


Another happy ministration of habitual and intimate 
communion with nature is its influence in hushing the irri- 
tations produced by the collisions of social intercourse, and 
soothing the sorrows which are not rare visitations of man’s 
earthly life, To the eye “purged with heavenly rue,’’ 
nature is the very tace of God. Entering one day the 
study of a venerated instructor, I found his lovely little 
daughter standing at his side. As I noticed her with ten- 
der interest, the father said, “ Her mother sent her in to me 
just now with downcast eyes and a face all disfigured with 
passion and grief. I bent over her, and said again and 
again, ‘Look up, Mary, and see if there is anything in my 
face that looks as you feel.’ At last she yielded to my 
entreaties, and looked up and smiled.” So does our Father 
say to usin our fretting and gloom, “Look up, children, 
and see if there is anything in that aspect which I beam 
upon you from the heavens and from the earth correspond- 
ing to your perturbation and sombre misery!” And when 
we are won to behold steadily the divine benignity with 
which nature is radiant, our faces are lightened. 


Let me indicate also, in this connection, the power of a 
familiar communion with nature in furnishing subjects of 
conversation, barring out those personalities which are gen- 
erally barren of good, and often exceedingly mischievous. 
The story is told of “ Father” Haines, the old colored 
preacher of Vermont, that he admonished his children, on a 
time, that they “ had better be rolling pumpkins about” 
than indulging, as they were, in gossip about their ac- 
quaintances. An association of clergymen meeting soon 
after at his house were, from some peculiar circumstances, 
so “reckless of their own rede” as to lay themselves open 
to a like rebuke, and were wholesomely startled when one 
of their host’s daughters with a leaven of her father’s hu- 
mor, set the study-door ajar, and rolled an admonitory 
pumpkin across the floor. 

Bleesed indeed would it be to many a city coterie and 
country neighborhood were the yellow pumpkin, or any 
other commonest work of the Creator, always at hand to 
direct “stale, flat, and unprofitable” drift of slanderous or 
even merely idle gossip ;—and who shal] dare call any 
work of His hand “common”? Certainly not he who, 
armed with the microscope which should be in every 
household of our land, has ever studied the wayside 
nettle-blossom, or the least moss or lichen of the wood in 
its prodigality of beauty. Let us accustom ourselves and 
our children to such intimate and elevating communion 
with nature, such reverence toward the Creator and all 
his creation, as shall effectually preclude all jejune and 
malignant personalities from our talk, and “ minister grace 
to the hearer” and ourselves. 

Let the sights and voices which on every hand assure 
us of the near presence of the loving and wonder-working 
God cause us so to speak of his glorious works and ways that 
no idle or injurious word can find lodgement in our thought 
or utterance from our lips... . 

One brief suggestion more, and I close, If this world, 
so wonderful and lovable, is but the scenery for the 
presentation of the drama of Redemption, and is to dissolve 
and pass away with the ending of the last act, then what 
shall be the marvels of that world which is to be the ever- 
lasting home of God’s children, with fullness of joy and 
pleasures forevermore at his right hand! Let me not 
fail of seeing and forever adoring the glorious workings of 
the inexhaustible God! And surely they will be best 
fitted to appreciate the heavenly manifestation who have 
been most intelligently and lovingly expert in the pre- 
paratory course for “the glory to be revealed ” ! 
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LESSON 10, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1877. 
Title: PAUL IN MELITA, 


GOLDEN TEXT: I am’pentor notn To THE GREEKS, AND TO THR 
BARBARIANS: BOTH TO THE WISE, AND TO THE UNWisE.—Jiom, 1; 14. 


Lesson Topic: Unlooked-for Blessings. 


2. Viper Ilarmless, vy, 3-6. 
3. Diseases Cured, v. 7-10. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Dec. 3: Acts 28: 1-10. Unlooked-for blessirgs. 
Tuesday, Dec. 4: Matt. 6: 25-34. God's gracious care. 
Wednesday, Dec. 5: Matt. 25: 31-40, Ye did it unto me. 
Thursday, Dec. 6: Luke 10: 17-24, The promise of power. 
Friday, Dec. 7; Mark 16: 9-20. The promise renewed. 
Saturday, Dec. 8; Acts 19: 1-12. Diseases cured. 

Sunday, Dec. 9: Jas. 5: 13-20, The prayer of faith. 


LESSON TEXT. 


{Acts 28: 1-10.] 

1, And when they were escaped, then they knew that the island 
was called Melita, 

2. And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness; for 
they kindled a fire, and received us every one, because of the pres- 
ent rain, and because of the cold. 

3. And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid 
them on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened 
on his hand. 

4. And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on 
his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this man is a mur- 
derer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suf- 
fereth not to live, 

5. And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. 

6. Howbeit, they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen 
down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and 
saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds, and said that 
he was a god. 

7. In the same quarters were possessions of the chief man of the 
island, whose name was Publius; who received us, and lodged us 
three days courteously. 

8. And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a 
fever, and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, 
and laid his hands on him, and healed him. 

9. So when this was done, others also, which had diseases in the 
island, came, and were healed : 

10, Who also honored us with many honors: and when we de- 
parted, they laded us with such things as were necessary. 


1. Barbarians Friendly, v. 1, 2. 
Outline : 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Acts 28:1. The island.——Howbeit, we must be cast 
upon acertain island. So it came to pass, that they escaped all 
safe to land. Acts 27: 26, 44. 

V.2. The barbarous people. And when the barba- 
rians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand, they said among 
themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer. Acts 28: 4. 
I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians. Rom. 1: 
14.——Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall 
be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall 
be a barbarian unto me. 1 Cor, 14: 11. Where there is 
neither Greek or Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, 
Seythian, bond nor free; but Christ ts all, and in all. Col. 3:11. 

Shewed us no little kindness.——Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. The stranger that dwelleth with you shall be 
unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thy- 
self. . Lev. 19: 18, 34. And whosoever shall give to drink unto 
one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a 
disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. 
Matt. 10: 42. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was 
neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He 
that shewed mercy on him, ‘Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do 
thou likewise. Luke 10: 36, 37. ——Remembef? them that are in 
bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as 
being yourselves also in the body, Heb, 18: 2. , 


V.3. A viper.——The viper's tongue shall slay him, Job 
20; 16. The land of trouble and anguish, from whence come 
the young and old lion, the viper and flying serpent, 1sa, 30: 6. 
——That which is crushed breaketh out into a viper, Isa. 59: 5. 
——0O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath tocome? Matt. 3; 7——O generation of vipers, how can 
y9, being evil, speak good things? Matt. 12: 34—— Ye serpents, 
ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 
Matt, 23; 33. 




















| unto them, Suppose ye that these Galileans were sinners above all 


Fastened on his hand.——As if a man did flee from a lion, 
and a bear met him; or went into a house, and leaned his hand on 
the wall, and a serpent bit him. Amos 5: 19. As dying, and, 
behold, we live. 2 Cor. 6: 9.——In deaths oft. 2 Cor. 11: 23. 

Vv. 4. Beast.—Now the serpent was more subtile than any 
beast of the field which the Lornp God had made. Gen. 3: 1. 


No doubt .. . a murderer.—aAnd Jesus answering said 





the Galileans, because they suffered such things? I tell you, Nay: 
but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Or those 
eighteen, upon whom the tower of Siloam fell, and slew them, 
think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jeru- 
salem? I tell you, Nay; but, except ye repent, ye shall all like- 
wise perish. Lukel3: 2-5. Judge not according to the appear- 
ance, but judge righteous judgment. John 7: 24. And as 
Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 
And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man 
or his parents, that he was born blind? Jesus answered, Neither 
has this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God 
should be made manifest in him. John 9: 1.3, 








Vv. 5. Felt no harm.——And Moses made a serpent of 
brass, and put it upon a pole; and it came to pass, that if a ser- 
pent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass he 
lived. Num, 21: 9——Thou shalt tread upon the lion and 
adder: the young lion and dragon shalt thou trample under 
feet. Psa. 91: 13——They shall take up serpents; and if they 
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them. Mark 16: 18. 
——Behold, I give you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, 
and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing shall by any 
means hurt you. Luke 10: 19. 

Vv. 6. Said that he was a God.—And the people gave 
a shout, saying, Jt is the voice of a God, and not of a man. Acts 
12: 22.——And when the people saw what Paul had done, they 
lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, The gods 
are come down to us in the likeness of men, And they called 
Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius. Acts 14: 11, 12. 


Vv. 7 Who received us.—He that receiveth a prophet 
in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he 
that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man 
shall receive a righteous man’s reward. Matt. 10: 41. And he 
made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully, Luke 
19: 6. 


V. 8 Prayed.—And he stretched himself upon the child 
three times, and cried unto the Lorp, and said, O Lorp, my God, 
I pray thee, let this child’s soul come into him again. 1 Kings 
17: 21.——Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of 
the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil 
in the name of the Lord: and the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up. Jas. 5; 14, 15. 

Laid his hands on him.——My daughter is even now dead: 
but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live. Matt. 9: 
18.—And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid 
his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them. Mark 6: 5—— 
And they beseech him to pat his hand upon him. Mark 7: 32, 
They shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover. 
Mark 16: 18.——And he laid his hands on every one of them, 
and healedthem. Luke 4: 40.——And he laid Ais hands on her: 
and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. Luke 
13: 13. And God wrought special miracles by the hands of 
Paul. Acts 19: 11. 

Vv. 10. Honoured us.——Nor of men sought we glory, 
neither of you, nor yet of others. 1 Thess, 2: 6. Honour widows 
that are widows indeed. 1 Tim. 5: 3. Let the elders that rule 
well, be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who 
labour in the word and doctrine. 1Tim. 5: 17, 

They laded us.——So Hazael went to meet him, and took 
a present with him, even of every good thing of Damascus, forty 
camels’ burden, and came and stood before him. 2Kiogs$: 9.—— 
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you. Matt. 6: 33. The 
workman is worthy of his meat. Matt. 10: 10.——For to their 
power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing 
of themselves; praying us with much entreaty that we would 
receive the gift. 2 Cor, 8: 3,4——He which soweth sparingly 
shall reap also sparingly ; and he which soweth bountifully shall 
reap also bountifully. 2 Cor, 9: 6. 























CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR A. 0, KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 
REVISED TRANSLATION, 
(1) And on getting safely through, we then ascertained 
that the island was called Melita: (2.) And the barbarians 
rendered to us no ordinary kindness; for they kindled a fire, 
and took all of us unto themselves, because of the rain that 
had set in, and of the cold. (3.) And Paul having gathered 
a quantity of dried sticks, and laid them on the fire, a viper, 
coming out because of the warmth, fastened upon his hand. 
(4.) And as the barbarians saw the monster hanging from 
his hand, they said one to another, Assuredly this man is a 
murderer whom, although rescued from the sea, Justice hath 
not suffered to live. (5.) He indeed, therefore, shook off the 
monster into the fire, and experienced no harm; (6.) but they 
were expecting that he would swell up, or fall suddenly 
down dead; but being long in expectation, and yet behold- 
ing nothing amiss befall him, they changed their minds, and 
said that he was a god, (7.) And in the neighborhood of 





that place there were lands belonging to the chief man of 








the island, named Publius, who received us, and during three 
days courteously entertained us. (8.) And it happened that 
the father of Publius was lying sick of fever and dysentery ; 
unto whom Paul came in, and, having prayed, laid his hands 
on him and healed him. (9.) Andon this being done, the rest 
also in the island that had diseases kept coming to him, and 
were healed: (10.) who also honored us with many honors, 


and as we were setting sail, put on board the things which 
we needed. 
NOTES. 


Verse 1.— The island was called Melita: theancient name ot 
the island now known as Malta. To this island, and toa 
particular portion of it, points immemorial tradition: it lay 
naturally in the course of a vessel driven before a north-east 
storm; and its position harmonizes with the ship's course in 
its subsequent voyage. Some have supposed that the island 
was rather a small island, of this name (now called Meleda), 
much farther north in the Adriatic Gulf, on the coast of 
Illyria. Their reasons are that that island was strictly in 
the Adriatic Gulf (see v. 27); that it was inhabited by bar- 
barians, which Malta was not; and was subject to fevers, 
and infested by serpents, which Malta was or is not. To 
this it may be replied that (as remarked above) the name 
Adriatic did extend with the ancient geographers so far 
south in the Mediterranean as to include Sicily and Malta; 
that the word “ barbarians” applies to the language of the 
people, as being neither Greek nor Roman, and thus unknown 
to the sailors, and indicating an utterly foreign people, and 
not to their manners or character, which certainly betray 
little belonging to our conception of barbarism; that the 
island of Malta is not even now exempt from fevers and 
dysentery, and there is no reason for supposing that it was 
so then; and finally, that the progress of civilization may 
have gradually cleared—as it always has a tendency to do— 
the island of venomous reptiles. From the mere fact of a 
venomous serpent existing in Malta, it would be very unsafe 
to argue against the identity of the locality. We may further 
add that the Illyrian Melita would have lain entirely out of 
the vessel's course under the winds described as acting on the 
vessel, and in a really barbarous island in that locality, 
another Alexandrian vessel, on the improbable supposition 
that she had been driven thither, would have been unlikely 
to winter. The evidence is overwhelmingly in favor of the 
traditional Malta. 

Verse 2.—Barbarians: as above suggested, so called as 
indicating their language and nationality, real or supposed. 
With the Greeks, “barbarian” originally simply implied 
one who was not a Greek; and it was only indirectly, and 
gradually, and partially that the term approached our 
modern use of it. Paul's “Greeks and Barbarians” of Rom. 
1: 14, simply divides the world into two great classes, with- 
out meaning to stigmatize all of the second class as neces- 
sarily uncultured. Of course, from the Greek point of view, 
and in comparison with Greeks, a. “barbarian” generally 
marked a person of inferior endowments and culture. The 
inhabitants of Melita were probably of Phenician descent, 
and their language, therefore, Semitic, very possibly the 
Phoenician as spoken at Carthage. Although allied, there- 
fore, to the Hebrew, it would not be intelligible even to Paul, 
while to the general ship’s crew it was utterly barbarous. 
Malta was at this time a Roman province (a dependency of 
Sicily), had very considerable manufactures, wealth, and 
many handsome buildings. Its chief harbor (the present 
Valetta) must have been familiar to Greek mariners: yet, of 
course, portions of the island were doubtless comparatively 
unsettled and unknown; and it is in no way surprising that 
the seamen of the Alexandrian vessel coming upon an unfa- 
miliar place, in storm and wandering, and having lost their 
reckoning, utterly failed to recognize it.— Took to themselves : 
received to their hospitalities, and into some comfortable 
place, whatever it was. 


Verse 3.—A viper: the only one of the serpent brood in 
Europe that is viviparous; the rest produce their young from 
eggs. This viper was clearly poisonous, and lay torpid from 
the cold amidst the sticks and leaves which Paul had 
gathered. The heat warmed him into activity, and he darted 
forth, as vipers are wont to do, and seized the apostle’s hand, 
evidently biting it. The “fastening upon it” can be ex- 
plained in no other way, and the victim of the bite should 
have been mortally wounded. 


Verse 4.—The barbarians saw it, and drew their infer- 
ences. Taul had escaped from the sea, but they knew from 
his chain that he was a criminal, and they argued that he 
was some great criminal, probably a murderer, whom Dike, 
whom they personified as the Goddess of Retribution, still 
pursued and had overtaken. Such superstition does not 
necessarily mark gross ignorance. It often coexists with 


high intelligence: and it must be remembered that here the 
barbarians bad already the evidence that he was a criminal, 
and their judgment, therefore, was all the more natural. 
But mark the deep-seatedness of the conviction in man of 
the inexorableness of Justice. 
escape her. 


No swiftness, no evasion, can 





Verse 5.—Shook off; the viper had bitten him, but the 
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| 
bite was harmless. It was doubtless in fulfillment of the 
promise, Mark 16: 18: orif that passage be not(as I believe 
it to be) genuine, then in accordance with a very common 
experience by which God gave his testimony to the divine 
mission, both of prophets and apostles. Jesus escaped from 
the stoning of his enemies unharmed; Peter walked on the 
water unharmed; and Paul takes the bite of a deadly | 
serpent unharmed. 





| 
Verse 6.—To be swelicn up: the verb commonly means to | 
be set on fire, to be inflamed; and hence sometimes the swell- | 
ing that comes from inflammation, and thus, perhaps, swell- 
ing in general. The barbarians, knowing the deadly 
character of the viper’s bite, expected either instant inflam- 
mation and the swelling up of his body, or that he would 
fali instantly dead. They watched expectantly for a long time. 
The tranquil and confident demeanor of the apostle doubht- 
le:3 surprised them: his shaking off of the viper without 
harm astonished them; and at length, as no harm befell him, | 
they changed their minds, and said he was a god. | 





They 
Admirably Bengel 
“Fither a murderer or a god: | 
they forgot the third alternative, a man of God.” 


vibrated between the widest extremes. 
with his characteristic pith: 


Verse 7.—In the neighborhood: tradition says, but without | 
authority, though probably enough, at Valetta, where, per- 
haps, a Roman magistrate would be likely to reside —Lands, 
farms, possessions, belonging to the first or chief man of the 
island. It is generally assumed that the epithet “first,” or 
“chief,” is official, and marks the Roman governor of the 
island. If it were not official, but a family distinction, 
it is argued that his father, who was living, would be likely 
to bear the designation of ‘‘chief,” rather than his son. To | 
this it may be answered that the father, who probably was 
quite old, may have been so old that his public position had 
virtually passed over to his son. Besides, from inscriptions 
found in Malta and Gozzo (Clauda, chap. 27: 16, see note), it 
would seem probable that both these islands had received 
the privilege of Roman citizenship, and were under the 
magistracy of duumvirs, the usual municipal chief officers; 
while the term “first,” or “ chief,” applies not necessarily to 
an actual magistrate, and corresponds to that of princeps, or 
patron, used without reference to any official authority. 
Such is the view of President Woolsey, drawn from inscrip- 
tions found in these islands, and cited by Hackett in his 
commentary. Of course, the question is simply of historical, 
not of practical, interest. In either case, Luke appears here, 
as elsewhere, the exact narrator.— Received . . . entertained : 
the primary cause of this hospitality was probably the. pres- 
ence of the centurion: yet it soon became apparent that 
there were other guests whose presence conferred far higher 
advantages: the minister of human power receded from view, 
the servant of God came to the front. 

Verses 8-10.—The sick father of Publius first experienced 
the healing power ministered by the apostle; then, as the 
tidings of his cure spread, the sick of the island were brought 
to him and healed. We may be sure that Paul was no less 
careful for their spiritual than for their physical healing: 
and the lower form of beneficence prepared the way for the 
higher.—ept coming: one after another. The coming and | 
the healing continued more or less, probably, during their | 
entire stay in the island. The Aonors and the liberal supply | 
of provisions and such things as they needed, indicate grati- 
tude, and do not indicate barbarism.— As we were setting sail: 
the common version, departed, falls quite short of the idea of 
the original. It is the proper word for putting to sea. 








PRACTICAL LESSONS. 


BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 


| 
| 
Verse 1—Then they knew. While tossed in thestorm, they | 
knew not where they were; and when they struck on the | 
rocks, they were still inignorance. Fear might magnify the | 
peril. Was it an uninhabited rock, where they wouid find no | 
food or shelter, and where, their own provisions having been | 
cast into the sea, they might perish with hunger? or, still 
worse, were the inhabitants cruel and ferocious, who, intent | 
only on securing whatever was of value from the wreck, might 
murder the owners? They knew not, while struggling with | 
the waves. But, ‘“ when they were escaped, they knew that the 
island was called Melita: ”. a part of the Roman Empire, with | 
laws and civilization, with people and rulers from whom they | 
might expect succor. So with all believers. Often, during a | 
season of trial, all things are so overshadowed, circumstances 
so dark, and our own minds so bewildered, that we know not 
whither we are being driven. But we are safe in the care of | 
our Father. Weshall surely escape the storm. And by and 
by we shall know the name of the island! It is supposed that | 
Malta was so named from mel, honey; there being abundance | 
of it there. And we are sure that when the storm subsides, 
after what seems cur shipwreck, we shall know we are on | 
some Malta—where we shall recognize the loving-kindness of | 
God, and experience that his promises, fulfilled in our | 
experience, are “ sweeter than honey and the honey-comb.” 
What we know not now, we shall know hereafter; and when | 
all the storms of life are over, and death has cast us ashore in | 


| ashamed to be dependent. 


eternity, then we shall know that we are at home, in our 
Father’s house. 


Verse 2.— Barbarous people. The word was applied by the 
Greeks to all who spoke some other language which they 
could not understand. “Greeks and Barbarians,” just as 
“Jews and Gentiles,” comprehended all mankind. But the 
confusion of languages will some day cease, when all people 
will speak the languags of Zion. Bagster, the publisher of 
the Polyglot Buble, placed a Greek motto on every title-page, 
with this signification,—‘* Mortals verily have many tongues, 
immortals only one.” The gospel is calculated equally for 
all. The apostle said he was “ debtor both to the Greeks and to 
he Barbarians.” TF uaith in Christ breaks down the barriers of 
nation and language, and binds together all believers in one 
Holy Brotherhood, “where there is neither Greek nor Jew, 


| Barbarian, Scythian, bond, or free, but Christ is all and in 


all.” 


No litile On some parts of the British coast there 
used to live a setof savages who, by false signals, would allure 


+4 
kindness. 


| vessels on to the rocks, that they might plunder the property 
These “ Barbarians” acted | 
| better than many so-called Christians. 


while the sailors were perishing. 
Alas that the calami- 
ties of some should be rejoiced in by others as an opportunity 
of selfish gain! Yet this is often so. Let us not be outdone 
by these barbarians. 

Tey kindled a fire. Philanthropy may exercise itself, as 
in providing food for the hungry, or in furnishing fire for 
those who might perish from cold. God has bountifully pro- 
vided coal in the earth, near the surface, and in large 
abundance for the wants of man. Let us distribute to those 
who have need. “ Freely ye have received, freely give.” 


Received us every one. There were a large number, two 
hundred and seventy-six persons, yet all were lodged, though 
strangers and destitute. These islanders were not Christians, 
but they were men, and recognized the common claims of 
humanity. How much more should Christians! Nearness to 
suffering is neighborhood, and we should act the part of 
neighbors. If an accident occurs under our observation, and 
suffering persons aro near our door, or beside our path, instead 
of repining that such a burden is laid on us, and trying to 
evade it, we should feel it a special honor, an opportunity to 
be seized with grateful alacrity. And if we do this, and are 
disposed to be proud of it, the question may be asked, “ What 
do ye more than others?’"’ What more than these “ barbarous 
people?” 

Verse 3.— Paul gathered sticks. The apostle was not above 
doing anything useful. He had often woven tent-cloth. He 
had helped to lighten the ship during the storm. “ We cast 
out with our own hands the tackling of theship.” Andsohe 
rendered help in collecting fuel for the fire. They who share 
in the warmth should help gather thecoal. Some are content 
to be served without serving,—to get all and give nothing. 
[he apostle set a nobler exainple. It would have been far 
more undignified if, becanse he was an apostle, he had stood 
aside in his dignity, and let others do all the work. There is 
no honor in indolence, no dignity in the pride that is not 
We cannot imitate Paul in all he 


did, but we can in this. We cannot preach as he did, nor 


| speak with tongues, nor heal the sick, but we can gather sticks. 


Those who feel unqualified for the higher work of the Chris- 


| tian church can find other service suited to their powers. God 
| accepts all faithful workers, not according to the nature of 
| the work, but to the fidelity of the worker. 
| kindle the fire, can at least “gather sticks."—The viper. 


They who cannot 


Danger may come to us while doing work that is good and 
useful. The viper was in the sticks which Paul gathered: 
and we may unconsciously bring to our homes or persons 
what may give pain and sorrow, while we are employed in 
good service for God and man. We musi not refuse to bs 
active, lest harm should happen to us. Indolence would be 
greater harm than a viper darting from honest industry, 
which will do us no more real injury than this viper did to 
Paul. If ever harm should come to us while diligent in doing 
our duty,—if we should be assailed by the envy, jealousy, 
malice of men, while engaged in any good service for men,— 
let us not regret our service, but remember Paul, and the viper 
that fastened on the hand that gathered the sticks ! 


Verse 4.—No doubt this man isa murderer. The Barbarians 
showed that they believed in a divine Moral Ruler of the 
Universe, who watched the actions of men, and punished 
evil-doers. They did not regard him indifferent to what men 
do. A murderer was the object of heaven's vengeance; 
though he might escape the justice of men, the ocean would 
rouse its waves to drown him; though he should escape the 
storm, a serpent would fasten on him and killhim. There 
was much error and superstition in their minds, but their 
belief was better than the skepticism which denies the exist- 
ence of a personal God and a moral government aliogether. 
“ Verily, there is a God who judgeth in the earth.” If not in 
this life, yet in the future life, vengeance will overtake the 
wicked. But they were in error when supposing that all 


calamities are a sign of crime, Against this our Lord warned | 


his disciples. We are not to suppose that great sufferers are 
necessarily great sinners. “Whom the Lord loveth he 








chasteneth.” Learn to be patient under false accusations 
A good conscience gives tranquillity. They who know they 
are innocent can afford to wait till God shall vindicate them. 
“ Te that believeth shall not make haste.” Christ was charged 
with casting out devils by Beelzebub. The disciple is not 
greater than his Lord. 

Verse 5.—JIe shook off the beast. So when we are unjustly 
maligned, let us calmly, and without anger, shake off the beast ! 
Let us not dart, like another viper, on our assailant, rendering 
cursing for cursing, but calmly and quietly shake off the 
insult,—shake it from our thoughts and memories, and throw 
it into the fire of forgetfulneses. So when “that old serpent, 
the devil,” springs on us, and with some fierce temptation 
would bite and poison us, let us shake off the evil desire, the 
unholy thought; not cherishing it and enfolding it, but cast- 
ing it away into the fire the Holy Ghost kindles, there to be 
destroyed. 

He felt no harm. The promise was fulfilled, “ Ye shall 
take up serpents,” etc, God's providence extends to the tooth 
of a viper, as well as to the fall of asparrow. He can say 
to any of the forces of nature, “ Touch not mine anointed, 
and do my prophets no harm.” No real harm can come to 
God's children. “ There shall no evil befall thee: thou shalt 
tread upon the lion and adder.” (Psa. 91.) Calumny and 
false judgments, the world’s enmity and Satan’s malice, shall 
prove innocuous. There may be fear and pain for a little 
while—but very soon “ afterwards,” it will be trae of every 
believer, ‘ He felt no harm.” 


Verse 6.—They changed their minds. They expected to see 
this supposed murderer fall dead from the effect of the bite; 
but ‘“‘ when they saw no harm come to him, they said that he 
was a god!” So, at Lystra, the people who had been ready to 
offer sacrifice to Paul and Barnabas changed their minds and 
stoned them. (Acts 14.) Let us not overesteem either 
popular favor or popular hatred, there may be as little solid 
basis for the one as the other. But let it be the chief aim to 
please God, and have the testimony of a good conscience. 


Verse 7.—Publius. Happy they who, being “chief” in 
regard to “ possessions,” are also chief in regard to benevolence. 
Wealth without generosity makes its possessor truly poor. 
He may be rich, but he is wretched—a miser, and so miserable. 
Our Lord said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
Some who have the power to be thus blessed deprive them- 
selves of the privilege, and turn their possessions into losses. 
Publius little knew the blessing that had come to his house 
in the person of this shipwrecked captive. “ Be not forgetful 
to entertain strangers, for some have entertained angels 
unawares.” 


Verse 8.— The father of Publius sick of a fever. The chief 
man of the island honored his father, whom it was his delight 
to shelter beneath his own roof in his latter years. Family 
love and neighbor love should go together. Some confine all 
their charity to their own home, and harden their hearts to 
all claims from outside. Others pretend to diffusive generosity 
and neglect their own households. Publius took care of his 
aged father, but did not plead that because he was now sick, 
and needed special attention, he, Publius, must not be expected 
to do anything for these shipwrecked people. A truly kind 
and generous heart is not absorbed by one object 80 as to be 
unable to extend help to others, but is rather stimu'ated 
thereby, and the more ready to succor any who need, 


Paul laid his hands onhim and healed him. Picture Paul 
making kind inquiries of Publius respecting the welfare of 
himself and his family; and picture Publius telling of the 
danger in which his father was from dysentery and fever. 
Picture the astonishment of the idolater, when he saw Paulin 
the sick-room, praying to an unseen God for the recovery of 
his father, and laying his hands on him, and when he beheld 
the beloved patient rising from his bed, perfectly recovered ! 
Christ is sure to repay, in some form, every service rendered 
to his friends, A cup of cold water given in his name does 
not lose its reward. As the woman of Sarepta who enter- 
tained Elijah was fed by the meal and oil that wasted not, 
and received alive again, from the prophet’s arms, her son who 
had died; as the Shunammite who lodged Elisha was also 
gladdened by the restoration to life of her son,—so with Publius. 
We know not what blessings we may receive through the 
influence and prayers of those to whom we may show kindness, 
But the very act of doing good brings with itself a pleasure, 
apart from other result, which is ample reward. 


Verse 9.—Others were healed. All this is related with the 
simplicity and absence of all expressions of wonder which 
mark the pen of one who was accustomed to seeing such 
miracles. All through this history there are constant 
evidences of truthfulness. It would seem as if all the sick on 
this small island were healed. An emblem of that heavenly 
world where “the inhabitant shall no more say, I am sick.” 
“From seeming evil still educing good.” How evil the 
tempest seemed! But what good it wrought! Publius would 


else have mourned over the corpse of a father now spared to 
him. Many a household long filled with care and grief, now 
rejoiced that sickness had given place to health, while those 





who had suffered pain and weakness, or were expecling speedy 
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death, now were exulting in new life. And, more than all, 
they had heard of the gospel of salvation, the more ready to 
listen to the good news from having experienced such 
miraculous healing in the name of Jesus. We learn to “ judge 
nothing before the time.” We are often permitted, in the 
present life, to see how God turns seeming evil to real good. 
And we shall see more hereafter. 

Verse 10.— Honored us with many honors. Astonished and 
grateful, Publius and his neighbors, rich and poor, heaped 
kind attentions on Paul and his companions. During three 
months they showed them generous hospitality, and then 
laded their vessel with all that was needful for their journey. 
Such was the result of that storm and shipwreck. The fierce 
wind, the wild waves, the darkened sky, the undergirding, 
the driving up and down in Adria, the roaring breakers, the 
dark night, the ship broken to pieces, the struggling to shore, 
the rain, and the wind, and the cold,—this resulted in three 
months of comfort and kindness to the ship's company, and 
to the healing of the diseases, and we may hope the saving of 
the souls, of many of the islanders. 


“ Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust him for his grace ; 
Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face.” 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL. 


When they were escaped, then they knew (vy. 1). <A great 
many things are clearer to-day than they were yesterday, 
To-morrow will clear up some of the mysteries of to-day. 
Weird shapes of the night take a matter-of-fact form when 
the sun rises. Doubts and fears which oppress us during the 
storm are found to be baseless after the clouds are scattered. 
This ought to comfort us when we most need cheer. What 
we do not know now, we shall know hereafter. If now we 
see through a glass darkly, we shall then see face to face; we 
shall then know even as we are known. In our patience 
possess we our souls. ‘ Here is the patience and the faith of 
the saints.” 

The barbarous people showed us no little kindness (v. 2). God 
has glad surprises at every turn for those who trust him, and 
who walk confidently in the path of duty. People who are 
called barbarous, or sordid, or cold-hearted, are found ready 
to show no little kindness to the followers of Jesus. Every 
faithful mission-school worker in the slums of a great city, 
every sensible Bible-reader, or tract distributor, or street 
preacher, can bear witness to this fact. So also can any one 
who has found himself sick, or with a sick friend, among 
strangers. He can never forget the kindness then shown to 
him by those from whom he expected least. The rudest 
people, as well asthe people of Christian culture, may be 
trusted to show kindness to those who go among them in the 
name and in the spirit of Jesus, 


Paul . . . gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the 
fire (v. 3). If aman wants a fire kept up, he must do his 
share in supplying its fuel. It will not burn long unless it is 
replenished. Those who need its warmth, “ because of the 
present rain, and because of the cold,” are the ones to gather 
sticks for it. It was down on the coast of Florida, in war- 
time. <A little band of Christian soldiers held a weekly prayer- 
meeting in a church building, deserted of its ordinary con- 
gregation. One evening a new voice was heard there. An 
officer who had been in frequent attendance, but who had not 
before taken part in the exercises, said: “I am not accus- 
tomed to speak in prayer-meetings. I do not feel competent 
to that service. But I have so greatly enjoyed these meetings, 
week after week, that I have thought it was hardly fair for 
me to be always warming myself by this Christian fire without 
ever furnishing an armful of fuel; so I rise to tell you that 
your Saviour is my Saviour, and that I am very grateful for 
all the help and cheer you have been to me in his service, at 
these week-night prayer-meetings.” And as that little 
“bundle of sticks” was thrown into that army prayer-meet- 
ing fire, the flame flashed up there in new light and warmth, 
and more than one soldier present rejoiced afresh in its glow. 
When did you gather the last bundle of sticks for the fire of 
your church or neighborhood prayer-meeting? It may be by 
timely words of exhortation or prayer that you supply your 
share of the fuel. 1t may be by a part in the service of song. 
Or it may be by the responsive look in your face, helping him 
who leads, by the assurance that one at least of those before 
him is all aglow with love for the truth he emphasizes, In 
one way or another you ought to supply “a bundle of 
sticks” to keep your prayer-meeting fire agoing. 


They said, ... No doubt this man is a murderer, whom 

+ vengeance suffereth not to live (v. 4). How easy it is to 
be sure that other people deserve punishment, and are getting 
it. If we are in trouble, we wonder why God afllicts us. At 
all events, we ave not to blame for our misfortunes, If the 
trouble is at our next-door neighbor's, it is plain enough where 
the fault lies. If their house is robbed, there is “ no doubt” 
that they were very careless in leaving their doors and win- 





dows unfastened. If their children are disobedient or 
graceless, there is “ no doubt” that the parents sadly neglected 
them. If those neighbors lose their property, there is “ no 
doubt” that they were always extravagant or shiftless. With 
what guileless simplicity the disciples came to Jesus, asking 
about the blind man, “ Master, who did sin, this man, or his 
parents, that he was born blind ” After all, those Maltese 
barbarians were not so different from the rest of us. “It 1s 
good enough for him,” or “It is what he might have 
expected,” is the judgment we too often pass upon the one 
whom, without good reason, we esteem “ smitten of God, and 
afflicted.” ‘“‘ Who art thou that judgest another?” 

After they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to 
him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god 
(v. 6). When a good man is roundly abused by the public, he 
may find comfort, if he needs it, in the conviction that the 
pendulum of popular opinion will doubtless soon swing as 
far toward the other extremity of its arc as it now swings 
toward this. Illustrations of this truth are innumerable. If 
the ten Americans of our first century who in their day 
had most of denunciation from press and platform were now 
to be designated, it would perhaps be found that bronze 
statues of no less than six of them are already in our public 
parks, and that the names of at least as many are popularly 
counted synonyms of political purity or of personal integrity. 
But, after all, popular opinion is as likely to be extreme and 
unfair in one direction as in another. We may well hesitate 
to believe that a representative official or a religious teacher 
is either a murderer or a god—merely because editors or other 
people say so. 

Others also, . . . came, and were healed (v. 9). They were a 
pretty sensible people there at Melita. They did not wait 
for Paul to come to them when they weresick. They looked 
him up and sought a cure. They did not rest in the idea 
that if they were to be cured they would be cured, and that 
there was nothing for them to do about it. They took it for 
granted that, if they failed to do their part in availing them- 
selves of the opportunities of that hour, there would be no 
cure for them at the hands of Paul. If a man wants a bless- 
ing from the Lord, he ought to ask for it. If he wants help 
from one of God's servants he ought to seek it. Whether it 
is forgiveness of sin, peace of mind, more of faith or of strength, 
Christian counsel or sympathy, the responsibility is on him to 
go where it may be found, and let his want be known. 


They laded us with such things as were necessary (v.10). If 
you are going to do anything for another, try to doit in the 
line of his needs. If it is nothing more than the loan of a 
book, be sure that the book is one likely to be of service to 
him to whom it is offered. In selecting Christmas or birthday 
gifts, have an eye to the real wants of the recipients. There 
is a great deal of money wasted on worthless gifts; and most 
of it is wasted because the givers are not at the trouble of 
inquiring what things are necessary or desirable to those 
whom they intend to honor or gratify. In the truths taught 
and the words of counsel spoken in the Sunday-school class, 
there is need of careful attention to the wants of the scholars 
severally. I¢ is a teacher's duty to know what his scholars 
ought to have, and then to lade them with such things as are 
necessary. There is no higher duty than this, to the faithful 
Sunday-school teacher. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Where did Paul tell the captain of the ship and the sailors, 
they must be cast? The island was named Melita, and is now 
called Malta. It will be easy for any teacher, while talking 
of the island, to make an outline of it on the blackboard ; for 
it can be remembered, and copied from any large map. 
Draw the outline of a small, oblong island, seventeen miles 
long from north-west to south-east, and nine miles in breadth 
in its widest part; its rounding south-eastern shore smooth 
and sloping down to the sea; its northern and north-western 
shore, where the vessel was wrecked, rocky with many irreg- 
ular inlets, where the surf dashed against its rugged, uneven 
shore. 

How did the crowd of men reach the shore safely? Did 
any of them know to what land they were going! They 
could not tell, but they were glad to escape and reach solid 
ground anywhere. This island was far off from the main 
land, away out in the midst of the great sea. After they had 
all safely landed, they soon found out the name of the island. 
What was it called then? What is it called now? There 
were people living on tie island; not so many as live there 
now, but enough to know that a ship had been wrecked on 
the coast. The news soon went from one to another that cold, 
stormy morning. “A wreck! a wreck!” And the people 
went hurrying down to the coast. 

If you were near the sea, and heard that a ship had been 
lost, and the passengers and crew all cast ashore without food 
or shelter, what would you want to do for them? Luke says, 
“The barbarous people showed us no little kindness.” That 
means that they did a great many kind things for them. 
When they saw how cold and wet they were, the first thing 











they did was to kindlea fire. There were plenty of tall rocks 
near by, where they could build one and shelter it from the 
wind ; and, no doubt, plenty of wood was lying about that had 
been cut or broken from the trees and bushes. These bar- 
barous people did not know anything about the shivering 
crowd, but they made them all welcome. Luke says, “They 
received us every one.” No difference was made between the 
passengers or crew, soldiers or prisoners ; they were all alike 
cold and wet, and needed warmth and shelter. How com- 
fortable the bright fire must have been to warm their cold 
bodies, and dry their clothes, wet from the driving rain and 
soaked by the salt water of the sea through which they had 
swum or drifted to the land! These kind people do not seem 
to us to have been barbarous, do they? Lukeand Paul both 
called them barbarians; but they did not meam that they 
were savages, or wild, cruel people, or a cunning race who 
would get the crowd to stay with them awhile and then 
murder them all. In those days all the people who were not 

Xomans or Greeks, or who could not speak these languages 
were called barbarians. 

They were kind, and Paul was helpful. He gathered a 
bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, when, suddenly, a 
viper darted out of the flame and fastened itself on Paul’s 
hand. When it is cold, serpents become stiff and cannot 
move. The viper had been picked up perhaps by Paul, among 
the pieces of wood, and did not show among the bare, brown 
sticks; but the heat soon warmed it to life, and it came angrily 
darting out of the flame. The island people saw it, and 
whispered to each other, ‘ He is a murderer; he will die. 
He has been too wicked to live; he was saved from the wreck, 
but that bite will kill him.” They seem to have known that 
Paul was a prisoner. Perhaps he wore his chains or was 
fastened to his guard. They looked to see his hand and arm 
swell and become dark-colored, to see him stagger and fall, 
dizzy and then dead ; for they knew what the bite of such a 
viper did to their people. But no such thing happened to 
Paul: he had shaken off the viper, its forked tongue loosened 
from his hand, and it coiled itself up and quickly perished in 
the heap of blazing brush. They watched Paul, and saw that 
no harm came to him. Then “they changed their minds.”’ 
How quickly people can change their minds about somebody 
else! At first they thought he was a murderer; then they 
said he was a god. Once before some people changed their 
minds about Paul; they at first thought he was a god, and 
wanted to worship him with praises and with flowers, but 
soon after they wanted to kill him. Where was that? How 
did they try to kill him then? 

There was a chief man in Melita, the ruler or governor of 
the island, named Publius. He received them kindly, and 
Luke says, “ He received us and lodged us three days.” All 
the two hundred and seventy-six men found places somewhere 
among the kind people who warmed and dried them when 
they came; but it was Paul’s company who were received 
into the house of the governor, at least until some other 
quarters were provided. 

How many friends were with Paul? Who had charge of 
the prisoners? Probably the Roman governor, Publius, 
invited the Roman centurion, Julius, to bring his guard and 
prisoners to his home. Luke was with them, and he and his 
friend shared all that was done for Paul. 

Publius was well paid for all his kindness to the prisoner. 
In the governor's house was a sick man, his father ; and Luke, 
the wise doctor. saw what was his disease, and knew what 
kind of fever had made him so sick and weak. But Luke 
the physician was not asked to give him medicine, or to try 
to cure him. He did not go there with any fame as a doctor, 
for he and Paul were strangers to the people, who only knew 
Paul as a prisoner whom a serpent could not destroy, and 
Luke as his friend. But Paul soon knew the man was sick, 
and he found his way to the room where helay. Weare told 
just four things about it: (1.) ‘“ Paul entered in ;” (2.) he 
“ prayed ;” (3) “he laid his hands on him ;” (4) “he healed 
him.” 

Have the points repeated, one by one. Doesn't that sound 
like the stories, in a few words, of what Jesus did when his 
hands touched the sick, or his lips spoke the word of healing? 

It was soon known that Paul had healed the governor's 
sick father, and then others came and were healed. We do 
not know how many, but those who had diseases were glad to 
come or be brought to the prisoner; and they all went away 
healed. 

Paul stayed in Melita three months. In all those weeks he 
found many times to heal the sick, and talk of Christ to all 
who would hear. We are not told that he preached, but it 
was always with prayer and in Christ’s name that he healed 
the sick ; and we know he was always ready and anxious to 
speak for Christ. The man who in a crowd, on the way to 
prison, stopped to tell how he became a Christian, who talked 
before Felix of righteousness and judgment, who preached to 
kings and queens of Christ risen from the dead, was not silent 
in the three months of winter on the island where he was 
wrecked. Paul made friends there; and, better still, he made 
friends for Christ. The people honored him. Luke says, 
“ They honored us with many honors.” And when the early 
spring days came, and trees began to bud, the soft winds to 
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blow, and the beautiful sky was clear over the blue waters, it 
was time for all the crew and the soldiers with their charge 
to start again toward Rome. The kind people followed Paul 
and Luke with honors and gifts: and when they left, loaded 
them with such things as would add to their comfort on the 
sea voyage. One who sailed from Malta says: “If they did 
for Paul eighteen hundred years ago as they did for us, the 
people brought oranges and figs to refresh them on their jour- 
ney, for they grow in plenty on the island.” 

Can you tell all the ways in which God showed his love 
and care for Paul at Melita? Jesus fulfilled his promises to 
him; for he said of his apostles, ‘‘ They shall take up serpents ; 
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” 
Paul was always thankful. In the beginning of nearly every 
one of his letters he says something about giving thanks to 
God ; and he was thankful always to his fellow-mem for the 
least kindness. What does he say in our golden text? That 
verse was written some years before his shipwreck, in a letter 
from Corinth, the place where he lived with his friends the 
tent-makers and worked with them. But in all these years 
and wanderings Paul never ceased to be thankful, and feel 
that he was a debtor to any who helped him, whether prince 
or servant, soldier orslave. Whatisittobeadebtor? What 
did the islanders at Melita do for Paul? What did Paul do 
for them? He healed their sick bodies and told them of 
Christ, who can heal the sin-sick soul; and they gave him 
honors, as they ought. 

Does it not seem as if they were more indebted to Paul than 
he to them? There is One greater than Paul, to whom you 
are debtor for life and salvation. Have you honored him 
with gifts or service? He only asks your heart and its love, 
and then, like Paul, you will gladly say, “ Whose I am and 
whom I serve.” 





BLACKBOARD. 
BY HENRY PLANT. 


EXPLANATORY. 

When the Lord Jesus called Paul to be a chosen vessel to 
bear his name to the Gentiles, Paul gave himself to Jesus 
for that work. Therefore, he had an obligation to discharge, 
in other words, he became a debtor to the Gentiles, that is, 
he owed it to them to preach the gospel to them. In this 
covenant obligation we have the meaning of the golden text, 
“Tam a debtor, etc.” 
To fulfill this obligation, Paul was ready to endure any 
trial and face any danger; and the Lord, on his part, gave 
him favor with the Romans, Greeks, and barbarians, brought 
him safely through trials and made all things work together 
for his help. In this, we see the meaning of the Central. 
Truth, ‘‘ The Lord's servants are safe.” 























Partl. PAULIN TRUST WITH THE GOSPEL (Golden Text) 
To the Greeks To the wise, 
A DEBTOR an and 
To the Barbarians; | To the unwise. 
Part 2: PAUL SAFE. (Central Truth.) 

From THE STORM— | 

From THE SHIPWRECK— F 

From THE VIPER— { SAFE! 

From BARBARIANS; J 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Ux.ookED-ror Buiessixcs—When Luther suddenly disap- 
peared, and none of his friends knew what had happened to 
him, the reformers of Germany and the rest of Europe were 
in great distress and trouble; but only so, confined in the 
castle of Wartburg, could time have been found in his busy 
life to translate the Bible into German. The stream of the 
water of life appeared to be cut off; but 1t was really only 
dammed up for a season, to be turned into a straight channel 
through which it should flow for ages to supply a thirsty 
people. So also when Tyndale’s New Testament, the first in 
English of the Reformation, was gathered up and burned, the 
money spent by its enemies in purchasing only furnished the 
impoverished reformer with funds to proceed with an improved 
and more abundant edition. 

FRieNDs AMONG THE BARBARIANS.—When William Penn 
came amongst the Indians, with love as his chief defensive 
armor and offensive weapon, he declared in the grand meet- 
ing at Shackamaxon, in 1682, ‘“ We are all of one flesh and 
blood.” The savages replied: ‘We will live in love with 
William Penn and his children as long as the moon and the 
sun shall endure.” And they kept their word. Says Ban- 
croft, “ Not a drop of Quaker blood was ever shed by an 
Indian.” 

SprrituaL Heatiyc.—A pathetic and poetic parallel to the 
deeper sense of this narrative is found in Augustine's ‘‘ Confes- 
sions.” “ But why I went hence, and went whither thou 

knowest, O God, yet shewedst it neither to me nor to my 


sail? 
main point of her desire, regardedst not what she then asked, 
that thou mightest make me what she ever asked.” 





me as far. as the sea, . . . And I lied to my mother, and such 
a mother, and escaped. For this also thou hast mercifully 
forgiven me, preserving me thus full of execrable defilements 
from the waters of the sea for the water of thy grace, 
whereby when I was cleansed, the streams of my mother's 
eyes should have dried, with which for me she daily watered 
the ground. . . . And what, O Lord, was she with so many 
tears asking of thee, but that thou wouldst not suffer me to 
But thou, in the depth of thy counsel, and hearing the 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


Acts 28:1. When they were escaped, then they knew. We 
ascertained. They probably learned the name by inqniring 
of inhabitants, many of whom were doubtless drawn to the 
spot by the wreck of the ship.—Lange. 


V. 2. The barbarous people. Or “barbarians,” as in 
verse 4. So the Greeks cod Romans called other nations 
than themselves, especially when speaking another language. 
It means here nothing more than “ natives,” although suggest- 
ing the fact that they spoke an unusual language, namely, 
one like that spoken by the people of Carthage (Punic Pho- 
nician), who, before their conflicts with the Romans, con- 
trolled this part of the Mediterranean Sea. The Greeks and 
Romans never introduced their language and customs to any 
great extent.—Liddle. 


V.3. Paul had gtthered a bundle of sticks. We find the 
apostle doing the office of a prisoner, serving the wants of 
others.— Bengel. 


A viper out of the heat. When the temperature falls con- 
siderably below the mean temperature of the region which 
pace 4 inhabit, these reptiles become torpid. This serpent was 
probably in such a state, but was roused and irritated by 
the heat, and hence darted at the hand of Paul. Luke does 
not, it is true, say in express terms that it had bitten the 
apostle, but the narrative, however, seems to assume or imply 
that he had actually been bitten, for it introduces the follow- 
ing facts: it attached itself to, fastened on, his hand (v. 3); 
it was seen hanging on his hand (v. 4); and the islanders 
expected that he would swell, or fall down (v. 6); besides, 
their opinion was sustained by their knowledge, derived 
from experience, that the bite of this viper caused death. 
No venomous vipers are at present found in any part of the 
island of Malta. The general fact is, indeed, well known, 
that in other regions also, in the same proportion in which 
the woods are cleared, and the cultivation of the soil extends, 
poisonous reptiles disappear.—James Smith. 


V. 4. Vengeance suffereth not to live. The only natural 
—— is that, seeing Paul to be a prisoner, perhaps 
still fastened to a soldier, they insisted that he was guilty of 
some crime, and seeing him assailed by a venomous animal, 
whose bite they well knew to be mortal, they concluded that 
his crime was that of murder, as the highest known to 
human laws, and one appropriately punished by the loss of 
life.—Alexander. 


V.6. Said that he was a god. The change in this case 
was the opposite of that undergone by the idolaters at Lystra, 
who first tried to worship Paul, and then to kill him, or at 
least consented to his being stoned. A god, not necessarily 
any particular deity of their own or of the c'assical mythol- 
ogy (Azculapius, Hercules, etc.), but a divine person; not 
because the serpent was itself regarded as divine, but because 
he had escaped what they knew to be the usual, perhaps the 
invariable, effects of its poison.—_Jb. 


V.7. Chief man of the island. This does not indicate any 
precedence in rank, on account of birth and wealth; for if 
the writer had intended to state such a fact, it would not 
have been Publius, but bis father, who would have been 
represented as the first or chief manof the island. Hence 
the expression is intended to specify the rank and authority 
of a ruler or magistrate. Publius was, without doubt, the 
Roman commander, that is, the legate of the praetor of Sicily, 
to whose province Malta belonged. Two inscriptions have 
since been discovered in Malta, the one in Greek, the other 
in Latin (the latter at the foot of a pillar in Citta Vecchia 
in the year 1747), which contain the same honorary title, and 
from which it may be inferred that the latter was an estab- 
lished and official title —Meyer. 


V.8. Father of Publius lay sick of a fever, etc. Luke is 
noted as using in all his writings medical terms, which is 
accounted ‘for from his being a physician. The di-ease was 
dysentery with fevers (attacks and risings of fever), and we 
have ascertained from medical testimony that this disease is 
not uncommon on the island, and was probably much more 
common in the more uncuitivated state of the land, and 
when it was less settled than at the present. 


V.9. When this was done, others also . . . came, and were 
healed. It is a serious matter that no mention is here made 
of any communications of the special blessings of the gospel, 
during Paul's abode on the island, or of any offer of salva- 
tion in Christ. We merely read that many came in order to 
regain their bodily health, although favorable opportunities 
were afforded, when they might, and indeed should, have 
inquired after the way of salvation.— /ieger. 


V.10. Who also honored us... 
they laded us, etc. This was not taking hire for the mira- 
cles wrought among them (Matt. 10: 8), but such grateful 
expressions of feeling, particularly in providing what would 
minister to their comfort during the voyage, as showed the 
value they set upon the presence and labors of the apostle 
among them, and such as it would have hurt their feelings to 
refuse. Whether any permanent effects of this three months’ 


and when we departed” 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS, 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Principal 
Cavan, of Knox College. . 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 

every Saturday, at 8 p m., in the Class-room Y. M, C. A. Hall. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in the Meionaon, every 

Saturday at noon. Also, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Bromfield Street, at 

3p. m., Saturday. Both led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 

Troy, N. Y., Union Meeting every Tuesday evening, at 744 o’clock 

State Street Methodist Church, Conducted by the Rev George J. 

Brown. Wednesday evenings, Teachers’-Meeting at Fifth Street 

Presbyterian Church, the Rey. Dr, William Irvin, conductor. Thurs- 

day evenings, at North Second Street Methodist Church, at8 o'clock. 

Conducted by the Rev. H. C, Farrar. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4p. m., in the 

Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 

day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room. 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 

p, m., in the First Presbyterian Church, 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 

evening and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, cor- 

ner of Fifteenth and Chestnut Streets, 

Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 

evening in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 p. m., in 

the Y. M. ©, A. Rooms. 

Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 

day, at 6 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 

noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 38 Fifth Avenue. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 

12 to 12.45 p.w., inthe Y. M. ©. A. Hall. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 

3p. m., inthe Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 

5 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 

at noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 

evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 

Mr. C. P. Jacobs. 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street. Also, Teachers’ Normal 
class and Lesson Study every Thursday in the First Presbyterian 
Church, corner Fourteenth Street and Lucas Place, at8 p.m. Teach- 
ers’ Association (Union) meets for Institute work the first Tuesday 
evening of each month, in Pilgrim Congregational Church. 

Alton, Ill., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, in the First Baptist Church. 

Springfield, [ll., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
noon, in the Y. M. ©. A. Hall. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p.m., inthe Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class in the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday 
evening in the Y. M. C., A. Parlor. 

Chicago: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, 
in Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 a. m., in 
Farwell Hall, conducted by BK. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ 
Meeting every Saturday, at 2 p. m., in Bible Work Room, Y, M. C. A. 
Building. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday 
of every month, at Mr. Moody’s Church, South Side Teachers’-Meet- 
ing fourth Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E. Church. 
West Side Teachers’-Meeting third Tuesday eveningof the month, 
at Union Park Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Read- 
ing Room, at 150 Madison Street. 

Burlington, lowa, Sunday School Normal class (Union), the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Minneapolis, Union meeting for Bible Study every Saturday, from 
11 to 12 4. m., in Association Hail, Conducted by C. A. J. Marsh, 

N »rwood, ‘ nt., Normal Class of teachers and older pupils of the 
Presbyterian Sabbath School meets at the Manse every Friday 
evening. Conducted by the Pastor, Rev. T. F. Fotheringay, 

Peoria, IJl.. Normal Class meets weekly. Conducted by Miss Mary 
G. Burdett, 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first and third Tuesday 
evenings of each month, in the different churches. 

Denver, Col., Sunday School Union meets the second Tuesday evening 
of each month. 


FOREIGN SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSO- 
CIATION. 


The meeting of the Foreign Sunday School Association 
for November was held on the lst inst. Numerous 
communications from abroad were received. Among these 
a letter was read from 





ITALY. 

Giovanni Santucci, who has been for years a worker in 
Sunday-school and day-schools at the town of San Francesco, 
has lately been forced, by the persecution of the bishop and 
clergy of the Romish Church, to leave that place and settle 
at Poggio Mirteto, a neighboring village. Here he now 





stay of the greatest of the apostles were left at Malta, we 
cannot pee say. Bunt though little dependence is to be 
placed upon ths tradition that Publius became bishop of 
Malta, and afterwards bishop of Athens, we may well believe 
the accredited tradition that the beginnings of the Christian 
Church at Malta sprang out of this memorable visit.— Brown 





mother, who grievously bewailed my journey and followed 


and Fausset. 






conducts a Sunday-school and other religious services, to 
| which most of his scholars at San Francesco come. 
| Recently he was waited upon by the civil authorities of 
| San Francesco, who showed him a petition signed by two- 
| thirds of the inhabitants of the place, requesting the mayor 


to provide them with a school teacher and an Evangelical 
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minister, “as they no longer wished to be connected with 
the Romish Church.” Santucci was urged by the authori- 
ties to fill this position, but owing to ill health, consequent 
upon his severe persecution, and to other causes, he was 
unable to accept. The change in public sentiment in the 
place seems to be entirely owing to his teachings, and 
mainly through the instrumentality of the Sunday-school. 

On September 20, a public demonstration in favor of 
Evangelical doctrines took place in the equare of Poggio 
Mirteto, causing great fright to the bishop of the Romish 
Church, but dispersing quite harmlessly. The Sunday- 
schools at this latter place are so full of children that no 
more can be accommodated, 

SPAIN, 

The Rey. Henry R. Duncan writes from Cordoba, He 
has left temporarily his parish at Seville, in order to re- 
establish on a firm footing a decaying mission at the former 
place, Here he opened a Sunday-school simultaneously 
with other services, Ile manages it entirely, assisted in 
instructing the children by the day-school teacher and his 
assistant. The first day only four children came, but in 
eight weeks the school has incrersed to an attendance 
between twenty-one and thirty-six. It1is not unusual to 
have several adults present during the Sunday-school hour. 
At Seville, the Sunday-school has doubled, from thirty to 
sixty, since the introduction of the paper, El Amigo de 
la Infancia, into the school. Mr. Duncan adds, “ Our 
Sunday-echool is principally for the children of the day 
school; but others have joined under encouraging circum- 
stances. One school-master, who had given up all 
religion, met me one Sunday going home from the Sunday- 
school, I showed bim the Amigo, which pleased him, and 
he said he had occupied himself with such things too. He 
had then been a Romanist. Some time afterward he asked 
leave to send his three sons to our Sunday-school, as he 
wished them to learn about religion, that they might judge 
for themselves. They came to the morning service as well, 
and went home to tell enthusiastically, what they had 
heard. The result was that the father too began to come, 
and he seems now to be earnestly with us. I believe that 
there must be a real heart change in him, and I attributea 
good deal, in the first instance, to the attraction to his chil- 
dren of your gift of papera. The general effect in our 
Sabbath-schools has been most salutary and satisfactory.” 

L. B. Armstrong writes from Valladolid: “The welcome 
Sunday School Times comes regularly to hand. On men- 
tioning the idea of translating it to others, I find that we 
are not yet ripe in Spain for it. We cannot press union in 
work, we must let it grow. The Amigo is regularly sent, 
for children’s use, to Oviedo and Besullo in Asturias, 
Panplona in Navarre, Izoatoraf in Jaen, and Fuen te Sanco 
in Zamora.” He concludes: “ The best sign in Spain is the 
desire of the people to purchase the gospel.” 

Antonio Martinez, of Reus Taragona, sends acknowl- 
edgment of money received, and says: “ We wantin Spain 
a Sunday-school review to help our preparation and teach 
us the best system for the direction of Sunday-schools.” 

The Rey. G.S. Benoliel, in charge of an Evangelical 
church at Alicante, says that he has always had a Sunday- 
school in connection with it. About twenty children come 
to the school, and almost as many adults, for whom a Bible 
class has been opened. Among the children are three, one a 
boy of only seven years, who learn, besides the regular lesson, 
some chapter in the Bible each week, and recite it before 
the school each Sunday. At the neighboring town of 
Aleoy, an interesting mission has been opened; but the 
children as yet receive no education to speak of, either 
religious or secular, and grow up in terrible ignorance, and 
full of all manner of superstition. 

GERMANY, 


Sophie Goebel writes from Kensrath bei Langenfeld: 
“Our Sunday-school has reached an important point, 
namely, the branching off of a new school from the old, so 
that many children who live far away can also learn the 
word of God. There will be no lack of children, and all are 
full of anticipation. The old superintendent takes charge 
of the new school, while another teacher fills his place in 
the old one.” Money is asked for, to begin the new school 
as soon as possible. 

Maria Hang, of Besigheim, writes: “The arrangements 
in our Sunday-schools are noc very different from those in 
yours ; but, in addition, I have a private class for girls from 
fourteen to seventeen years of age. I read to them, and 
sing and pray with them. We have also a small library 
for these girls.” 

Maria Berg, of Elversberg, writes: “ I have been able to 
resume my class of girls, from fourteen to seventeen years of 
age, and about twenty come every Sunday. At six o’clock 
rp. M., my husband gathers the boys together, and holds a 
Sunday-school with them. I hope soon to have help from 
a young girl, and then I can again teach the younger 





children, who so often ask, ‘When will our Sunday-school 
begin again?’ It has rejoiced us to read of the activity of 
your society. May God bless it!” 

A new correspondent, Miss Malvina Behrens, of Arm- 
stadt, writes that three years ago a Sunday-school began 
at that place with only two children. Two nieces of the 
writer told these children Bible stories until the number so 
increased that Miss Behrens herself instructed them, A 
room was then obtained, and the youngest minister in the 
town became its earnest advocate and devoted superin- 
tendent, Sixty children now attend. 

Mr. Bréckelmann says: “On September 17 there were 
seven thousand Sunday-school teachers and one hundred 
and forty thousand scholars in Germany. The number is 
somewhat understated; but will all the Christians in 
America not help us to pray that the Lord wi!l pour out 
his Holy Spirit over our whole work? We want his 
Spirit, and a great revival. We have it not yet, but we 
must haveit throughout Germany. Mr. Ostermeyer travels 
now in Silesia, and then will go to Mechlinburg, where a 
large meeting of six hundred Sunday-school teachers was 
just held. Ata conference in Thuringia, many Sunday- 
school superintendents were present. The Rev. Moenig 
had brought six of his twenty-four lady teachers, and from 
Neimar other teachers came by themselves. Pastor Berker's 
school, at Eisenach, is succeeding well in a new hall, and is 
to be changed into a school with classes. A school is to 
be begun at Razburg, under the care of Pastor Teep.” 


BELGIUM, 


The Rev. Charles Laufer, of Aessonvaux, writes that a 
Sunday-school has existed in connection with the church 
for a number of years. Sixty children or more attend it. 
For twelve years it has been conducted by the teacher in 
the primary day-school, who now has two assistants, 
Madame Laufer teaches the girls, twenty-five in number. 
No others can be found to assist, as the ignorance of the 
adult population is great, although their zeal and devotion 
are good. The school is entirely without books, papers, 
maps, or other means of illustration, Among the four hun- 
dred persons belonging to the church, only eighteen 
families are Protestant by birth; all the others have come 
out of the Romish Church, and have been very badly 
instructed. Under these circumstances the Sunday-school 
assumes great importance. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 


Mrs. Lane writes from Campinas, Brazil: “The Amigo 
dei Infancia is a little stream of good, always flowing in to 
comfort our hearts and strengthen our hands. The edu- 
cated classes of Brazil are almost inaccessible to ihe 


missionaries, and, in order to reach them, a school of high _ 


grade was established, to secure their patronage and do 
something to rescue the youth from atheikxm. Tor four 
years over one hundred pupils have thus daily heard the 
word of God. All these boarders are required to attend a 
Bible class on Sunday. There is also a Sabbath school of 
about forty children held in another place. Four small 
churches have been recently organized, in each of which 
a Sunday-school is regularly sustained. Two of these 
churches are the outgrowth of their own Sabbath schools.” 
The Rev. Mr. Merwin, of Valparaiso, was present at the 
meeting, and spoke of the great value of the paper in Chili, 
and in all Spanish-speaking countries of South America. 
Miss McNeal reports the continued success of the Japan- 
ese Sunday-school paper. 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 
—The Fourth District lowa Sunday School Association, 
including the counties of Black Hawk, Grundy, Hardin, 
Wright, Franklin, Butler, and Bremer, will meet at 


Ackley, December 4-6, 1877, commencing on the even- 
ing of the 4th. 


—Sixth District Illinois Sunday School Convention. 
This Sunday-school district is composed of the seventeen 
south-western counties of the state of Lilinois. The third 
annual district convention convened at Anna, Union 
Co., November 1-3. All the counties but five were 
represented in the Convention, and some of the delegations 
were very large. The Convention was a success from the 
beginning to the end. The attendance was large, and the 
interest was greater than ever before known in this section 
of the state. Not a moment from the opening to the close 
was lost; but, on the other hand, the greatest enthusiasm 
and earnestness in the work prevailed. B. I. Jacobs, E. 
Payson Porter of Chicago, and Stephen Paxson of St. Louis, 
were with us, doing most efficient service in counsel, 
instruction, and spiritual power. Other distinguished 
workers from all parts of the district were present to 
aid in lectures, normal drills, and in all matters per- 
taining to the Sabbath school cause. The Convention 


was a grand success, and workers from all parts of} 


the district went home with new zeal, new ideas, and 
more enthusiasm for the good work. In this sixth district 
there are 699 Sabbath schools, an increase over last year 
of 109. There are 45,869 teachers and scholars, and from 
these schools, during the last year, 1655 have come into the 
various churches. There are more Sabbath schools, more 
Bibles read, more gospel songs sung, and more prayers sent 
to heaven, than ever before. Next annual convention will 
be held at Belleville, St. Clair Co. 


—A superintendent’s sociable was held in the chapel o1 
the Broadway Tabernacle, New York, Monday evening, 
November 5. The topic for consideration was, ‘‘ How can 
we as superintendents best increase the efficiency of our 
work?”*Mr. C. B. Knevals, presiding officer, opened the 
discussion, and was followed by Mr. Ralph Wells, the 
Rev. Alfred Taylor, and others. The following are some 
of the principal thoughts brought out: 

Thorough consecration; Seeking the influence of the Holy 
Spirit; A careful, thorough, and exhaustive study of the lesson; 
Maintaining a weekly teachers’-meeting for the study and exami 
nation of the lesson; Becoming acquainted with the spiritual con 
dition of each scholar; Personal visitation of both teachers and 
scholars; To take scholars who are seeking Christ to the pastor: 
Writing to teachers, and talking over with them about each 
scholar; Securing from each teacher a full report of each scholar’s 
spiritual condition and deportment in the class; Pouring your 
spirit into that of each teacher; An example to teachers in a godly 
life and in thorough mastering of the lesson; Always punctual; 
To keep a special record of each scholar, and give written requests 
to each teacher to visit all who are two weeks absent and report; 
Memorizing the lesson by both superintendent and scholar; The 
superintendent's committing and repeating the lesson from memory : 
Finding out from the platform what the school knows about the 
lesson ; To go from the closet to the school; Superintendents must 
have the wisdom of Solomon, the patience of Job, the industry of 
the spider, the meekness of Moses, and the courtesy of Jesus 
Christ; Make friends and shake hands with the scholars; Keep 
the Sunday-school open all the year round; Do not use the bell too 
much ; Hold a weekly teachers’-meeting, a monthly Sanday-school 
gathering of the children, with the parents and friends, in the 
church on Sabbath evening, and children’s prayer-meetings; and 
lastly, Get the teachers to write on paper such questions as they 
would ask their scholars, and bring them to teachers’ meeting, and 
compare with each other. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


—Quite a revival of religion is reported among the 
Sunday-school pupils at Rice’s Landing, Penn. About 
thirty have professed faith in Christ. 


—Missionary Mason of the American Sunday School 
Union in Minnesota was a secretary of the Sunday School 
Assembly of the North-west, at Clear Lake, lowa, “ greatly 
enjoying,” as he writes, “and improving the rich benefits 
derived, in that second Chautauqua, from the counsels 
and instructions of such distinguished experts and workers 
from abroad—a feast of fat things.” Since then he has 
“planned and held six Sunday-school conventions, and 
endeavored to reproduce in them, so far as possible, the 
Clear Lake Assembly. One of the most interesting fea- 
tures of the reports of delegates was the fact that amidst 
the ‘grasshopper-plague,’ and consequent hard times, 
their Sunday-schools survive, and their work is blessed to 
the salvation of souls. One man walks ten miles to super- 
intend a school, after attending one in his own neighbor- 
hood. In one of the conventions, held in a town of several 
hundred people, having no church or Sunday-school, a 
deep spiritual interest was awakened, and several yielded 
their hearts to Christ.” This missionary has recently 
made four extensive tours to the extreme borders of his 
field, organizing fifteen new Sunday-schools and visiting 


and aiding many others. So much for pioneer evangeliza- 
tion. 


NORMAL CLASSES, 


—C. W. Jerome conducts a fine normal class in Carbon- 
dale, Ill. Times of meeting and particulars not given. 

—Miss Mary G. Burdett is conductor of a normal class 
of seventy members recently organized in Peoria, Iil.; half 


the time normal class, the rest teachers’-meeting for study 
of the Chautauqua lessons. 


—A normal class of teachers and older pupils in the 
Presbyterian Sabbath school in Norwood, Ontario, meets 
at the Manse every Friday evening. Time divided equally 
between normal class and lesson study of the usual topics. 
Conducted by the Rev. T. F. Fotheringay. 


, a Se 


—A new Young Men’s Christian Association building 
has recently been erected at Auburn, Me., at a cost of 
$20,000. 


—The Young Men’s Christian Association at Melbourne, 
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Australia, is said to own the finest building south of ‘he 
equator, 


—The Young Men’s Christian Association at Waco, 
Texas, is prospering greatly; has full and very interesting 
meetings. 


—The Association at Richmond, Va., has started the 
publication of a Weekly Bulletin, devoted to the interests 
of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 


—A Railroad Branch of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association was organized at Keyser, West Va., November 
4, by delegates from Baltimore, Frederick, and Cumberland 
An immediate object of the new association is to provide 
a reading-room for the employees of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad. 





THE WEEK OF PRAYER. 


The Evangelical Alliance suggests the following topics 
for the observance of the week of prayer, January 
6-13, 1878. 

Sabbath, January 6.—Sermons: Christian union perfected. 
Lev. 7:9, 10. 

Monday, January 7.—Prayer and praise: Remembrance of 
personal and relative mercies; prayer for the divine blessing on 
past privileges, and for a humble and contrite spirit. 

Tuesday, January 8.—Prayer: For the church of Christ in all 
lands; for its deliverance from error; for its increase in faith and 
holiness, and in power as a witness for the Lord Jesus Christ; for 
the grace and guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Wednesday, January 9.—Prayer: For Christian families—for 
sick and afflicted members; for children at school, and for all 
youth in our colleges and seminaries of learning; for young men 
entering upon the active business of life, and for those abroad; 
for our sons and daughters openly confessing Christ, 

Thursday, January 10—Prayer: For nations—for rulers, magis- 
trates, and statesmen ; for the army and navy; for all benevolent 
and philanthropic institutions; for religious liberty and the open- 
ing of doors “ wide and effectual” for publishing the gospel, and 
for the reign of righteousness and peace. 

Friday, January 11—Prayer: For Christian missions to the 
Jews and Gentiles: for Sunday-schools, and for the divine bless- 
ing on all Christian efforts to spread the glad tidings of the gospel 
of salvation. 

Saturday, January 12.—Prayer for the circulation of the Bible; 
for the observance of the Sabbath; for the removal of intemper- 
ance; for the rescue of the fallen; for the safety of those who 
travel by land and by water. 





Sabbath, January 13.—Sermons: Christian life. “Let your 
light shine.” Matt. 5: 16. 
BOOKS AND WRITERS. 
a 


Visions of Heaven for the Life on Earth. By Robert M. 
Patterson. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion—It must be admitted that, beyond a few prominent 
bald facts, we know very little of the heavenly rest; and 
that most prominent among these facts is the blessed one 
that we shall know even as we are known, and be able to 
enjoy as with open vision the blessed God, the source and 
fullness of perfect love and light. And contemplation of 
heaven while here below is meant to be for our edification 
and great comfort. But beyond a few revealed statements, 
we can only build probable deductions, which may be such, 
indeed, as we would act upon in this life, but which may yet 
be so modified by things we do not know or imagine, that 
our deductions may go widely astray. With this caution, we 
see not how such probable reasoning from data can do aught 
but good. Such, in the main, is the scope of the book. But 
as our experience in all science is, to express it in the words 
of one who was writing of legal science, ‘“‘ what one knows is 
often practically falsified in the application by things we do 
not know;” so we should not be too confident in any given 
deduction that is not a perfect demonstration. To illustrate 
by a terrestrial example: our friend or resident partner in 
China is in the darkness of night while we are in the bright- 
ness of day. So much is capable of demonstration. He 
probably is in bed at a given moment, while we are up and 
in the street; but this is a probable deduction only, and 
something may have occurred to keep him up and about his 
business at the moment in question. So in the speculations 
about heaven, a few things are certain; more are only 
probable deductions, which may or may not be true; which, 
again, may be true at one time, but not true at another, in a 
world of more wonder, light (and doubtless motion and 
activity) than we know of. We may, also, have other hints 
and glimpses of heaven, through the quickened spirituality 
of pious souls, either in full life or departing; but however 
the spirit may reveal the things of Christ (in this sense not 
according to the text, however), we can rely upon nothing 
but the “more sure word of prophecy.” May the book be 
blessed to pious souls who need clear views or consolation ; 
but may none receive its deductions a3 fact, farther than 
clear warrants of Scripture justify. (16mo, pp. 364. Cloth.) 


The Bodleys Telling Stories. By the author of “ Dream 
Children.” New York: Hurd & Houghton.—It would not 
be easy to decide upon the best half-dozen of the hundreds of 
American writers of children’s books; but Mr. Horace E. 
Scudder would certainly be one of them. Not one of our 
authors depends less upon choice of subject or wildness of 
story. His first book, “Seven Little People and their 
Friends,” was quite unheralded, and wholly unhelped by 
publishers’ arts; and it did not become generally known for 
some years after its appearance. The same was true of 
“Dream Children,” the author's second book, which was 
rather improperly included in the American reprint of the 
Golden Treasury Series. Mr. Scudder follows the method of 
Charles Lamb rather than of Charles Dickens, and his stories 
are as graceful as those of Mrs. Barbauld or Miss Edgeworth, 
without the somewhat tiresome didactic element which 
modern children find in those favorites of our grandmothers. 
All things considered, and remembering the ungraciousness 
of comparisons, we are inclined to think “ Dream Children” 
as good as any juvenile book yet produced in this country ; 
and we therefore welcome each succeeding story by Mr. 
Scudder with thankfulness that one writer, at least, does not 
hurry poor work upon the market. In the present book, our 
old friends, Lucy, Nathan, and Philippa Bodley come upon 
the scene again, and in the story there are hidden other little 
stories, ike the eggs enfolded in a toy egg. History, bio- 
graphy, games, and fun-making all have a place, and there 
are plenty of handsome pictures from Mr. Scudder’s old 
monthly for children, The Riverside Magazine. The cover 
is a gorgeous piece of Japanese designing and coloring. (8vo, 
Boards, $1.50. 

The Scarlet Letter. By Nathaniel Hawthorne. Boston: 
James R. Osgood & Co.—Not until a dozen years after Haw- 
thorne’s death did the public demand for his works warrant 
the manufacture of a second set of stereotype plates; and 
this volume, if we mistake not, is the first of his books to be 
chosen for holiday production. If not the best of his writ- 
ings, it certainly has the most unity and dramatic force; and 
both these qualities are asked by the designer, if an effective 
set of pictures is to be made. Mrs. Mary Hallock Foote is 
just the person to illustrate Hawthorne, and these fine draw- 
ings are not unworthy of the solemn and strong story they 
illuminate. Mrs. Foote’s Hester seems to us what Haw- 
thorne meant her to be; and the pale and conscience stricken 
minister, if less tenderly drawn, is her adequate counterpart. 
Pearl and Chillingworth, too, are fine creations. Mrs. Foote 
has done no better work, and the printers have taken due 
care of the impression of Mr. Anthony’s engraved blocks 
upon the paper. (12mo, pp. 353. Cloth, $5.00.) 


The Old Bible and the New Science. By J.B. Thomas, D.D. 
New York: Daniel C. Porter—An essay and four lectures 
delivered before the New York Baptist Ministers’ Conference 
The subject is treated of under the following divisions and 
order: (1.) Evolution, or special creation—which? (2.) Can 
science give us a new Bible? (3.) Ancient hints of modern 
discoveries. (4.) Science and Providence. (5.) The plan of 
redemption, from a scientific standpoint. The whole is an 
able and enlightened treatise, but in too narrow a compass 
to be at all exhaustive. In dealing with the assumption and 
illiberality of some so-called scientists, the author is fair, even 
when witty. That every minute point should be carefully 
(or even correctly) handled, would be rather too much to 
exact in a volume of the size. To one who wearies of the 
long dis 7ssions and disputes on the subject, this book is a 
relief. It is the rapid cavalry charge on one portion of the 
battle-field. (16mo, pp. 224. Cloth, $1.50.) 


The Pilgrim Psalms. An Exposition of the Songs of 
Degrees. By thé Rev. Samuel Cox. New York: Anson D. 
F. Randolph & Co.—A rare and precious book. The Expo- 
sition is fully abreast of the times, accurate and clear, with 
no parade of critical learning. It is scholarly without ped- 
antry, spiritual without cant, and delightful without cloying. 
The generally received meaning of the term “Song of 
Degrees” is adopted, and well defended. The Psalms are 
given in an excellent and elegant translation, which, how- 
ever, is rather after the author's own spirit than in a catholic 
and colorless style—and is rather the better for it. The sense 
of the authorized version is never departed from without good 
reason. The style of writing is especially charming. Pre- 
ceding the Exposition is an Introduction by Rev. Marvin R. 
Vincent, D.D., which is in good taste, and of help in giving 
the reader some knowledge of the modest and retiring author. 
(12mo, pp. 240. Cloth.) 

Summer Rambles in Europe. By Alexander Clark. New 
York: Nelson & Phillips—What its title indicates, an enter- 
taining account of a trip not always in the beaten track, and 
making no higher pretensions than to narrate such experiences 
and judgment as are properly within a traveler’s way ; 
which is very justly done. Yet quite a number of deeper 
matters are well touched upon. It is especially worthy of 





Servetus is spoken of in a correct way, according to the light 
thrown on the subject“by the recovery, within the last forty 
years, of documents supposed to be lost, and that the oft- 
repeated slanders respecting the conduct of Calvin are at once 
ignored and refuted. (12mo, pp. 280. Cloth, $1.25.) 


Hawthorne, and Other Poems. By Edmund Clarence Sted- 
man. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—The complete edi- 
tion of Mr. Stedman’s poems published in 1873 contained all 
his pieces, up to that date, which he cared to preserve. The 
present thin volume contains nothing so good as the best of 
his previous poems, but represents four years’ honest work. 
It should be remembered that during these four years Mr. 
Stedman has produced, in his “ Victorian Poets,” the most care- 
ful piece of literary criticism ever written in this country; and 
the excellence of that volume excuses any lack of the highest 
success in this. The leading poem, however, is a worthy 
tribute to the memory of the great romancer. 
134. Cloth, $1.25.) 


(16mo, pp. 


St. Paul: His Life, his Work, and his Writings. By W. H 
Davenport Adams. London: T. Nelson & Sons.—Drawa 
from the Scripture narrative and the Epistles, and traditions 
of greater or less probability ; together with the works of 
modern travelers and geographers. The geographical and 
historical notes, and the analyses of the Epistles, are in finer 
type. Differs from most works of the sort by the addition of 
notes on the spurious writings attributed to St. Paul, and 
“The Creed of St. Paul,” consisting of extracts from his 
writings, both in the Appendix. A very readable book, and 
in not too large compass. One map and illustrated plate. 
(12mo, pp. $21. Cloth.) 








The Anchor of the Soul, and other Sermons. By the Rey. 
William Arnot. London: T. Nelson & Sons.—A posthumous 
publication of twenty-four sermons, of which only one or two 
had been revised by the author for publication. A series of 
most comforting and edifying sermons, covering so much 
ground thata detailed notice could hardly be given in a short 
compass. On nearly every page we pick up sweet and noar- 
ishing manna; and at the end we are ready to say, in the 
words of the author_in the sermon entitled “ Jesus is Risen :” 
“ It is not much preaching that we get from angels’ lips; but 
there is a little here, and that little very precious.” (16mo, 
pp.352. Cloth)  —s_> CM 


Western Windows, and The Lost Furm. By John James 
Piatt. Boston: James R. O:good & Co.—These books, first 
published by other firms, are now brought out by Osgood, 
who had already issued Mrs. Piatt’s poems. The husband and 
wife write in curiously similar fashion, though Mis. Piatt is 
the gloomier and more eccentric. Mr. Piatt’s strength is in 
concise and delicate expression of sentiment, and in accurate 
painting of nature. Hecan never write a sustained work, 
but as an author of rounded minor poems he will win an 
increasing reputation. The second of tnese books first 
appeared under the title of “Landmarks.” (12mo. Cloth, 
$1.25.) 


The Convention and Choir. By 8. W. Straub. Chicago: Jan- 
sen, McClurg, & Co.—This books consists 1. Of “A statement 
of the Principles of Music,” which is poor and ill adapted for 
teaching, and sometimes (especially in the definition of 
musical terms) absurdly blundering; 2. Of “ Elementary 
Exercises,” a good assortment, well adapted for singing classes ; 
3. Of a tolerable lot of Glees and Four-part songs; 4. Of hymn 
tunes, old and new, sufficient for the ordinary use of a plain 
church choir, and fairly good ; and 5. Of about 170 pages of 
anthems, not difficult to learn, and not very well worth 
loarning. 


Tears for the Little Ones. Edited by Helen Kendrick 
Johnson. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—In handsome 
form, and within two hundred pages, Mrs. Johnson (the wife 
of the editor of Little Classics) has made a very good collec- 
tion of poems of consolation on the death of children. As 
editor, she has performed her task with good taste, mere sen- 
timental feebleness being wholly absent in the selections. A 
few prose passages are also given. 
Dobell’s “ Tommy's 
Cloth.) 


The omission of Sydney 


Dead” is incomprehensible. (16mo. 





Beauties of Rev. George Herbert, A.M. Compiled and 
editéd by Bostwick Hawley, D.D. New York: William B. 
Mucklow.—The selection is made with care and good taste, 
meinly from The Church Porch and The Church. As to the 
beauties of Herbert, of course the world knows them better 
than we could tell. The volume is handsomely printed, and is 
the happy thing for a Christmas remembrancer. The spelling is 
modernized, and a short introduction precedes the selection. 
(16mo, pp. 120. Cloth and gilt, $1.00 ) 


The Story of the Jubilee Singers, with their songs. 7th edition 
(English). London: Hodder & Stoughton —A new edition of 
this well known book. A little carelessness in proofreading 





notice that in writing of Geneva, the affair of Calvin and 


ought by this time to be rectified, the editor’s name, J. B. T, 
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Marsh being given as J. B. 1. Marsh; and that 
of Clinton B. Fisk, the founder of the Jubilee 
Singers’ university, being given as Clifton B. 
Fisk: (16mo, pp. 248. Cloth.) 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


Ay books received will be promptly noticed under 
this head, The interests of our readers will guide 
us in making further notice,] 


Tar Frvat Puitrosopny or System of Perfectible 
Knowledge issuing from the Harmony of Science 
and Religion. By Charles Woodruff Shields, D.D. 
8vo, pp. 609. Cloth. $3.00. New York: Scribner, 
Armstrong, & Co, (J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Pere or Day Liprary; or, Bible History for Little 
Children. By the author of “The Peep of Day.” 
8 volumes. Imo. Cloth, $4.50. New York: 
Robert Carter & Brothers, (Presbyterian Board 
of Publication.) 


Arpietons’ Iniuvstratep Hanp-Boox or Winter Re- 
sorts. For Tourists and Invalids. With Maps. 
i6mo, pp. 136. Paper, 60 cents. New York: D. 
Appleton & Co, (Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Meta Howtpenis. By Victor Cherbuliez. (Foreign 
Authors, No. 5.) 16mo, pp. 212. Paper, 50 cents. 
New York: D. Appleton & Co. (Claxton, Remsen, 
& Haffelfinger.) 


Visions or Heaven ror tHe Lire on Farrtu. 
Robert M. Patterson. 12mo, pp. 364, Cloth, $1.50. 
Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication. 

Watt anv Horr; or, Ben Bradford's Motto. By 
Horatio Alger, Jr. 14mo, pp. 342. Cloth, $1.60. 
Boston; Loring. (J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Tus Convention ann Cuorr. A Collection of Sacred 
and Seenlar Music. By 8. W. Straub. Boards, 


$1.00. Chicago: Jansen, McClurg, & Co. 

Diana. By Susan Warner. 12mo, pp. 460. Cloth, 
$1.75. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. (Pres- 
byterian Board ot Publication. 

Tur Amouns or Puttuprr. By Octave Feuillet. Sq. 
16mo, pp. 252. Paper, 60 cents, Philadelphia: 
T. B. Peterson & Brothers. 

Amona tue Turks. By Cvrus Hamlin. 12mo, po. 


478 Cloth. New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 





week, The edition this week is 25,700 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine 


the subscription list at any time, 

Tue Food for the Lambs weekly for the 
little fellows is beautiful, is commended by 
those who useit. Four pages finely illustrated. 
The International Lesson presented simply. 
Send for specimen copy. Edwin A. Wilson, 
Publisher, Springfield, Ill. 





Bisnor Charles E, Cheney, D.D., of Chi- 
cago, writes: “I like the Sunday-school 
papers of the Evangelical Publishing Co., 
70 Bible House, New York, very much, and 
cordially approve of them.” The company 
publish: Afy Picture Lesson, Lesson Helper, 
Questioner, and Our Little Messenger, being 
weekly papers for all grades. 


Fairs Latimer gives us a charming 
book of Bible stories, which she calls Dear 
Old Stories Told Once More. The Ameri- 
can Tract Society, N. Y., has issued it with 
forty full-page pictures. This book will 
greatly please and instruct the little ones. 
Large clear type, on nice paper. Price 
$1.25; postage, 10c. Get it at 1512 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia, 

Tae Primary Department of the Brook- 
lyn Tabernacle Sunday-school, (Rev. T. 
DeWitt Talmage, D.D., pastor,) contains 350 
scholars organized into thirty classes under 
their own teachers. Its very excellent 
superintendent, Mrs. B. F. Corwin, has 
examined many papers, and decides that the 
best papers for Primary Classes are issued 
by the Evangelical Publishing Co., 70 Bible 
House, New York, and will use them here- 
after. 








SPECIAL NOTCES. 





Don’t pay $1.00 for Conybeare & Howson's “ Life of 
St. Paul.” To introduce it in your school. we 
will send you a copy, 800 pages, postpaid, for $1.40, 
M. D, SWISHER, 208 Broadway, N. Y, 





Sara SpringsinWinter. Drs.Strong's Re 
medial Institute has Turkish, Russian, Hydropathic, 
and Electro-Thermal Baths, Equalizer and many 
other facilities for treating Nervous, Lung, Female, 
and other diseases. Send for a circular. 





A Parser ror Youna Prorie.—The Youth's Com- 
ery of Boston employs the same writers as the 
vest English and American magazines, and no other 
publication for the family furnishes so much enter- 
tainment and instruction of a superior order for so 
.ow a price. Among its contributors are Dinah 
Mulock Craik, Miss Yonge, J.T, Trowbridge, Louisa 
M. Alcott, Henry W. Longfellow, Wm. Cullen Bryant, 
John G, Whittier, and nearly fifty of the best story- 
writers, 
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Reader, do you wish a first-class literary paper? We offer you LEISURE HOURS, a 
paper, (size of Harper’s Weekly) filled with the best 
€s, poetry, etc., written by the ablest authors. In publishing a paper design- 
ed to filla place, and win a welcome in Ameriean homes, we are not unmindful of the tacit 
tion resting upon us to furnish reading matter, good as well as varied in its charac- 
The love of narrative is deeply implanted in our nature; children never tire of nursery 
" arnables, allegories and tales, hadtheir placein the earliest literature, and will keep it to the latest. 
HOURS is meant to meet a le 
are coarse or sensational, an 


LEISURE 


timate demand for wholesome literature: while some of its contents are strictly moral, none 
allare entertaining, allcarefally chosen, both to form and to satisfy a correct taste. 


All are Cuaranteed Double Value of Money Sent! 
To introduce LEISURE HOURS to the great reading public, the publishers, J.L. PATTEN & CO., 162 William St., N. Y., offer to send 


the paper three months, post paid, with a pair of handsome 6x8 chromos worthy to frame and adorn any home, to all sending FIFTEEN CENTS (stamps taken) to 


pay matling expenses. 


The regular price of this 3 months’ subscription and chromos is 40 cents. 


We offer at this reduced price (which just covers our expenses) 


o induce every reader of this notice to send at once. Every subscriber receives a handsome illustrated catalogue, with prices of 1,000 articles, which every person 


needs, for amusement, recreation and home adornment _%1,500in prizes given free to agents. 
once, as this offer will not be again made inthis paper. State where you saw this advertisement. 
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Large pay and honorable employment offered to all. 


Write at 
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Figures, Flowers, 
Birds &c. For 
decorating Pot- 
tery Vases, Scrap 


Books &c. We will send either 12,10, 8,6 or 5 sheets 
of different designs for 50c.: samples on receipt of 
6c., script and stamps. MORRISON & CU., 411 
MYRTLE AVENUE, Brooklyn, L. I. 





Me: BOOKS, PICTURES, 
BY Mal 


AIL. 
Any p'ece of Music or Book mailed on receipt of 
rice. Helen’s Babies’ Galup and Helen's Babies’ 
Song, 40c. each. Fine set of Violin Strings for 75c. ; 
single strings from 15c. to 26c. BOOKS FOR THE 
Send for catalogues of books 
100 scrap (embossed) pictures tor 25c. 
GEO. MOLINEUX, 44 4th St., 
Brooklyn (E. D.). N. Y. 


and music, 





THE 


SQUARE 


OF LIFE. 


yep 8 yagi DD 


MILLION oo 


a 100 pages. 40c. 


ress 
ot otice oy WM Be 


—WOMANHOOD— 








REVISED EDITION OF 
ASA HULL'S 


NEW 8S. 8. SINGING BOOK, 


GARLANDS OF PRAISE, 
IS NOW READY. 

It is praised by all usingit. Without exception it 
is the bet of 1ts class ever published. No Sunday- 
school can afford to be without it, if the interest of 
the school is considered, The price is $30 per 
hundred, same as inferior books, then whv not get 
the best? Mailed post-paid upon receipt of 35 cents. 
Address, ASA HULL, 

241 Fourth Ave., New York. 


Latest, Best and Cheapest of all Books on 
MOODY ANDSANKEY 
And their Work on Both Sides of the Sea, 

By Rev. W. H. DANIELS, 

WITH INTRODUCTION 
By Rev. Charles H. Fowler, D.D., LL.D. 

Late President of Northwestern University, and now 
Editor of the New York Chris.ian Advocate, 

Biographical Labors, Sermons, Addresses, Stories, 
Bible Portraits, Doctrines, Kible Readings, Songs, 
Lives of P. P. Bliss, Major Whittle, and others, ete., 
etc., all in one hand+ome volume of nearly 500 pages, 
with 24 Full Page Engravings. and all for $1.25. 

Se Endorsed by thousands of Eminent Divives. 
Description sent free. Agents wanted in every town. 
Address AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO.., Hartford, 
Ct. Newark, N. J. Cincinnati, O., and Chicago, Ll. 


LESSON PAPERS 


QUESTION BOOKS 


PERIODICALS 
ithe = 








I suptly a great va- 
riety of lesson papers, 
Scholars’ Quuarterlies 
and Question Books for 
Sunday-School Schol- 
ars, and the best of the 
Weekly and Monthly 
Helps f>r Superiniend 
ents and Teachers, to- 
gether with the vol- 
umes of Notes on the 
Lessons for Is78. Hav- 
ing been acquainted 
with the businessa long 
time, and a Sunday- 
schooi Super ntendent 
_ pe year-, I can 

of service to schools 

| \ S S{( \ Ss desiring to know which 

are the best helps for 
teachers and scholars. Samples of Question Books 
loaned for examination. Samples of b st less n 
papers sent free. Address, 
EBEN. SHUTE, 
52 Bromfield St., Boston. 


Every Sunday. 


We will publish for 1878 a new 
weekly lesson leaf, entitled, EVERY 
SUNDAY, a two-paged leaf, with notes, 
for children, on the International Les- 
sons, memory lessons, etc. Price, 15 
cents per year; ten copies and over, 
10 cents each. 

sey Subscriptions must expire with 
the last week of March, June, Septem- 
ber, or December numbers. 

Send for specimen copy. 
December 1. 

Address 

NELSON & PHILLIPS, 
805 Broadway, N. Y. 
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“A great and noble work, rich in information, 
eloquent and scho'arly in style, earnestiy devout 
in feeling.—Lundon Literary World. 





LIFE AND WORDS 
CHRIST. 


Cunningham Geikie, D.D. 





WITH TWELVE ENGRAVINGS ON STEEL, 
IN TWO VOLS, PRICE, $8.00. 


“ The distinctive features of this Life of Christ is 
the elaburate care with which the surroundings of 
our Lord’s earthly history have been described. 
Dr. Geikie has not made the mistake of allowing 
the principal figure to be lost sightof in the multi- 
tudinous details which group themselves arouad it, 
bat he has rightly judged that a thorough appre- 
hensioo of those details must greatly he!p the reader 
to understaad and appreciate Christ's teachings and 
the events of his career.... ‘he result is, a book 
which every earnest student of the New Testament 
will be g ad to place on his shelves, and frequently 
to coasuit. In wealth of information upon many of 
the facts and phenomena which gave to the wor'd 
the aspect which it wore in the time of Christ, and 
its peculiar tone to the society in which he moved, 
Dr. Geikie’s book, we believe, stands alone amon 
the many lives of Christ which have been publishec 
in England during recent years—not excepting Dr. 
Farrar’s remarkable and popular work.”—London 
Literary World, 

“It * perhaps, occasion some surprise that Dr. 
Geikie should have chosen this time to produce a 
Life of Christ, when Canon Farrar’s work onthe 
same subjectseems scarcely yet to have reached the 
zenith of its popularity. ‘The present book, how- 
ever, differs very considerably from its predecessor 
in scope, and in many important features Dr. 
Geikie approaches his task from the same stand- 
ay that of an unreserved believer in revelation, 

ut he takes a larger and wider view of his subject, 
giving a very full account of the political history of 
the J-ws at the period, besides a much mere minute 
description of the social and religious life of the 
people. Indeed, the book is so exhaustive that we 
ean egtay | think any scattered grains of infor- 
mation are left for gleaners who may wish to follow 
in the same path.”—John Bull. 

“ The author has brought to his difficult and noble 
task the stores of an eloquent, well-informed, and 
devout mind. He has, in a very great degree, ac- 
complished what he proposed, and brought before 
his readers the world in which Jesus moved; the 
pe ap ang in which’ he lived: the people among 
whom he grew up and ministered; the religion in 
which he was trained; the Temple services in 
which he took part; the ecclesiastical, civil, and 
social aspects of his time: the parties of the day, 
their opinions and their spirit; the customs that 
ruled, the influences that prevailed; the events, 
social, religious, and political, not mentioned in the 
Gospels, that formed the history of his :ifetime, so 
far as they can be recovered. To have accomplished 
such atask as this in anything like completeness 
is no small achievement, and deserves no small 
praise: and tothis Dr Geikie may fairly lay claim. 
— London Standard, 


D. APPLETON & CO., Pus.isueErs, 


549 & 551 Broadway, New York. 


Among the Turks. 


By CYRUS HAMLIN, D.D. 





$1.50. 


“Through all the volume Dr, Hamu has inter- 
spersed ta'es and incidents in Orienta! life, as seen 
by himseif, such as can be written of no uther part 
of the world.”—W, Y. Observer. 


‘*“Abounding naturally in incidents, told in a 
straight-forward style that cannot aveid being 
humorous sometimes. The interest doos not flag 


from beginning to end.”—S, S. Times. 

“The information is very modestly given, and yet 
itis of far more vaiue than that in mapy more pre- 
tentious works, for it is the result of personal obser- 
vation, made while ia the country.”—N. Y. Evan- 
gelist. 

BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN. 
A Life of our Lord for Young People. 
By J. R. Macduff, 0.D. 


With SIXTEEN full-page illustrations by Poway. 
Elegantly printed and bound, $3.50; gilt, $4.v0. 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 
530 Broadway, New York. 








+", Any of the above sent by mail, postage pre- 
paid, on receipt of the price. 


MY PICTURE LESSON, 


with its four pages weekly, gives the International 
Lesson in pictures and stories for children. “ The 
best for Fafant Classes.” One copy, one month, 
three cents; one year, 35 cents. Over 12 copies, 
each 15 cents a year, Address, Evangelical Pub- 
lishing Co., 70 Bible House, New York. 








CENTS A SPOOL BEST LINEN 

Black Waterproof Cloth, 50c.; wide. 
kine Soft Wool Flannel, 124%, 18, 25 to 75e, 
Heavy, double-twill Cotton Flannel, 64 to 12Ke. 
Damask Table Linens, double width, 28 to 5ve. 
Children’s Colored Hose, 6, 8, 124% to 50c. pair. 
Ladies’ Fleeced Gloves, 124, 20 to 25c.; warm. 
Men's and Ladies’ Merino Vests, 25c. to $1; cheap. 
Children’s Merino Shirts and Pants, 12% to 5ue. 
Pearl Shirt and Dress Buttons, 2, 12% to 25c. doz. 
Men’s genuine Buck Gloves, $1; a bargain. 
Spool Silk, 3c., 6c. and 60c. a doz, ; bargains. 


OWEN EVANS’ Cfeap Store, 


128 NORTH EIGHTH STREET, door bel, Cherry. 


THREAD- 





ae 


SURTE MANTELS 





Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all 
other Slate Work on hand or made to order. 
Factory and Salesrooms, No, 1210 RIDGE AVE. 
WILSON & MILLER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Also General Agents for the celebrated Florence 
Oil Stoves for cooking and heating purposes. 
Agents wanted. Send for circular. 





GROLL SAWS | 


rv EE 


DESIGNS, TOOLS &c&c 


A cE] 
TER PECK,Manur's Acent. | 
110 CHAMBERS ST. N.Y 








1 x 2L MOTTOES, 5 for 25; Col. Chromo 

2 mottos, 25; Bookmarks per doz. 12; 18 in. Java 
Canvas, 30; Angola zephyr worsted, per 0z., 12; 
Germantown yarns, 11; white perforated cardboard, 
l0e.; Blue, Brown, or Cardinal Hoods, 75; Koit 
Leggins, 50 to $i 00; Doxology or Lord’s Prayer for 
Sunday-schools on card board, z5c. Sent at the 
above by mail from 


J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





INVALID RECLINING 
ROLLING CHAIRS, 



















Send for 
Circular to 


~~ 4 
FOLDING CHAIR CO., NEW MAVEN, CT. 





Y¥ MAIL FOR 25e. 24 sheets note paper and 

25 white envelopes, or fancy box and same 
quantity of ladies’ note paper and envelopes—or 
package containing 280 pins, 25 assorted needles, 
72 shirt buttons, 200 yard spool cotton, 12 shoe 
strings, 1 shoe buttoner, 25 steel pointed hair pins, 
and 1 20 yd., spool col. sewing silk. 


J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
earefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alka'ine strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rosrnson Bros. & Co., Boston. 








) Keeps out Cold, Wind & Dust. Stops narriina. 
BROWNES No iodine. No Waste. ANY ong CAN AarPLY 
AMSAT. Costs less than one-halfof any other kind, and 

ci isbetter. Sample package 25 feet 75 cts., post paid. 
wt ATHER Best selling article for canvassers, male or fernalo, 
Address FLEXIBLE WEATHER STRIP CO., 
17 Dey St., New York. 







P. O. Box 2945. 





PIANOS Retail price $750 only $235; $650, $175. 
SAIVO Organs, 16 stops, $120; 13, $96; 12, $35. 
ORGAN 9, $65 ; 2, $45—brand new, warranted,15. 
SUA days’ test trial, Other bargains 24-pp. 
Illustrated te all about Piano-Organ war, 
ree. DANIEL F, BEATTY, Washington, N. J. 





QUAKER CITY ORGAN CO. 
Sunday-schools and others wishing to purchase 





will receive special rates by ordering from 
FACTORY, 222 MARKET ST., Philadelphia, 
BARLOW'S | 2 FAMILY Site 


BLUE. 
D. S. Wiursercer, Propr., 
233 North Second St., Phila., Pe 


(NDIGO-BLUE 


OPS Our New Forty-Page Illustrated Watch and 
yk A Jew elry Catalogue we send every body Fue, 
fas OF PENCIL 

UR TOOTH PICK .CRONEGH & CO., 201 Market St., Phila., Pa 








HAWKES GOLD QUILL, 
Send stamp for circulars. 
Pens repaired, 50c, 66 Nas- 





Sau ob. iN. X, 





Elegant Mixed Cards, with name, 13c, 
Agexts’ outfit, l0c. Seavy Bros., Northford, Ct. 


50 


R72 “THE TEMPLE OF PLEASURE; OR, 











Fancy Cards. with name, 10c.; 50 for 15¢,: Plain 





SEEING LIFE.” Best book of the Year. 


or Gold, Try us, W. E. HULL &CO,, Hudson,N.Y. 
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PUBLICATIONS. 





Select Books 


FORS.S. LIBRARY. 


The balance of a choice select lot of the best 
books suitable for a Sunday-school Library, wil: be 
sold very low if a ga 8 for at once. For catalogue 
address GEO. ERTZEL, 145 West Forty- 
seventh St., New York. FOR 30 DAYS ONLY. 





IDNIGH T MISSIONS TO RESCUE THE 
M FALLEN. No Bridge of Merey from He}! to 
| tn St. Augustine and the fallen Gladiator. 
Imploring cries for Help and Vengeance. Is it 
Wieked to Dance in the Parlor? On this and other 
topics, consult “TH E TEMPLE OF PLEASURE; 
or, Seeing Life.” Everybody will read it; all book- 
sellers have it. One Dollar. Mailed free. on receipt 
of price, by the Publisher, WM. B. MUCKLOW, 4zd 
Street and Madison Avenue, New York City. 


NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 
REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—comprising—Motto Cards—Reward 
Cards. Se ripture ‘lext Cards—Sentiment Cards— 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and 
Hymnal Cards. CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 
CARDS. TEACHERS’ price list E . — 4 

CARDS SENT FREE to any address. H. 
FORD’S SONS. Publishers of Noveltive in Mine 

Arts, 141 to 147 Franklin St., Boston, Mass: 


The BEST PRESENT 


For Pastor, Teacher, or Friend, 
Is the 








Unabridged, Enlarged, and Corrected 


EDITION OF DR. WILLIAM SMITHS 


Dictionary of the Bible, 


Published by Hurd & Houghton, New York (The 
Riverside Press, Cambridge), in four volumes. 3667 
pages, with 596 illustrations. Price in cloth, $26; 
sheep, $30; half calf. $36. Sold by all booksellers, 
or can be obtained direct from the Publishers. 





HE TIME TO DANCE—WHEN IS IT? Read 
“THE TEMPLE OF PLEASURE; or, Seeing 
Life.” Une dollar. Your bookseller will get it. 








EDUCATIONAL. 


orough T&STR Business / 
Bi savant & STRATTON 
SINESS GVOLLECE 
As Telegraphic Institute, 
Tenth Se Ste» Philadeiphia, Pa. 
Inerensed Taci ities, Telegraphic Dept. in charge 


ctrican of - 
















f the Manager an 
“itlantic and Telegraph Co, For 
full particulars, cail or send for free 
illustrated circular, J. E.Sov x, Pres. 








HESTER VALLEY ACADEMY, 


DOWNINGTOWN, CHESTER CO., PA. 

An institution where boys receive a judicious 

Christian training, in preparation for college, busi- 

ness, or the professions. Location healthy. harges 
very "low. og catalogues, address 

. DONLEAVY LONG, A.M., Principal. 





EDGWICK INSTITUTE, Great Barrington, 

Mass. A superior Family School for young boys 

in Southern Berkshire. Ample grounds, gymnasium, 

thorough instruction, kind care and attention, with 
the influences of a Christian home. 

JAMES BIRD, A. M., Principal. 





OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Best — ie a thorough education, For 


circulars, ad 
aresrRS. J. A, BOGARDUS, Principal. 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 

and Commercial College. Founded 1802. A Sea- 
side School for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Boston. For catalogue address 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A.M., E. Greenwich, R. I. 


INCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE, 
Best ocreninges 2 _ SEERER, Science, Lan- 


2 — 
guages, Painting vib H. MOORE, D.D., President 
LASSICAL INSTITUTE, NO. 247 SOUTH THIR- 


teenth St., Philadelphia. Duties resumed Sep- 
tember 10th. J W. FAIRES, D.D., Principal. 











APLEWOOD MUSIC SEMINARY for Young 
Ladies. Established 1863. For catalogues 

address Professor D. 8. BABCOCK, 
East Haddam, Midulesex Co. ., Conn, 





OLDEN HILL SEMINARY, 
For Young Ladies 
Address the principal, 
MISS EMIL Y NE LSON. 


Bridgeport, Conn. 





PRINTING. 


‘Business, Pleasure, Men, Boys. 
CAXTON’sS 

Self- Inking. only $14. 
COLUMBIAN PRESSES, Seif- 
Inking, from $27 to $60; will dothe 
work of a $50 Press. Presses 
from $3 50. Stamp for catalogue, 
Curtis & Mitchell, 15 Federal St. 
Boston, Mass. Established 1847, 


$2 Selt-Inker Keystone 


Press, 100 Printing letters, Roller, Ink, 
regiets, 0 ecards, type, and outside 
All for $3. Stamp for Catalogue, 
w. , C. Evans, 6 bu N. Ninth S8t., Phila,, Pa, 


0 EXTRA FINE MIXED CARDS, with name. 
l0cts., post-paid. L, JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y, 




















SUCCESSFUL BOOKS. » SUCCESSFUL-BOOKS 





PLUS AND MINUS, “sts isaif's 


boys and girls be rightly directed. A story of New 
England lite. Illustrated. Price, $1.50. 





’ Bh, *. -B. Firth, 
$ L A NEW HO he story of 
a@ young gh whose faith wrought peace in a sordid 
househol Illustrated. Price, $1.25 





THE MIDDLETONS, | srvers ssi 


will read, and 
many will imitave earnest Will in his honest, manly 


lustrated. Price, $1.25, 


THREE MONTHS IN EGYPT. 


By author of Horseback Ride in Palestine. 16 Llus., 
mainly from Photographs. A charming record of a 
trip up and down the Nile, written for children, $1.25 


career, 








BIG HEARTS & LITTLE HOMES. 


By Mary E. Ropes. The influence of a genuine Chris- 
tian home, even through one year’s experience. Ll- 
lustrated, Price, $1.00, 

By author of 


PIECES OF SILVER, ‘sie 


now. Read the life of Joseph and his blind sister, 
inte Illustrated. Price, 75 cents. 








MONDAY CLUB SERMONS 


Price, $1.50. @ 


Third Series. 442 pages. 


on Topics for 1873. 48 short sug- 

tive Discourses by 12 earnest, live 

astors, who have inadethis volume 
the best of the series. 





SELECT NOTES 





America, 


by Rev, F. N. Peloubet, for 1878. Larger than ever; 200 writers 
quoted. 4 Maps, 1 Chart; a Commeutary Exp! anavory, Illustra- 
dee and —_—— The best work of its kind in England or 


th Series, Price, $1.25. Interleaved Edition, $2.00. 





@ By Rev. F. N. 
Peloubet. Only 
Series for 1878 
in A Grades. 





No. 1. ADULTS, and No. 2. oom 

Contain 4 Maps, 1 Chart, Bible Readi 

Questions to the age, time, place, a 
Daily Readings, Practical Lessons. 





100,000 of abovo Series for 1877 alone were sold. 


15 cents eac! 
No. 3. LITTLE LEARNER’S QUESTIONS. 
Golden Text, Story, Questions and Answers, Poetry, 
Pictures, Reviews, Quarteriy Black board Exer- 
cises, Picture of Golden Key and Text, &c. 
Samples only mailed on receipt of price. 





GOLD AND GILT; 





or, Maybee's Puzzle. By M. J. Capron. 

youns Christian lite., illustrating Bible themes for 1878, Every 

Banday School library and hog should haye it, 
Pri 


A lively story of 


424 pages. 
ice, $1.60. 





FIVE PROBLEM 


By Rev. Will C. Wood, A.M. 

® fullof fact and illustrations, 

8 = Temples,—State and Church, —Schools and the Bible,— 
tate Ins 


A remarkable and unique work, 
State and the Sabbath,—stato 
titutions and Religion. 


"400 pages. Price $1.50. 


Mailed, prepaid, on oe... ened price. For sale everywhere, 
HENRY HOYT, PUBLISHER. No. 9 CORNHILL, BOSTON. MASS. 





PUBLICATIONS. 


AGENTS WANTED. 





Illuminated Christmas Cards. 


See article in “Sunday School Times” of Nov. 10 
nm ‘‘Chromos in Sunday-school” by Rev. Edward 
Eggleston, 

These cards, which are increasing in popularity 
from year to year, in Europe as well as in America, 
are put up in envelopes containing twelve cards, 
Nearly all the designs in this list are quite new, 
having been gotten up especially fur the coming 
bhoiiday season, 


FOL, Floral Designs___-__. 





Per envelope $0.15 








502, Birds, Nests. ete___._...... -20 
503. Floral Designs._...-.-___. ” 30 
504, Floral Designs. __.... - 35 
505. Birch-bark Designs___-__- . 40 


506. Eggs, Flowers, ete._ ~ * 40 


507. Floral Designs___— % 40 
508. Floral Bookmarks. % 45 
509. Floral Designs... - 50 
410, Gold-ground Florals. . S 50 
G2, BORGIR cnc nitinanennes = 55 
512, Flowers, Bel's, Fens, ete. 3 -15 

Floral Designs. Verses... - 1.00 
514, Figure Designs......----. 82 1.00 
=. as 125 
516. Figure Designs___._------ - 150 


We will send a sample of allthe above kinds on 
receipt of 80 cts. (one card from each pack), or a 
package of each kind on receipt of $7.50. 


Illuminated New Year’s Cards. 


The remarks about Christmas Cards, as above 
made, apply to these Cards as well. 








901. Floral Designs......-.... Per envelope $0.15 
902. Floral Designs............ 20 
903, Ornamental Designs--.... - -20 
904. Floral Designs manent = 30 
905. Floral Designs._......... = 35 
906, Fleral Designs __.---_.. — = 40 
907. Floral Designs.....-....-. a 40 
008. Bouquets... by -55 
909. Bells, Flowers, Fans, etc.. = -15 
910. Figure Designs......--__. = 1.50 
91L. Birch-bark Designs - _ 40 
912, Pegs, Flowers, ete......_. ° 40 
913. Gold-ground Florals___--- = 50 
914. Flowers, with Verses... - 1.00 


We will send a sample of above kinds on receipt 
of 60 cts,(one card from each 'pack), or a package 
of each kind on receipt of $5.50. Address, 


FAIRBANKS & CO., 
S. S. Publishers and Booksellers, 
_ 46 Madison Street, Chieago, Ill. 





“A book for the Times.”—Jnterior. 


THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT. 


Fletcher PrizeEssay. 12mo, pp. 312. Price, $1.50, 

Discusses: Worldliness; Christian culture; 
Christian conduct,—the Christian in the home, in 
the chureh, and among men; and Christian Work, 
an aerate y, hindrances, motives, and what to 
aod 

‘* We wish the book might be read and pondered 
by multitudes of Christians,.”—Jlus. Christian Weekly. 

“The style is easy. graceful, vigorous, and wi'.hal 
extremely simple. There is a crispness of state- 
ment and a vividness of thought which holds the 
attention, while numerous illustrations are intro- 
duced which serve to emphasize the truth.” “IT 
IS A BOOK WELL SUITED TO MEFKT THE 
NEEDS OF THE CHURCH IN THESE DAYS.”— 
Christian Intelligencer. 


‘It is in a popular vein of writing .. . easily read 


and compre shended . .. full of excellent sugges- 
tions, .—Illinois Cou rier. 

« fogether with Dr. Hatfield and Dr. Gause, we 
served on the Committee of Award. The decision 


in favor of this essay. was unanimous, although we 
had a very large number of manuscripts before us, 
It is well written, amply illustrated, and very 
pointed.”—Dr. Tyng’s People’s Pulpit. 
For sale by all booksellers. Mailed, post-paid, by 
_R OBE R’ TS BR OT HE oRS, P » Publishers, Boston. _ 


OUR LITTLE MESSENGER, 


with four large pages, semi-monthly, contains 
beautiful pictures and stories for little children. 
Without lesson or date. One copy, one month, 
three cents; one year, 25 cents. Over 12 copies, 
each 14 cents a year. Adiress, Evanaelical Pub- 
lishing Co., 70 Bible House, New York. 





HE CLIMAX OF SCOUNDRELISM! Don't miss 
buying “The Temple of P.easure.” 





To Agents selling my 10 new articles 
chromos, watches, jewelry, etc. Send 
for catalogue. R. Morris, Chicago, I!1] 

AGENTS WANTED FOR 


MOODY’S NEW SERMONS. 


Address and Prayers, 700 (octavo) pages. Price 
$2 we. GOODSPEED & CO., New York or Cin- 
cinn s 


WORK FOR ALL 


In their own localities, papenite for the Fireside 
pene mn (enlarged, ag ly and Monthly. Larg- 








wal in World, with Mammoth 
, » Commissions to Agents. ‘Terms 
and Outfit Fr Address P. ©. VICKERY, 


Augusta, Maine. 





BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! ~e 


JOSIAH ALLEN’S WIFE 


Has “‘ Wrote Another Book” and it is ready. 


, x 
SAMANTHA at the CENTENNIAL. 
Send for Territorv. Cireulars, ete.,atonce, Address 
AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Hartford Conn, 
Cineinnai, Ohio.; Chicago, Ill.; Newark N. J. 





GENTS WANTED 
FOR THE NEW 


BIBLICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


A Complete Fone & of Religious 


Just Published. Written and Compited by the Ablest 
Biblical Scholars and Eminent Divines. Contains 
2,000 IlWustrative Engravings, and all the latest feat- 
ures. The best book for Agents, to whom will be 
given most liberal terms. Write at once for terms 
and circulars to 
8T. LOUIS BIBLE PUBLISHING CoO., 
305 Loaust St., St. Louis. Mo 


| free will send 
free to all ap- 


TO ADVE ADVERTISERS! ae Sale. 


do any newspaper advertising, the THIRD EDITION of 


R & SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ER ao SON 160 8vo.pp. More complete 
then any which have preceded it. Gives the names. 
circulation, and advertising rates of several thousand 
newspapers in the United States and Canada, and 
contains more information of value to an advertiser 
than can be found in anyother publication. All lists 
have been carefully revised, and where practicable 
prices have been reduced. The special offers are 
numerous and unusually advantageous. Be sure to 
send for it before spending any money in new aper 
advertising. Address of SON Ny, 
ADVERTISING AGENTS, Times Building, nthadolnte 


IT COSTS YOU NOTHING 


To try our Organs, for we send them on ten days’ 
trial, and pay freight both ways if returned. Uy p- 
right, solid walnut Cases, 2 3-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops. 


PRICE, $67.00. 


Always on hand at the Steam Organ Factory of 


ALLEGER, B BOWLBY & 00., Washington, \. J 





LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE, 


Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada, 

WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODs. Building 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. Cargoes 
eut to dimension and Vessels furnished. Also 
dressed seasoned Lumber. Wainscoting, Mould- 
ings, etc., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 
ngs 

Please send for estimates. 


E. P. WALLING, 106 WALL STREET, New York, 








hl) Cards, 25 styles, 13c.; 30 Elegant Cards, no 2alike® 
10c, with name. Seccom be & Co. , Kinderhouk, N. . 


PUBLICATIONS, 





SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Superintendents and Teachers. 
ee ae 
From now until December Ist, a 
specimen copy of The Scholars’ Quar- 
terly, published at the office of The Sun- — 
day School Times, will be sent free to 
any pastor, superintendent or teacher 
requesting it. Although a large share 
of the best schdols of the various de- 
nominations in the country are already 
using the Quarterly in place of the ordi- 
nary question book or lesson leaf, giving it 
a circulation of 115,000 copies, yet assur- 
anees come from all sections thatin 1878 
it wil! be even more widely used. . Its 
editors are determined that no effort or 
expense Shall be spared to keep it in 
advance of all the lesson helps for 
scholars. Several marked improvements 
will be made in it forthe new year. 


Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut St.. Philadelphia, 





THE ATLANTIC 


PORTRAIT OF WHITTIER. 


The Atlantic life-s ze Portrait of Whi'- 
tier is the finest one of this honored poet ever 
offered to the public, and can be obtained by 
ail subscribers to and purchasers of the 
Atlantic Monthly for 1878 for One Dollar. 


The companion portraits of Bryant and 


Longfellow can be obtained on the same 
terms. 

The November and December numbers of 
the ATLANTIC, containing poems by 
Whittier and Longfellow, and the commence- 
ment of Mr. Bishop's new serial story, will 
be sent free to all new subscribers who remit 
to the Publishers before December 1st, 1877. 
Price of the ATLANTIC, $4.00; of the 
portraits $1.00 each, additional. Address 
H. O. Houghton & Co., Riverside Press, 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Rev, Dr, Dale’s Yale Lectures 


ON PREACHING. 


CONTENTS : 


PERILS OF YOUNG PREACHERS. 

TH % INTELLECT IN RELATION TO PREACH. 
aviv. 

READING. 

PREPARATION OF SERMONS, 

EX TEMPORANEOUS PRRACaING and STYLE 

EVANGELISTIC PREACHING 

PASTORAL PREACHING 

THE CONDUCT OF PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


Price, post-paid, $1.50. 


A. 8S. BARNES & CO., Pub’s, 
Lliland 113 William St., New York, 


SHUTE’S TIME-SAVING 


LIBRARY RECORD 


Tells without the writing of any figures when a 
book was taken out, what number it was, and who 
took it out. It also prevents, if desired, the same 
book being given the second time to any scholar, 
and tells qaickly how many times each book has 
been taken out during a given period, It will last 
for several years, 

The Sunday School Times says of this Record: 

“We are assured by a librarian of eleven years’ 
standing that this is the best he has ever employed. 
The advantages claimed for it seem to be borne out 
by the testimony of those making use of it.” 

“SEND FOR DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR, 
by mail, prepaid, only $1.50. 

EBEN SHUTE, 52 Bromfield St., Boston. 








Price 





SPECIAL NOTICE. 


For THE SUMMER MONTHS ONLY. We offer our immense 
stock of Books at much less than our mee pan 
If you want = N. TIBBATA gt ligt to us for ate. 





4. Row, New York. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « + + $2.15 each. 
“« 15to29 ** -“e2 = 1,90 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 

The special rete to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now $2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be affurded, 

Subseriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time toa club, at 
the same rave at which the cub, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. Thenew sub+cribers 
to pay pro rata fr the time of their subscriptions. 

Suuscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post 
office to which they wish it sent, but al-o the one to 
which thas been sent, All addresses shouid include 
both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew eithera single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known tothe publishers, will please 
give the name of the per-on to whom the paper or 
papers bave heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduces Tae Tres to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with he!ps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access, It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, op receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tur Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant -upermtendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting In separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such, 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tur Sunpay Scuoot Times, as given on the 
Yellow address label ou lure Times. 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, - = § .60 
10¢ ”° one year, - . - 7.20 
than 100 copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - - 6.25 
100 we one year, - = = 25.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make Fn hee for 
the same by a money order payable at Phiidelphia, 
to John D. Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, ~ 9 shillings. 
The superiatendent’s Paper, one year, 3 shillings. 
The scholars’ Quarterly, one year, ~ Is. 6d, 

These races include postage, which is prepaid at 

this office. 


» 
Less 





Advertising Rates. 
Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 


aninch’, foreach insertion, .  . 26 cts. 
Special Notices: per line (as above),-  ~ 30 cta. 
Reading Matter: per line (leaded, -  - 50 cts. 


Discounts on the above rates as follows . 5 per 
cent. on 4 insertions. LO per cent, on 8 insertion. 
15 percent. on 1s insertions. 20 per cent on 26 
insertions. 25 per cent. ¢n 62 insertions, 

@e-Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue, 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher. 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia, 


OFFER y We will during 
A GREAT sthese Hard Times 
dispose of 1 PLANOS & ORGANS, new and 
second-hand of first-class makers including 
WATERS’ at lower prices for cash orlnstall= 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before 
offered, WATERS’ GRAND SQUARE and 
UPRIGHT PIANOS & ORGANS (INCLUs 
DING THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOU- 
DOIR) arethe BEST MADE.7 Octave Pian. 
os 8150.7 1-3 do $160 not used a year. 2” 
Stop Organs $50. 4 Stops $58. 7 Stops 868. 
8 Stops $75. 10 Stops $88. 12 Stops 6100 
cash, not used a year, in perfect order and 
warranted. LOCAL & TRAVELING AWTS 
WANTED. Illustrated Catalogues Mailed. 
A liberal discountio Teachers, Ministers, Churches, 
Nehools, Lodgeselc, Sheet music at_half price. 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactu- 
rers and Dealers, 40 EAST tath STREET, 
Union Square. New Vork. P.O. Box, 3567, 
TESTIMONIALS. 

The N.Y. Trmes says: ‘** Waters’ Orchestrior 
Chime Organ” is a beautiful litte instrument, sim- 

ly perfect. The Chime of two and one-half octave 
Beis and the artistic effects capable of being pro- 
duced by the player are singularly fine, 

The tone is full, clear and resonant, and a very 
interesting effect is produced with the chime of 
bells. —Christian Union, 

The Waters’ Pianos are well known among the 
very best. We sre enabled to speak of these instra- 
ments with confidence from personal knowledge, 

VN. Y. Heangelist. 

We can speak of the merits of the Waters’Pianos 
from personal knowledge, as being ot the very best 
quality,—Chrishen Intellingencer, - 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 


Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 
ing the Night or Day. W. James Arrwoop. 








PUBLICATIONS. 


MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 





Our Little Ones, 


4 BEAUTIFUL PAPER FOR INFANT 
CLASS SCHOLARS, 


Published Weekly. 


Dr. C. RB. BLACKALL, Editor. 


“The entire make-up of {t exhibits fine tact and 
exverienced skill, and a conscientious painstaking 
to render it as useful as it is attractive.”—Jll. Bible 
Studies, Chicago, 

“For younger children Our Little Ones is charm- 
ing.” — Watchman, 

It has become an established favorite wherever 
introduced. It is printed on the best quality of 
highly calendered paper, and is 


llnstrated on Every Page. 


Its special contributions of MUSIC, CLASS EXER- 
CISES, and its LESSON COLUMN, make it attractive 
and helpful to all for whom it is prepared. 


TERMS: 
Single Copies, 50 Cents per Year, Post-paid. 
10 ies and upwards to one address, 35 Cents 
per copy for one year. Postage, 14 cts. per copy. 


American Baptist Publication Society, 


1420 Chestnut St., Phila. 
B. GRIFFITH, Sec'y. 


THE OXFORD 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Teachers’ Bibles 


May be had at the following 
PRICES. 


Peart 24m0 Eprrton, 5)¢x4 in. 
French Morocco, stiff covers_-- 
French Morocco, flexible circuit covers_------ 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers_--~----------- 2.25 
Turkey Morocco, flexible or stiff covers..----- 2.75 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_-.. 5.00 
Postage nine cents extra. 
Nonparemt 16mo Eprrion, 614 x4 in. 
French Morocco, stiff covers_------------------ $2.40 














Persian Morocco, flexible covers_-------------- 3.00 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers_----- 3.50 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_-.. 6.30 


Postage twelve cents extra. 


Mrixton 8vo Eprrron, 734x5'4 in. 
Persian. Morocco, flexible covers——------------ $4.60 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers_--.---~ 5.50 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined--.. 8.00 


Postage eighteen cents extra. 


For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see 
Sunday School Times of Mareh 17, or send for cireu- 


arto THOMAS NELSON & SONS, * 
42 Bleecker St., N. Y, 


REDUCTION IN PRICE! 
GET THE BEST FOR YOUR MONEY! 
THE LARGE AND INCREASING SALES OF 


Histninser Question Book 


Due to the growing favor with which it has been 
received, has enabled the 


BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
TO REDUCE THE PRICE FROM 
$18 to $15 PER 100 NET, 


At which price Orders will be filled for the year | 
1878 on application to 


JOHN A. BLACK, Business Sup't, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., Philadelphia. 








“A wisely chosen illustration is almost essential 
to fasten a truth upon the ordinary mind, and no 
teacher can afford to neglect this part of his prepa- 


ration.” 
Foster’s Cyclopedia of 
Prose Illustrations, 
SECOND SERIES 


Contains the latest and freshest illustrations, and 
many who use the series say that they are the most 
useful books in their libraries. 

PASTORS, SUPERINTENDENTS & TEACHERS 
Will find this volume a most valuable aid in illu- 
minating and enforcing a lesson, or in imparting 
moral and relivious truths. Royal 8vo. 791 pp. 
Cloth, $5.00. Sheep, $6.00. Half mor., $7.00. 

THOMAS Y, CROWELL, 
744 Broadway, New York. 


10 PUBLISHERS OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL PERIODICALS | 
And Papers, and Dealers in Sunday-School Supplies. 








Tam pr: ving fists of Vames, with P.O. 
address, of which the following is a summary, 
ots.: 





Officers of International, State, Provincial, and 
County Sunday-school Associations, about 1,500 
names. Price, 50 cfs. Superintendents of Sunday- 
schools and Delegates wo 8S. 8. ‘ onventions and As- 
semblies 10000 names and upwards. Price, 40) 
cts. per 1,000 names, 

Will be ready for delivery November 15. For | 
sample pages or orders, address 
E. PAYSON PORTER, 

Statistical Secretary International S. S. Convention 

South Ada Street, CHICAGO, 


NOW IS THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE FOR 
BRAINARD’S 


MUSICAL WORLD 


$1.50 per year, or 15 cts. per number. 

Every number contains 36 pages of elegant new 
music and choice reading matter, The November 
number contains: 

WILL THE DEAR OLD TIMES COME BACK AGAIN? 
Beautiful new song and chorus ty Max Vernor. 
A perfect gem. Sells for 35 cts. 

SPEAK AS OF OLD. New song and chorus by A. 
H Rosewig. Will please all. Sells for 35 cents. 
ON BUTTERFLIES’ WINGS. Galop-Caprice for piano 

by A. Jungman. Brilliant and showy. Selis for 50 


cents. 

HEATHER BELL MAZURKA. By Charles Kinkel. 
Ea-y and prettv. Selis fur 30 cta, 

DWIGHT. S.M. BEYOND. S.M. BONAR. S.M. Three 
new church tuses for choirs, from the new singing- 
book “ The Galaxy,” which sells for $1.00, 

But all this choice new music is inciuded in the 
Musical World for November which selis for only 16 
cents. Sold by most Newsdealers or mailed, on 
receipt of price, by the publishers. 4a-TWO 
MONTHS FREE. We offer this month to send the 
Musicaj World from Nov., 1877, to Jan., 1879 (fourteen 
months), post-psid, together witn our premium 
aaa “Musical Hints,” by Kari Merz, on receipt of 

1 50. 

Agents Wanted. The trade supplied by American 
News Co., New York ; New England News Co.. Bos- 
ton; or Western News Co., Chicago. Catalogues of 
Sheet Music and Music Books sent free. 


8. BRAINARD’S SONS, Publishers, Cleveland, O. 


Best Books for 
SINGING SCHOOLS. 


CHORUS CHOIR INSTRUCTION BOOK. 


By A.N. Johnson. Just out. Contains the sys- 
tem of this celebrated teacher, so minutely and 
lainly described, that it is the easiest and best 
Manual for Teachers and Leaders: and it is alsoa 
most entertaining, useful, and thorough book for all 
Musie Classes and Conventions: with the plainest 
of plain instructions, and 260 pages of the best 
music, graded from the easiest to the most difficult, 
and continually referred to. The book also best 
answers that perplexing question: ‘How to have 
-_ singing in Cungregations.” $1.38; or $12.00 per 

OZ. 

THE ENCORE. By L. O. Emerson. This fine 
book has already been used by thousands, who have 
had but one opinion as to its admirable collection 
of Sacred Music, of Glees, Quartets, Trios, Duets, 
Songs, &c., for practice, It is a capital Glee Book 
as well as Singing Ciass Book. Tnorough Instruc- 
tive Course. 75 cts.; or $7.50 per doz, 

PERKINS’ SINGING SCHOOL. Ry W. O. Perkins 
This. like the “ Encore.” is an excellent Glee Book 
as well as Singing School Book,and will be a fine 
book for Conventions and for ~—- practice in 
Choirs and Societies. Good instrnetive course, and 
the best of music. 75 cents; or, $6.75 per dozen. 

All teachers and convention holders are invited 
to insure their success this season by using one of 
these books. For sale everywhere, Copies sent 
post free by mail, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


C. H. DITSON & CO. J: E. DITSON &@ CO. 
843 Broadway, Successors to Lee & Walker 
New York. Philadelphia. 


NOW READY! 


CHORAL ANTHEMS 
BY H. P. DANKS. 
128 large pages of Superior Anthems, adapted 
tor all occasions of worship. 

We offer this entirely NEW and valuable work 
at the low price of $13.50 per dozen, in order to 
bring it within reaci of every Choir in the land. 
We will mail it to any address ON RECEIPT 
OF $1.50. 








any other book offered for the use of 


——_————— 
VINEYARD OF SONG. 
Schools, Singing Classes and Conven- 


REVISED EDITION. 
Eycels tions, for instruction and practice in 


the art of Singing. 
It contains 192 pages of valuable material. 
Price, $7.50 per dozen ; 75 cts.each, by mail, 


—9———— 
BIGLOW & MAIN’S 


CHRISTMAS ANNUAL, 
No. 8. 

Containing Six new and beautiful Christmas 
Carols. Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 can also be sup- 
plied. The Annual has now become a necessity 
at Christmas Festivals. Sent by mail on receipt 
of price— 

5 cents each; $4 per 100 Copies. 

BIGLOW & MAIN, 


76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


12-CENT 





ZEPHYR. 


This Zephyr, which sells at twelwe cents per ounce, 
is made of remarkably fine fieeced wool, is brili- 
liantly shaded in all colors, is exceedingly soft to the 
touch, and very popular for crocheting and knitting 
purposes. It is freely used in making carriage 
afghans, shawls, sacks, gloves, leggings, ete. It 1s 
put up in good honest ounce hanks, the purchaser 
receiving twice as much Zephyr as when buy- 


Also 


STOCKING YARNS 
In large variety of grades and colors, to be had at 


JOHN M. FINN, 
8S. E. corner Arch and Seventh Streets, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
Orders by mail carefully attended to. 





ing the nominal ounce layer of European Zephyr. | 


} 


| 


WORTH REPEATING. 


THE TWO VILLAGES. 
[By Rose Terry Cooke.] 


Over the river, on the hill, 

Lieth a village white and still; 

All around it the forest trees 

Shiver and whisper in the breeze 
Over it sailing shadows go 

Of soaring hawk and screaming crow, 
And mountain grasses, low and sweet, 
Grow in the middle of every street. 


Over the river, under the hill, 

Another village lieth still ; 

There I see in the cloudy night 
Twinkling stars of household Jight, 
Fires that gleam from the smithy’s door, 
Mists that curl on the river shore; 

And in the roads no grasses grow, 

For the wheels that hasten to and fro. 


In that village on the hill 

Never is sound of smithy or mill; 

The honses are thatched with grass and flow 
ers; 

Never a clock to toll the hours; 

The marble doors are always shut, 

You cannot enter in hall or hut; 

All the villagers lie asleep: 

Never a grain to sow or reap; 

Never in dreams to moan or sigh ; 

Silent and idle and low they lie. 


In that village under the hill, 

When the night is starry and still, 

Many a weary soul in prayer 

Looks to the other village there, 

And weeping and sighing longs to go 

Up to that home from this below ; 

Longs to sleep in the forest wild, 

Whither have vanished wife and child, 
And heareth, praying, this answer fall 

“ Patience! that village shall hold ye all!" 


MYSTERIES. 


(The Rey. A. B. Jack, in The New York Observer. | 





If there are mysteries in the word of 
God, there are just as many in the works 
of God. You cannot put your foot upon a 
single spot of earth without crushing a 
mystery. You cannot gaze upon nature 
for an instant without beholding a mystery. 
There are mysteries hidden within the bark 
of every tree. There are mvsteries rolled 
up in every flower-cup. What gleams of 
light, what blazing flames, in dull, black 
coal! How much light is there, how much 
heat is there, if you can butevokeit! And 
> anya stands astonished to be told that 
there is in every glass of water as much 
deadly lightning, that if evoked in the flash 
and form of the thunder-storm, would kill 
half a dozen men. And in yon path of 
science where the philosopher plies his 
instruments, there is a curtain he cannot 
lift, and from behind there comes a voice 
which says, “Hitherto shalt thou come, but 
no further.” 

Then consider, for a little, the case of the 
lower animals? Why do we call them the 
lower animals? Because we believe them 
to belong to an inferior creation and to have 
noreasonablesoul. Yet, although believing 
that, what do we see? Why, we see these 
very lower animals, that have no reasonable 
soul, accomplishing works which, done by 
man, would be pronounced the highest effort 
of genius. There is a man beneath the 
deck, and he sees nothing but the four walls 
and nothing but the abyss before him. And 
there are no stars in heaven and no head- 
lands on earth to guide him. That man 
steers his way across the broad Atlantic 
right into the mouth of a harbor in yon far 
distant Old World. What an effort of 
science and reason you say. But above 
that vessel’s topmast a flight of birds are on 
the wing, and beneath that vessel's keel a 
shoal of fish are cutting the deep with their 
fins. They have no compass orchart. Yet 
through the very depths of ocean, the birds 
above and the fish below, steer on their 
course back to the very place where they 
were born. There is an instinct in these 
animals that man’s boasted navigation can 
offer no match to. It is no explanation to 
call it instinct. That is merely a name 
given to this mystery to conceal our igno- 
rance of it. We only know the fact that 
that is an inferior animal, but although 
inferior in nature, superior in action. We 
believe, but we cannot explain; we receive, 
but we cannot understand. 


TRANSIENT TROUBLES. 


Most of us have had troubles all our 
lives, and each day has brought all the evil 
that we wished to endure. But if we were 
asked to recount the sorrows of our lives, 
how many could we remember? How 
many that are six months old should we 
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think worthy to be remembered or men- | 
tioned? To-day’s troubles look large, but | 
a week hence they will be forgotten and | 
buried out of sight. | 


If you would keep a book, and every 
day put down the things that worry you, | 
and see what becomes of them, it would be | 
a benefit to you. You allowa thing to} 
annoy you, just as you allow a fly to settle | 
on you and plague you; and you lose your 
temper (or rather get it; for when men are | 
surcharged with temper they are said to 
have lost it); and you justify yourselves 
for being thrown off your balance by causes 
which you do not trace out. But if you | 
would see what it was that threw you off | 
your balance before breakfast, and put it | 
down in a little book, and follow it out, and | 

| 


ascertain what becomes of it, you would 
see what a fool you were in the matter. 

The art of forgetting is a blessed art, but | 
the art of overlooking 1s quite as important. | 
And if we should take time to write down | 
the origin, progress, and outcome of a few 
of our troubles, it would make us so 
ashamed of the fuss we make over them, 
that we should be glad to drop such things 
and bury them at once in eternal forget- 
fulness. | 


Life is too short to be worn out in petty 
worries, frettings, hatreds, and vexations. 
Let us banish all these, and think on what- 
soever things are pure, and lovely, and | 
gentle, and of good report. | 








’3 NEW SERMONSIN BOSTON ALSO | 
IN NEW YORK AND CHICAGO, 
AUTHORIZED VERBATIM RE- | 


ports. 1568 pages. Complete in 3 vols. 


Price $3, or $1 each by mail. These vols., elegant | 
eloth binding, in a box (Moody Library). $450, 
Agents wanted. E. B. Treat, Publisher, 805 Broad- 
way, N. Y. 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


Is NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 
CONCISE, Suggestive and Helpful to 
both Teacher and Scholar. Its cost is 
only 7 cts.a quarter, or 25 cts.a year. 
Send SEVEN C for a 8S en 
Number, and be convinced. a 

NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 
Rroadway. New Vork. | 


JUST THE THING FOR 
ALL THE SCHOLARS. 


The Record Book for Sunday School Scholars 
is designed to be kept by the scholar, and contains 
a record of his own and his teacher’s attend- 
ance and punctuality, together with the time | 
spent each week in the study of the lesson and the 
amount of his contribution. 

In regard to this little book The Sunday School 
Times says: “Such a record in general use would 
do much to quicken the interest of the scholars in 
the Sunday-sehool and to raise their standard ox 
conduct and scholarship.” 

Price, postage prepaid, only sixty cents per dozen. 
Send five cents for sample, 

EBEN. SHUTE, 
Manager International 8, S. Supply Co., 


52 BROMFIELD ST., BOSTON, 

















CABBATH SCHOOL 


MEN, 


BIBLE LESSONS. 


THE COMMON VERDICT IS THAT THE) 


BIBLE LESSONS 


Of the American Baptist Publication Society are 


VASTLY SUPERIOR’ 


To all Others Published. 





First. 


FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


Prepared by REV. GRANVILLE 8S. ABBOTT. 


They contain the Lesson, Historical Connection, Analysis, Golden Text, Daily 


| Readings, Explanations, and Questions. 


Their circulation is now nearly 


200,000 COPIES EVERY MONTH. 





Second. FOR THE YOUNGER CLASSES. 


Prepared by MRS. M. G. KENNEDY. 


They are attractive in form and matter, and contain the Lesson, Golden Text, 


a Story, and Questions. 





The price of both grades of Lessons is the same, and for the year 1878 


has been RepuceD from $9.00 to $7.50 for 100 copies per year. 


Free of Postage. 


They are sent 


PRICE: 
One Hundred Copies for one month, - - - - 63c. 
Three months, - - - - - . - - $1 88 
Six months, - - - - - - - - $3 75 
Address, 


AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY. 


1420 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


B. GRIFFITH, Secretary. 


2 Tremont Temple, Bos! u, Mass. 
76 East Ninth Street, New York. 209 North Sixth Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


UR IDEA 


Of a “ model” lesson-leaf is: 

1.—One that will not supp'ant the Bible, but bring 
it into greater use, by sending the scholars con- 
stantly to the Scriptures for information. 

2.—One that not only makes the scholar study the 


| present lesson, but the connecting links of the last. 


Before you order Sab- | 
bath School Papers for 
another year, send for 
samples of 


GOOD WORDS, 
MY PAPER, 
GOOD CHEER, 
OLD & YOUNG. 


Each differs from the other. 
All aro full of the Cospel. 
Beautifully illustrated 
and Attractive. 
Price within reach of all: 





FOR TERMS, SEE THESE PAPERS. 





Published Monthly by the 
Christian at Work Publishing Co. 
Samples sent FREE on application to 


E.W. HAWLEY, Sec’y, 
P.O. Box 5105, New York 





3.—One that calls attention to the geography, bi- 
ography, marginal references, Home Readings, etc. 
4.—One that comes bright and fresh every week, 


| instead of one that is delivered monthly or quarterly, 
and becomes soiled, torn, or lost, 
| 


5.—One that is cheap. The average Sunday-school 


finds it difficult to get funds. Those publishers will 


| do it the most favor who furnish the best lesson help 


at the lowest price that is possible, .We believe 


Scholar’s Weekly 


fulfills all the conditions above mentioned. Seud 


for specimen copy. 

TERMS:—Single copy, 9 cents per year ; 109 copies, 
$9 per year; 100 copies tor one month, 75 cents. 
ADAMS, BLACK MER, & LYON PUB. CO. CHICAGO. 


CROW ELL’S 
Sunday-School Libraries 








No.1. 80 Vols. 18mo. $10 00. 
No.2. 15 Vols. l6mc.. 12 60. 
No.3. 15 Vols. 16mo 12 50. 





The liberal reduction from former prices, on 
these beautiful and interesting series has created 
a larger demand for them than for any other cheap 
libraries yet offered, and Sunday-schools about to 
increase their library will do well to examine before 
completing their selection. Send for our complete 
catalogue. 


T. Y¥. CROWELL. 744 BROADWAY, NEW YORE, 


Case's Bible Atlas 


Quarto Size Accurate, and up to the times, 16 Full 
Maps, with Explanatory Notes,and Index. Designed to aid 
Sunday School Teachers and Scholars. Every Family needs 
it. 1.00. Sent by mail on receipt of price. 

AGENTS WANTED in every Townshi 
Terms Co., 


Liberal 
Address O. D. Casz & Conm 











71 Randolph Street, Chicago, Ill. 








PRICES REDUCED. 


MASON & HAMLIN 


ORGAN CoO. 


Have the pleasure of announcing that recent 
decrease in cost of material and labor, and increase 
in manufacturing facilities, have enabled them to 
make a reduction in their Catalogue prices of 
from $10 to $50 on each Organ. (See Price List 
dated November, 1877. 

Organs of their manufacture are acknowledged 
to stand at the head of instruments of this class; 
having merited and received 
Highest Honors at all World’s Exhibitions for ten years. 

NEW STYLES, NOW READY, 
surpass previous productions in musical excel- 
lence and beauty of cases. Sold for cash, or 
installments; or rented until rent pays. LIllus- 
trated Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (No- 
vember, 1877), sent free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO. 


154 Tremont St., BOSTON; 25 Union Sq., NEW YORK; 
260 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 





“The best volume of Sermons recently published,” 


THE GOSPEL INVITATION. 


Sermons related to the Boston Revival of 18:7. By 
17 c.ergymen of different denominations. Small 
8vo, Cloth, $1.50. 


At all bookstores, or sent post-paid for advertised | 


price. 
LOCKWOOD, BROOKS, & CO., BOSTON, 


in case, 13c. 26 styles Acquaintance Cards, L0c. | 


5() LARGE MIXED CARDS, with name, l3c. 40 
Ag’ts outfit, l0e. DOWD &CO., Bristol, Conn. 





¢)™ Fashionable Cards, no two alike, with name 10c, 
e) post-paid, Geo. |, Reed & Co., Nassau, N. Y 





with name, 


= ELEGANT CARDS, no two alik 
25 Nassau, N. Y. 


10c., postpaid. J. B, HUSTED, 


INSURANCE. 





1825. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1826. 
Capitai, $400,000.00. - - 


1877. 





Assets, $1,655,717.20. 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 


WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
SanN L. tinue», Ans. Secretary. 


SUN INSURANCE CO, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


434 WALNUT STREET. 


CASH CAPITAL, - + += $200,900 
DIRECTORS: 
NELSON F, EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF 


President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, 
J. E. KINGSLEY, 
H, W. PITKIN, 
J. 8. HELFENSTEIN, 
HIRAM MILLER, 
B. B. THOMAS, 
F. W. KENNEDY, 


Vice-President. 
THOMAS KENNEDY, 
JAMES HUNTER, 
HENRY HAIVES, 
WM. M. SINCLAIR. 
JOHN S. WHILLDIN, 
DELL NOBLIT, JR., 
J. B. SHEPPARD, 

W. C. HAMILTON, WM. A. LEVERING, 
J.S., FUWELL, | D. E. SMALL, York, Pa, 

WM. H. HAINES, Secretary. 

JOHN CRAWFORD, Ass't Secretary. 


CHURCH FURNITURE. 


MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding that 
‘ef all others, No agencies, P.O. address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

7 MENEELY & CO. 








BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 

Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks. etc. Fully Warranted. 

I!lustrated Catalogue sent Free, 

Vaypvuzen & Tier, 102 £. 2d St., Cincinnati, 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 
&@> (lustrated Catalogues sent free. 

















United States Corset Company. 
Of New York. 


THE STANDARD CORSET OF 
America for Klegantly Proportioned 
Form. Perfect acd Natural Fullress 
of But msuring Comfort and Ease 
in use, and giviog aGraceful, Stylish, 
and Faultless Figure to the wearer, 
If your dealer does not keep them, 
sead us, with waist me sure, 60 cents 
for a Charm, 75 cts. for Beauty, $1 for 


AA, and $1.25 for Fifth Avenue, or 60 cents for 
Children’s Woven Waist, and we will send them, 
post-paid. Address, P. O. Box 4928 N, York. 


PER CENT. NET. 


Kansas, Missouri and lowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 
We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 
years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 
day on interest or principal ; no investor through us 
ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 

J. B. WATHINS & CO., 
Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 
243 Broadway, New York. 














and STEREOPTI« ON=s of all kinds and prices. 
Views illustrating every subject for PUBLIC 


EXHIBITIONS, etc. 49-4 profitable business 
for a man with small capital. Also, Lanterns for Col- 


leges, Sunday-school®, and Home Amusement. A 

Magic Lantern and 20 Photographie Views of Bible 
History for $25. 74 page illustrated catalogue free 
McALLISTER, Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassau St.. N. 


DR. WARNER'S 
HEALTH CORSET, 


With skirt supporter and self-adjust- 
ing pads. Unequaled for beauty, 
style, and comfort. Approved by all 
i physicians. For sale by leading mer- 
A chants. Samples, any size, by mail. 
jt In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
{ng Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 


$1.00. 
WARNER BROS., 351 Broadway, N. Y. 













#3 PRINTING PRESS 
-\ Prints Cards, Envelopes, &c., equal to 
\ any press. Larger sizes tor large work 

Do your mon printing and advertising 
and save money. Excellent spare hour 
amusement for youngor oid. Can be 
made a y making business any- 
where, Send 3c. siamp for large cata- 
logue to KELSEY & CO., Manuf’s, Meriden, Conn. 


TEAS —The choicest m the worid—Importers’ 
* prices—Largest Company in America— 
| staplearticle—pleases everybody—''rade continually 
| inereasing—Agents wanted everywhere—best in 
| ducements—-don’t waste time—send for Circular to 
| ROBERT WELLS, President of the Original Amer- 


P. O, Box 1287, 


ican Tea Co., 43 Vesey St., N. Y 





on ee er ey 
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RUSTIC WORK. | 


Hanging Baskets, Rus- 
tic Vases, Rurtic Set- 
tees, Rustic Chairs, bird 
Houses, Window Gar- 
dens, Portable Flower 
Stands. Rustie Designs 
of all descriptions manu- 
facwred and for rale. 
Florists’ (ate 

IN GENERAL. 

This Hanging Basket 
in five sizes, 8, 914. 11%, 
13 and 15 inches in diam- 
eter. Price, Te. $1 
$1.50, $2 00, $2.50, sent by 
express to any part of 
the U. 8, on receipt of 
price. 

Send stamp for Illus- 
trated Catalogue. 


Rustic Mfy. Co, 


, 29 FULTON ST., 
New York City. 
Please state what paper you saw this in. 


_—_—- ————- ————— | 


PUBLICATIONS. 








SCHOLAR’S HAND-BOOK 
(PART IX.) 


INTERNATIONAL LESSING, 


FROM JANUARY TO JULY, 1878. 


STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 
By REV. EDWIN W. RICE. 
Price, 10 cents. - er NE. 100 copies, $8.00, 
Just Published and for sale by 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
Philadelphia: 1122 Chestnut Street. 
New York: 8 and 10 Bible House, Astor Place. 
Boston: 7 Beacon St. Chicago: 73 Randolph St. 
St. Louis: 207 North Sixth St, 








By the Author of “Summer Drift- 
wood,” ete. 


Of Miss Porter’s new book, “A SONG AND A 
SIGH,” the Evening Standard says: 


“This winning story told by Rose Porter’s pure 
and thoughtful pen, could not lack in the peculiar 


charm which invests so admirably all her volumes, 
it is beautifully and tenderly written, and abounds 





in illustrative teaching, which will make a treasury 
for a life-time. Miss Porter's excellent works are 
already household volumes, and this will be de- 


servedly welecme.” | 


ANSON D. F. RANDOLPH & CO., 900 Broadway, 
Cor, 20th St,, New York. 


12mo, $1.24. Sold by booksellers, or sent by the 
publishers by mail, prepaid, on receipt of the price. 


20,000 
SUPERINTENDENTS 


(of Sunday-schools), 

















With address, nome of school, and average | 
attendance, in the following states, viz. ; 

Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Jonnecticut, New Yorks. New Jersey, Mary- 
land, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, In- 
diana, Lilinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Kansas, Texas, and 
California, 40 cents per 1000 names, 

Address, 


EK. PAYSON PORTER, 
Statistical Sect'y Int, 8, 8. Convention, 
CHICAGO, ILL, 


PUBLISHERS. 


UNDAY 


el | Scoot 








a 


The best Magazine for Ladies and Families. The 
December number, now ready, gives an immense 
COLORED FASHION PANORAMA of a'l the latest 
Paris winter fashions, comprising 14 figures. In 
addition to the colored plate, the Young Ladies’ 
Journal contains every month a GIGANTIC FASH- 
ION SUPPLEMENT comprising an enormous 
vote of Paris fashions,and FULL SIZE PAT. 
TERNS for ecoutting out. Also the best oxigin | 
and interesting stories, beaut ful COLORED DE- 
SIGNS for Needle, Crevel, and Poonah work. and | 
is the most suitable magazine ever published for | 
the Home Circle. Sold by newsdealers. Price, 
35 cents, t-paid. or yearly subscription (13 num- 
hers), ine uding the extra Christmas number, $4.40 
The WILLMER & ROGERS NEWS CO, 31 Beek- 
man &t., N. Y.. general agents tor the YOUNG 
LADIEY JOURNAL. Subscriptions received for 
ail Foreign Publications. 








A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF 
THE HOLY LAND. 


Taken from Photographs and Sketches, and shows 
Palestine 175 miles long and 75 mil«s wide—over 
2 cities and villages are shown in the picture, the 
Mountains, Sea of Gailee, Dead Sea, Rivers, &c. 
Every clergyman, Sunday-school superintendent, 
teacher, and family sh ul? have a copy. Size of the | 
picture, 2x3 feet. Price, $2.00 per copy. Agents 
wanted. Address } 

THE HOLY LAND PUBLISHING COMPANY. 


118 Randolph Street, Chicego, I 1. 


‘LESSON HELPER, | 


with four large pages weekly, explains and illus- 
trates the International Lesson jor Teachers and | 
Bible classes. One copy, one month, five cents; 

one year, 50 cents. Over 12 copies, each 25 cents 

a year. Address, Evangelical Publishing ,Co., 

70 Bible House, New York. 





HOW TO MAKE HOME BEAUTIFUL. 


SEND FOR IT. FREE for P. 0. Stamp. 


HIS is a beautiful little 32-page book, which 
contains descriptions of over 600 ways to 
make home beautiful. How to make Picture 
. Frames, Brackets, Easels, etc. There is abun- 
dance of Fancy Work, Needle Work, etc., for the 


cies for every one. 








| 
HENRY T. WILLIAMS, Publ 


Address, 


FOR 1878. 


In.arranging its plans for 1878, it has been the aim of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES to 
divide its lesson work into well considered departments of study, and then to get the best man 
in the country for each special department; also to secure greater variety and richness than 
before in every other portion of its columns. Announcements are now made as follows: 


PROF. C. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, a 


ages " ? foremost Hebrew scholar, and the American editor 
of Lange’s Commentary on Samuel, will give Critical Notes on the Old Testament Lessons. 


PROF. A. C. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D of the University at Rochester, a member 


*? of the Bible Revision Committee, will con- 
tinue Critical Notes on the lessons of the New Testament. 


PROF. AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D., of Andover Theological Seminary, author of “ The 


*? Still Hour,” will furnish a series of Meditations, or 
Devotional Reflections, on the lesson themes and topics, week by week. 


H CLAY TRUMBULL Editor of The Sunday School Times, will continue his Ilustra- 
. 9 tive Applications which have been so warmly received by 
readers of The Times during the year now closing. 


GEORGE A PELTZ Corsenpenting Beier, is to prepare each week a Lesson Frame- 

2 9 work, giving the lesson outline and connections, with such expla- 
nation of its biography. poosraphy, and chronology, and of its involved associations and man- 
ners and customs, as will aid the student to its better understanding. 


6c ; 243 J 
FAITH LATIMER” $3 perp ber samira, cxpetion of te nan rt 


The REV. Ww. Ww. NEWTON who is following in the steps of his distinguished father 


? asa preacher to children, is to furnish iilustrations, 
original and selected, for each week’s lesson. 


will give carefully collated Eclectic Com- 
The REV. WILLARD M. RICE, D.D., ments on the lessons, week by week. 
OTHER LESSON HELPS The Rev. Messrs. J.C. W. Coxe and J. B. Atchinson, and 
* Mr. Henry Plant will present Blackboard Outlines and 
Hints on the lessons from time to time. Bible Lights on the lessons are also to be given each 
week, and occasional special articles on particular points of fact or doctrine in the lessons will 
be furnished by well-known scholars. 


ROSE TERRY COOKE who is unequaled in her delineations of New England life and 

9 character, will write a serial story for the columns of The Times, 
under the title of “ What She Could.” This is Mrs. Cooke's first serial story, and it is written for 
the stimulus and encouragement of Sunday-school teachers and other Christian workers. 


so well known for his literary work Th 
MR. CHARLES F. RICHARDSON, Sadieoendient. ned on no editor of" The History 
of American Colleges,” will give his constant attention to the literary and other columns of The 
Sunday School Times. 


ADDITIONAL ATTRACTIONS A series of sketches of personal experience in the 

* Sunday-school work by various prominent Sunday- 
school men, will be published during the year. Occasional sermons from distinguished clergy- 
men will have a place in The Times. Besides these special features, the plans for the new year 
include the usual variety of Sunday-school intelligence, Ways of Working, Words of Workers, 
Concert Exercises, Notes on Open Letters, Editorials on current topics, and choice selections 
from other sources, under the heads of Worth Repeating and From Our Neighbors. 








NOTICE TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS If you will send your name and post-office 

* address, together with twenty-five cents. to 
the address given below, you will receive The Times every week for three months. This 
offer is only for new subscribers, The regular prices are as follows; From 1 10 14 copies a 
year, $2.15each. From 15 to 29 copies a year, $1.90 each. 8u copies and upwards, a year, $1.65 
each, Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


Ladies; Fret Scwing for the Boys. Evening 
Amusements for the Girls, and Household Elegan- 


isher, 46 Beekman Street, New Yo-k City. 











All the Best Makes of 













SCROLL SAWS, 


with Jig and Circular Saw At- 
tachments; Tool Chests, with Best Tools; 
Sorrento Saws, Tools, Wood and Designs. 


ec 
Ls 





TRONGTIRI 


ST CURSE AND DR U 





10,000 AGENTS WANTED TO SELL 


NK 





At Factory Prices. (utaloques Free. 
TALLMAN & McFADDEN, 607 Market St., Phila. 





The most INTENSE and POWERFUL blow ever 
dealt the DEMON DRINK, by the veteran author, 
T. S. ARTHUR. A book to STARTLE and 
ENLIGHTEN the people. Vivid pictures aod 
PROOFS how it.curses BODY, SOUL, HOME, 
SOCIKTY, ete. Urcolds the work of INEBRIAT# 
ASYLUMS, GOSPEL TEMP#RANCE, WOMAN'S 






Ice King, Ac- 
SKATES me, American 
§ Club, etc., etc. 








F,. A. FERRIS & CO.’S 
UNRIVALLED TRADE-MARK HAM 


OUR PATENTED TRADE-MARK, 


Slight metalic seal, attached to the string, asin theeut, 


CRUSADE, FRANCIS MURPHY PROGIBITION, 


Hubbard Bros., Publishers, 733 Sansom St., Phila. 





ete,, ete. ONLY $2, Its sale is MARVELOUS. OUR 
ASK YOUR GROCER FOR BIBLES with 2000 ILL’S far excel all others. 
Prices just reduced 25 PER CT.!! Send for terms, 
~ 
a se Wy 





<= PRATT'S ~~ LATELY IMPROVED. 
& - . Overcoming all pesibil 
- F ity of Slipping o, ul 
z der; all loos or both 
sexes; worth ten times 
its cost in promoting 
health and securing an 
erect form. Send $1.25 
and chest measure to 
Cleveland Shoulder 
Brace Co., Cleveland, O. 
Ask your dealer for 
PRATT’S New Patent Brace. 








508° will get you 3 pr. fancy cashmere 1% 
hose, or2 Hemstitched Linen nandkerchiefs, or 
4mnemmed LinenHandkerchiefs for men, or 2 Silk 
Handkerchiefs for Ladies, or 3 Hemstitched Hand- 
kerchiefs for ladies. or 1 pr. men’s Fur.top Kid 
Gloves, or 1 pr. Buff Gauntlets, 


J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


AND BREAKFAST BACON, 


264, 266 & 268 MOTT STREET, NEW YORK. 





Keeps out Cold, Wind & Dust. Stops matriine. 

wa No Mouldings. No Waste. AmY onmOan arPLY 

air. Costs less than one-halfof ory other kind, and 
isbetter Sample package 25 feet 75 cts., post paid. 

Best selling article for canvassers, male er female, 

[Address FLEXIBLE WEATHER STRIP CO., 

P. O. Box 2945. 17 Dey St., New York, 


MONE GENUINE UNLESS BEARING = « 











ORIENTAL EXnIBITIONS 


Illustrative of 
BIBLE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. 


MR. A. 0. VAN-LENNEP, the well-known Oriental 
Lecturer, will deliver his Illustrated Lectures with 
a number of ASSISTANTS (all in Oriental cos- 
tumes) and a MOST VALUABLE collection of 
curiosities, in the following places: 

PHILADELPHIA, latter part of November, 

NEW YORK STALE in December, 

CANADA in January. 

A limited number of days are open for engage- 
ments. APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE MADE 
AT ONCE. 

February and March in OHIO and ILLINOIS. 


Address, care of 


FRED. VAN-LENNEP, 
14 Wall St., New York. 





PUBLICATIONS. 


LLUSTRATIONS 


ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
LESSONS FOR 187s. 


BY REV. W. F. CRAFTS, 


Author of “Through the Eye tothe Heart,” “The 
Coming Man is the Present Child,” ete., ete. 


THE ONLY BOOK WITH BLACKBOARD 
EXERCISES announced for the coming year, 


PAR1 I—FIRST AND SECOND QUARTERS. 
Price, limp cloth, 50 cents, 


RVERY SUPERINTENDENT 


And Teacher should have a copy of this 
invaluable help, 


MAILED, POST-PAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE. 


FAIRBANKS & C0., 


Publishers, 
46 MADISON ST., Chicago, Ill. 








JUST ISSUED BY THE 
Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


VISIONS OF HEAVEN, 


For the Life on Earth. 


BY THE REV. R. M. PATTERSON, Author of 
“PARADISE,” etc. 














Every one that has read “Paradise” will be wise 
to purchase this, a companion book. 


16mo. PRICE, $1.50. 


The Book for the Holidays. 


THE SUNBEAM BOOK. 


Bible Lessons and Stories for 
the Little Folks. 

Small quarto. Cloth, extra gilt, ornamented. 
FULLY ILLUSTRATED, 400 pp, PRICE, $1.50. 
Please address 
JOHN A. BLACK, Business Superintenden:, 
1884 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


























The National Temperance Advocate, 


Published monthly, by the National Temperance 
Socie.y, containing Arguments, Statistics. and 
Temperance Tales, by some of the ablest writers in 
the world, and giving a eendensed history of the 
Cause everywhere. Important and indispensable 
to every earnest worker in every Society and 
organization in the lend. January Number com- 
mences the new volume, Only $l 10 per year, in 
advanee, including postage. Now is the time to 
subscribe, 
Address, J, N. STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 


583 Reade Street, New York. 


AT EVENTIDE, By Rev. Nehemiah Adame, 
D.D. $1.25. Discourses which are the result of a 
ripe scholarship. Models for style; full of stimu- 
lating thoughts and pleasant suggestions; and touch- 
ing the heart by a'tender pathos. 

BOSTON. D. LOTHROP & CO., PUBLISHERS. 





THE WORDLESS BOOK. gaustion,, 
Ry mail, 10c. 10 copies, 75c. Special rates in 
quantities, 
HARRY ANGELL, 410 Fourth Avenue, N, Y. 











HE HOUSE OF DEATH—DOES IT PAY? Pro- 
cure a copy of “The Temple of Pleasure; or, 
Seeing Life.” Sold everywhere. 











FINE CARDS, all styles, with name, only 10c. 
7 and stamp. F. P. DUNGAN, Chariton, lowa. 














